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Manager's Message

JOHN M. BARRETT

P

ublic safety is a valuable
part of public service, and
many professionals in
South Fayette Township
work diligently to ensure
that citizens can safely enjoy their
community.
An important piece of our public
safety network is the volunteer fire
service. South Fayette appreciates that
four volunteer fire companies protect
our neighborhoods and commercial
centers.
All-volunteer crews participate in
many hours of training, plus assist with
fundraising and administrative duties,
often while also working a full-time
job. This level of dedication is truly
remarkable.
To show our appreciation, the township again is offering firefighters the
opportunity to receive tax credits—on both their township real estate tax and their
earned income tax (see page 2). Submission deadline is April 15. If you are a member of
the Fairview, Oak Ridge, South Fayette or Sturgeon fire department, please contact me
to determine if you are eligible.
I also ask all citizens to remember the volunteer nature of our fire departments
and consider contributing to your local fire company on an annual basis.
Our public safety network extends to various township departments, and you can
read about many of them in this issue of South Fayette Connect.
Inside, you will learn which police officers have been promoted to the rank of
sergeant and which officers are celebrating 20 years with South Fayette (see page 7).
I applaud Police Chief John Phoennik for prioritizing resident relations, and I
encourage families to attend his upcoming “Cup with a Cop” program at YoFresh
Yogurt Cafe in South Fayette (details on page 7). Children 13 and under will receive a
free cup of ice cream!
Our Public Works Department keeps parks safe and usable (page 10) and
participates in the Pennsylvania One Call System (page 3) to protect people from
underground utility lines when they are completing a project that requires digging.
On page 11, our engineer technician explains how stormwater basins help keep
properties safe from flooding, and on page 8, our volunteer deputy emergency
management coordinator offers tips on staying prepared for severe weather.
Lastly, I would like to highlight the public safety role of our township building
and code officials. Our inspectors ensure that all construction—whether it’s a large
commercial project or a backyard deck—meets minimum safety requirements. Their
daily work strives to protect the public from dangerous conditions (see pages 14–15).
I hope you enjoy this issue of South Fayette Connect, and remember: Safety first!
Sincerely,

John M. Barrett
South Fayette Township Manager

Sponsor Advertisements - Thank you!
Diamond
Treeline Church..............................................................................................................................9

Gold
John Kosky Contracting.............................................................................................................11

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Raymond Pitetti, President
Gwen A. Rodi, Vice President
Joseph Horowitz
Lisa Malosh
Rebecca Sray

TOWNSHIP MANAGER
John M. Barrett

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Andrea Iglar

ART DIRECTOR
Andrea Iglar

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Andrea Iglar
Paula Willis

CONTRIBUTORS
Harry Funk
John Kanaskie
Cassandra Morris
B.J. Supan

ABOUT THIS MAGAZINE
South Fayette Connect is a free magazine
published and distributed quarterly by South
Fayette Township for the benefit of its citizens.
The magazine is a nonprofit source of public
information aimed at building a strong sense of
community identity and pride.
If your delivery is missed, please inform your
postal carrier. No portion of this publication
may be reproduced without permission of the
editor. © Copyright 2019. All rights reserved.

ADVERTISING
South Fayette Connect offers advertisements in
exchange for sponsorship of certain community
events and programs. For details, contact the
magazine editor or visit
www.SouthFayettePA.com/ads.

PRINTING
Knepper Press

CONNECT WITH US

www.SouthFayettePA.com/magazine
magazine@sftwp.com
412-221-8700, ext. 231
515 Millers Run Road / South Fayette, PA 15064

Scan QR Code with
smartphone for instant
website access!
South Fayette Connect | Spring 2019 | 1

South Fayette

SHORTS

Residents asked to secure trash
bags in containers
To help prevent wind or animals from
scattering trash, please secure garbage
bags in sturdy containers before placing
them at the curb for weekly collection.
This courteous practice can help keep
litter from spreading into yards and roads.
In the case that trash escapes, residents
are responsible for cleaning up the litter.

Spring leaf and yard waste
collection set for Sat. May 4
South Fayette honored as
Banner Community
For the second consecutive year,
South Fayette Township is named an
Allegheny County Banner Community,
thanks to an outstanding commitment
to professional development, prudent
fiscal management, transparency,
accountability and proactive
communications to engage citizens.
A total of 69 communities have
earned the designation, "which is
really about good government,"
Allegheny County Executive Rich
Fitzgerald said.
The Allegheny League of
Municipalities, along with Mr.
Fitzgerald, recognized the township
during a ceremony in March. From
left, Commissioners Rebecca Sray
and Gwen Rodi, and Township
Manager John M. Barrett, accept the
citation on behalf of the township.

Firefighters may apply for tax
relief until April 15
Eligible volunteer firefighters in South
Fayette may apply for a township real
estate tax credit of 20 percent and an
earned income tax credit of up to $300.
Active volunteers with the Fairview, Oak
Ridge, South Fayette and Sturgeon fire
departments may apply to Township
Manager John M. Barrett by Mon. April 15.
Details: 412-221-8700.

Blood drive set for April 16
A blood drive will be held Tues. April 16
from noon to 6 p.m. at Indigo Yoga Loft,
1840 Mayview Road, South Fayette, with
the South West Communities Chamber of
Commerce. Appointments: call
412-257-3200 or visit www.vitalant.org.
2|
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Curbside leaf
collection will be
held Sat. May 4
in South Fayette
Township. The
night before
pickup, place
leaves and other
yard waste at the
curb in biodegradable bags no heavier
than 25 pounds each. Yard waste may
include leaves, hedge/tree/garden
trimmings, brush, lawn edging and grass
clippings.

Free glass recycling offered
Free glass recycling collections will be
held Saturdays
April 6 and
June 15 from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the South
Fayette Township
municipal
complex, 515
Millers Run Road.

Police offer home security
Residents of Lakemont Farms displayed
checks
extended
trips
more thanduring
1,200 luminarias
on Christmas

Going
on vacation
but concerned
about
Eve. Each
lantern, consisting
of a candle
set
the
security
of your
home?
South Fayette
into
sand inside
a paper
bag, brightened
the
Township
police
officers willatperform
South Fayette
neighborhood
night.
security
on your premises while
Photo bychecks
Colleen Patel.
you are away for an extended period. Find
the request form at www.southfayettepa.
com/vacationcheck. Complete the form
and return it to the police station, 515
Millers Run Road, Monday through Friday
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Shirts raising money for police
bloodhound Ellie
The South Fayette
Township Police
Department
has raised more
than $2,600 for
equipment and
training for the
police dog, Ellie
Faye, through sale
of "South Fayette
Police Bloodhound
Unit" T-shirts and hooded sweatshirts.
Garments for adults and youth are
available for purchase in various sizes at
the police station, 515 Millers Run Road,
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m.

The event is part of a series of Saturday
collections throughout the South Hills
this spring hosted by the Pennsylvania
Resources Council.
South Fayette residents and nonresidents
are welcome to participate in all of the
collections. Individuals may drop off any
color of glass bottles
Scan QR code for
and jars. Prohibited
glass recycling
items include window
schedule
glass, drinking glasses,
stemware and ceramics.
Glass no longer is
permitted in curbside
recycling bins.
For a complete list of collection events,
visit www.prc.org/glassrecycling.

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp

Eagle Scout recognized
South Fayette Township Board of
Commissioners President Ray Pitetti,
right, recognized Preston Allcorn, left,
in January for achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout.
As part of his Eagle Scout project for
Scout BSA Troop 2, the South Fayette
High School graduate last year built
bat houses for Boys Home Park and
gathered volunteers to assemble 30
waste receptacles in the township's
Preservation Park.

linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

Call before you dig

Meet

Dial 811 before spring planting, building or digging

SHANNEN MCKAHAN

By Andrea Iglar
Planting a rosebush? Replacing a sewer line? Installing a basketball hoop or invisible fence?
First, call 811.
Whether you are landscaping, building or otherwise excavating your property, state
law requires that you call the free Pennsylvania One Call
System before you dig.
“It actually saves a lot of lives and a lot of damage,”
South Fayette Township Public Works Director Butch
Truitt said.
The purpose of PA One Call is to promote safety and
to prevent damage to underground utility lines such as gas,
electricity, water, sewer and telecommunications.
For example, rupturing a power line could cause a fatal
explosion, or damaging a telecommunications cable could
knock out TV, phone or internet service for you and your neighbors.
Plus, calling 8-1-1 can limit your liability if damage were to occur.
PA One Call is free for residents, while contractors pay a yearly fee.
Here’s how to call before you dig:
•

Dial 811 (or 1-800-242-1776) at least three days (but not more than 10 days) before
you dig. The service is available 24 hours, seven days a week. Individual property
owners also may submit a ticket online at www.pa1call.org.

•

Supply information about the project, such as contact details, the two nearest
intersections, the type of work being done, the approximate depth you are digging
and expected job duration.

•

Wait while PA One Call does the work for you, notifying all nearby utility
companies and other underground line owners about the intention to dig.

•

Watch as utility owners visit the area and mark underground line locations with
colored paint or flags. South Fayette Township marks the location of stormwater
sewers and pipes.

•

Once given the all-clear, proceed with your project safely.

How Do I ... Get a Building Permit ?
Spring often means starting an outdoor home building project. Here are some
guidelines to get you started with the most common residential additions, or
accessory structures—decks, porches, fences, sheds and swimming pools.

1

Fill out a residential Building Permit
Application (www.southfayettepa.
com/buildingpermit) and submit it
to the South Fayette Township Building
Department, along with a check for
the permit fee. Applications will not be
reviewed until payment is made in full, as
follows:

3
4

Supply detailed construction
drawings of your plans.

S

eeing how buildings take
shape is what Shannen
(Rusilko) McKahan finds most
interesting about her job with South
Fayette Township. As administrative
assistant to the building and
planning departments for the past
three years, she has enjoyed learning
about "everything that goes into
creating a building and seeing how
all the pieces fit together."
Hometown: Washington, PA
Education: Bachelor's degree
in business administration from
Washington & Jefferson College
Family: Husband, Rick (married
in October 2018; their parents had
been childhood friends)
First Job: Food server during bingo
First Car: Navy blue Chevy Cavalier
Hobbies: Reading, watching movies
and walking her dog, Finnick, an
Australian Shepherd
Favorite Food: Lasagna
Favorite Destinations: Germany
(she spent two weeks there) and
Charleston, South Carolina

•

The South Fayette Township
Building Code Official gives
each applicant a list of required
inspections, which may vary
depending on the project details. A
Fence: $25
township inspector will ensure your
Shed: $40
structure meets all minimum safety
Pool/Hot Tub (Above Ground): $54.50 and code requirements.

•

Pool (In Ground): $104.50

•

Deck or Porch: Call for cost

Fun Fact about Shannen:
Her younger sister, Summerlee, is
a skilled drawing artist. "We're best
friends, so that's pretty awesome,"
Shannen says.
— Andrea Iglar

•
•

2

Provide a property survey to
show compliance with zoning and
setback requirements.

C

ontact the South Fayette
Township Building Department
before starting any
construction project. Call
412-221-8700, ext. 219, or visit
www.southfayettepa.com/building.

Bucket List: European travel to
England, Italy and Spain
Best Quality of South Fayette:
"Everyone is so proud of living here."
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South Fayette

Brad Bernas prints
T-shirts at his shop in
Abele Business Park,
South Fayette Township.
(Photo: Andrea Iglar)

BUSINESS

Watson Institute achieves
national reaccreditation
The Watson Institute, a Sewickleybased school with a branch in South
Fayette Township, has achieved a
five-year reaccreditation through
the National Commission for the
Accreditation of Special Education
Services.
The rigorous process verifies and
promotes excellence in special
education services. Watson is one of
only 24 such accredited programs in
the country.
“The Watson Institute voluntarily
seeks accreditation to demonstrate
to our families, as well as our partner
districts, our commitment to quality,”
said Dr. Marilyn Hoyson, Chief
Operating Officer.
“Here at Watson, our mission is to
help children with special needs
achieve their fullest potential in
all aspects of their lives, and we
accomplish this by following best
practices and providing services of
excellent quality.”

Chemist, Brewer, Printer
South Fayette print shop owner has versatile talents
By Andrea Iglar
Brad Bernas took an interesting path to becoming a printer—a journey that started with
chemistry, took a turn at a brewery and landed in South Fayette Township.
Mr. Bernas opened Northwood Printing in Abele Business Park in January. He
offers printed apparel (direct-to-garment and screen printing), sportswear and uniform
numbering, promotional items, and personalized gifts.
Originally from Milwaukee, Mr. Bernas earned a master’s degree in chemical
engineering and worked in the field of chemistry in Wisconsin and Ohio.
A job at Latrobe Brewing Co. in Westmoreland County (now City Brewing Co.)
brought him to Pennsylvania, where he was a science teacher at Kiski Area High School,
the Vice Principal at Seton LaSalle Catholic High School and a stay-at-home dad in Collier.
Several years ago, he became interested in printing and founded Ringaboy LLC, an
e-commerce business featuring retro-style shirts bearing licensed railroad logos.
Mr. Bernas said printing combines his technical ability with the opportunity to
exercise his creative muscles. “Scientists have a natural interest in art,” he said. “This is a
chance to pursue art directly.”
Northwood Printing, 50 Abele Road, Suite 1003: 724-980-9094; www.northwoodprinting.com.

Founded in 1917, Watson serves
more than 1,300 children with special
needs, including Olivia O., pictured
with teacher Sarah DeCubellis.
About 120 students ages 5 to 21
attend the Education Center South,
230 Hickory Grade Road, South
Fayette.
About 75 school districts, including
South Fayette, work with Watson.
Details: 412-741-1800 or
www.thewatsoninstitute.org.
—Andrea Iglar
4|
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Hennecke HQ moves to South Fayette
Global company plans to grow
By Andrea Iglar

Hennecke celebrated the opening of its new North American
headquarters in South Fayette Township on March 5.
From left, township Commissioners Gwen Rodi and Rebecca
Sray cut the ribbon along with Hennecke President Alois Schmid
and General Manager Lutz Heidrich. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)

Hennecke, a polyurethane technology company, has relocated its North
American headquarters from Cecil Township to Alpine Point Business Park in
South Fayette Township.
The global company, which manufactures machines and equipment that
make polyurethane,
held a ribbon cutting
March 5 at an $8 million,
"We are looking forward to great things
35,000-square-foot
to come here."
facility on Alpine Road.
—Lutz Heidrich, Hennecke
A total of 53
employees work in
the facility, which
development firm Al. Neyer constructed and leased.
The building includes office, engineering and conference space; a research
and development laboratory; a parts warehouse; and areas for repair and
rebuilding services.
“We will grow,” Hennecke General Manager Lutz Heidrich said. “We are
looking forward [to]…great things to come here.”
Founded in Germany in 1945, Hennecke last year celebrated 50 years in
North America, with 42 years in the Pittsburgh area.
Prior to 2008, the company was part of Bayer. Since then, the headquarters
has added 20 employees.
“We’re very excited to have you part of our community, and we want to
watch you grow,” South Fayette Township Commissioner Gwen Rodi said.
“Thank you for choosing South Fayette.”
The company supplies plants that make a variety of polyurethane-based
products for the automotive, transportation, refrigeration, household goods,
marine, aerospace, footwear, clothing, sporting goods, furniture, bedding,
mattress and construction industries.
Polyurethane is a synthetic resin used in paints, varnishes, adhesives and
foams.
In addition to the United States, the company operates facilities in Italy,
Brazil, Mexico, China, Singapore, South Korea, India and Russia.
Hennecke, 1000 Energy Dr., South Fayette: 724-271-3686 or www.hennecke.com/us.
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South Fayette wins grant for
playground equipment
Inclusive swings let adults, kids play together
By Andrea Iglar

South Fayette
Township has
received a $3,500
grant to install an
Expression Swing
(bottom right) and
Expression Swing
Universal (right)
in Morgan Park.
(Photos courtesy of
GameTime)

South Fayette Township Parks and Recreation has received a $3,500
Play for Change grant for the purchase of two dual-person swings in
Morgan Park.
The playground equipment allows an adult and child, or two
children, to interact face-to-face while they swing, providing
opportunities for multigenerational play and emotional bonding.
"This is a first step toward transforming our parks and playgrounds into spaces that
offer more inclusive play for all ages and abilities," township Parks and Recreation Director
Paula Willis said.
Both sets of swings let adults and kids play together. The GameTime Expression Swing
has a bucket seat for children under five years old and a facing adult swing.
The Expression Swing Universal includes an adult swing facing an adaptive seat, which
provides support for children ages 5 to 12 of all abilities.
The equipment will be installed in Morgan Park this spring, with a ribbon cutting set
for May 8 at 4 p.m.
South Fayette Township was the only municipality to receive a Play for Change grant.
Funds come from the Grable Foundation and the Benedum Foundation via
Scan QR code for
Play for Change the Playful Pittsburgh Collaborative.
The grant program, launched in October, seeks concepts that bring
details
collaborative, uplifting and accessible play to communities.
"We hope that these new projects will inspire communities and bring joy
to people through play," the Play for Change website says.
Details: www.playfulpittsburgh.org/play-for-change-grant.

6|
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Police Department Leaders
Below: Police officers Mike Zurcher, left, and Jeff Sgro are
recognized for 20 years of service to South Fayette Township
during the Board of Commissioners meeting in March.

Right: District Judge Maureen McGraw-Desmet in January
swears in police officers Jason Hensel, top, and Bryan Monyak
as sergeants. (Photos: Andrea Iglar)
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Be prepared for severe spring storms
Stay informed and have your go-bag ready
By B.J. Supan
When thinking of harsh weather we usually think of winter, but
springtime also is a severe weather season in Western Pennsylvania.
Spring storms can strike quickly and have the potential
to produce heavy rain,
lightning, hail, strong winds
and even tornadoes.
Preparedness is critical
for each resident of South
Fayette Township.
Here are some steps
you can take to make
sure you and your family
are prepared for severe
FEMA News Photo
weather:
Stay Informed.
Ensure you are connected to local media, such as TV, radio, social
media and other news outlets that can inform you when severe
weather threatens our area.
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
weather radios are a great resource for receiving information.
You can sign up for South Fayette Township emergency alerts
at www.southfayettepa.com/notifyme, and you can follow "Ready"
on Twitter @ReadyGov.

Know the difference between a Weather Watch
and a Weather Warning.
The National Weather Service issues a watch when conditions are
favorable for a severe storm to develop. Under a watch, look to
local media for updates on weather-related information.
Warnings are issued by the National Weather Service when
thunderstorms are actively creating severe weather, either
reported by the general public or seen on radar. Under a warning,
it is important to immediately take shelter away from doors and
windows.
Be Prepared.
Create a go-bag for your family in case you must leave home due to
damage or loss of power.
Your kit should contain supplies for each member of your
family that last for a minimum of 72 hours. Some items to include
in your bag are water, food, medications, hygiene items, a flashlight
with extra batteries, a radio, a charger for your cell phone and extra
clothing.
For a complete list of emergency kit ideas, visit the Department
of Homeland Security webpage www.ready.gov/build-a-kit.
B.J. Supan is Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator for South
Fayette Township.

Scoop & Shovel
South Fayette Township Public Works crew member Jamie Campbell
operates a mini-excavator while Michael Meglen shovels dirt to
uncover a storm drain along Hunting Ridge Road in February. The
work helps move water through the stormwater management system
and into natural waterways, thus reducing road flooding, erosion and
associated damage. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)
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Beam
Me Up

P hotos by
Andrea Iglar

More than four miles of the 13-mile, $800 million Southern Beltway are under construction
in South Fayette. Expected to open in mid-2021, the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission’s
toll highway will join I-79 with Route 22 near Pittsburgh International Airport. Above: Two
enormous cranes, working in tandem, lift and place an 80-ton, 132-foot-long concrete bridge
beam near Route 50 in South Fayette in February. The bridge will carry a connector road
between Route 50 and the beltway, which will pass under the bridge. Right: Bridge pier
construction approaching Route 50 has closed part of Millers Run Road. Top right: Piers stretch
high into the sky. Project details: www.patpconstruction.com/southern_beltway/22to79.

Diamond Sponsor - Touch-a-Truck - Thank you!
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Updated mowing equipment saves time, money
Tractor with attachments allows quicker, safer park maintenance
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Township Public Works
and some state-owned roads amounts
A small piece of equipment will make a
to more than 300 acres each year.
big difference in the parks this summer.
mows 100 acres of grass every week
From last April to October,
South Fayette Township Public
during the summer.
the labor costs of grass
Works has purchased an
mowing and trimming
all-wheel drive compact
topped $122,800, with 10
tractor, along with
people—including two
attachments, to help
full-time employees, two
maintain grass, fields and
adult seasonal workers
other township property
and six summer youth
more efficiently.
employees—spending
“It’s the most
nearly every day mowing
versatile equipment we
and maintaining the
have now,” Public Works
parks and other township
Superintendent Nick
property.
Nickolas said.
The updated
The $65,000
equipment will allow one
Ventrac 4500Z includes
person to tackle in an hour
attachments for athletic
or two what previously
field mowing, aerating and
took four people a whole
grooming; leaf blowing;
day to complete, Mr.
brush cutting; stump
Nickolas said.
grinding; and trench
The articulating tractor
digging.
can navigate steep slopes
A removable cab
up to 30 degrees (58 percent
provides seasonal
grade), so workers will not
protection for operators
South Fayette Township Public Works crew member John Barrett demonstrates the leafneed to risk dangerous,
and protects them from
blower attachment on the department’s new tractor in February. (Photo: Andrea Iglar)
time-consuming manual
injuries, poison ivy and
weed whacking on hills.
other risks of manual
“It’s way safer than any other machine made to do steep
maintenance.
In the summer, Public Works cuts and trims about 100 acres of slopes," Mr. Nickolas said.
Public Works Director Butch Truitt said the department has
grass every week.
Locations include eight parks and trails, the municipal building been aiming to acquire equipment that reduces manpower and
manual labor, which “ultimately frees up the workers to do other
grounds and six major intersections.
necessary tasks.”
In addition, grass cutting along the berms of township-owned

Grow then Mow
Grass mowing in the summer is a time-consuming and
expensive endeavor, with ongoing costs related to labor, fuel,
maintenance and parts.
In addition to the new tractor with attachments, Public Works
maintains the following equipment for grass mowing and
associated transportation of employees and equipment:
3 trucks
3 trailers
12 various types of mowers
Tractor with brush mower
4WD utility vehicle
10 weed trimmers
4 leaf blowers

Mark Mitchell
trims grass in Boys
Home Park. (Photo:
Andrea Iglar)
10 |
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A riser controls
water flowing out
from a detention
basin back to
the natural
waterways. A
cage prevents
large debris from
blocking the
outflow.

In the school of stormwater,
detention is a good thing
By John Kanaskie

B

ack in high school, when students received
detention (this doesn’t pertain to any South Fayette
residents, of course!) they were held after school for a
short period of time, and then released to go home.
All around the community, stormwater also gets detention—
not as a disciplinary measure, but for the important environmental
purpose of reducing flooding and erosion.
After rainfall or snowmelt, stormwater facilities called
detention basins capture the resulting surface water, and then
gradually release it back into natural waterways.
If you look around your neighborhood, you likely will notice a
detention basin, also called a dry basin.
Usually the property of a homeowners association or other
residential organization, the basin, resembling a big bowl, is
designed to receive the bulk of stormwater collected in the area by
storm sewers, roof drain collectors and swales (see "Don't Let the
Swale Fail" in the winter 2019 issue of South Fayette Connect).
When a property is developed, traditionally vegetated areas
that had soaked up stormwater or slowed its flow into creeks are
transformed into largely hard, impervious surfaces that don’t allow
water to pass into the ground.
As a result, water ends up flowing into streams very quickly,
causing flooding and waterway erosion.
Most stormwater basins in South Fayette are detention basins,

Gold Sponsor - Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt - Thank you!

although a few are retention, or wet, basins, meaning that they
hold water indefinitely and release water only after the basin
reaches a high level.
Detention basins contain several structures:
•

A grassy basin to hold water

•

A riser to control the outflow of water, including a cage to
prevent large debris from blocking the water flow

•

An emergency spillway to let water overflow during
unusually huge storms

•

A concrete endwall at the end of a pipe to feed water into
the basin

•

A low-flow channel, usually lined with stone, that allows
small, routine amounts of water to enter and leave basin

South Fayette Township is implementing a process to inspect
detention basins throughout the community.
Reports, along with required maintenance information, will be
sent to basin owners this year.
Questions? Contact township Engineer Technician John Kanaskie at
jkanaskie@sftwp.com, or visit www.southfayettepa.com/water.

How to Maintain a Detention Basin
Remove trees & large shrubs from bottom and walls of basin
Keep brush trimmed
Seed bare spots
Repair erosion
Periodically remove accumulated sediment
Keep trash and debris out of basin
Do not dump yard waste or grass clippings into basin
Do not place yard items, such as picnic tables, firepits or
swing sets, in basin
South Fayette Connect | Spring 2019 | 11

H

Icher said in a phone interview in February.

e put the “Fayette” in
“South Fayette.”
Gilbert du Motier,
Marquis de Lafayette—a French nobleman,
loyal friend of George Washington and
beloved Revolutionary War general—is the
namesake of South Fayette Township and
countless other American places.
While General Lafayette never
visited the 21-square-mile area that today
comprises South Fayette, he came close
nearly 200 years ago, when he stopped in
Pittsburgh, Elizabeth, Washington and
other nearby locales during a 24-state tour.

A VERY Popular Namesake
South Fayette Township, established in
1842, was named after Lafayette by way
of the community's predecessor, Fayette
Township, which had been carved from
Moon Township in 1790. Later, it was
divided into South Fayette and North
Fayette townships.
“It’s fundamentally an American act
to name an American town after Lafayette,
even though he was French born,” Mr. Icher
said.
Lafayette has more American places
named after him than any other foreign

On the Trail of Lafayette

“It’s fundamentally an
American act to name
an American town after
Lafayette, even though
he was French born."

In 1824, Lafayette—the last surviving
general of the American Revolution—was
living back in France when U.S. President
James Monroe invited him to return to
America as a guest of honor for a 13-month
tour of the union, nearly 50 years after
the decisive victory over the British at
Yorktown, Virginia.
Julien Icher, founder of the
Lafayette Trail project, visits
Washington, D.C. (Photo
courtesy of Mr. Icher)

—Julien Icher, Lafayette Trail Project

dignitary, ranking with George Washington,
Ben Franklin and Thomas Jefferson in
the number of places named after him,
according to The American Friends of
Lafayette, a nonprofit organization that
fosters and promotes the friendship
between the U.S. and France.
In a sense, Lafayette and his wife,
Marie Adrienne Francoise, returned the
favor by naming
their son Georges
Washington de
Lafayette and one
of their daughters
Marie Antoinette
Virginie de
Lafayette,
after General
Washington's
home state of Virginia.

LAFAY

Friend of America
Julien Icher of Carcassonne, France, is
mapping the historical figure’s route as part
of the Lafayette Trail project, an initiative
to create a historic trail from New England
to New Orleans.
The project includes historical research,
interpretation, web mapping, diplomatic
endeavors and education to raise awareness
about the achievements of Lafayette.
“He is a fundamental American icon
because he embodies the idea of liberty," Mr.
12 |
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A French military officer, Lafayette served
the Americans in the Revolutionary War
without pay, even donating his own money
for clothing and weapons.
Working closely with General
Washington, Lafayette was instrumental
in the achievement of American
independence, becoming a celebrity
and America’s greatest foreign political
supporter.
Lafayette’s Farewell Tour in America

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

@SouthFayetteTwp
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Lafayette is depicted as
a lieutenant general in
1791 in this portrait by
Joseph-Désiré Court.
(Image courtesy of
Wikipedia Commons)

was an opportunity for city and country
folk alike to see a living hero during a
period of particularly contentious and
divisive politics.
“People lined up on the streets just to
touch him or see him go by on the carriage,”
Mr. Icher said.
“He was really adored and accepted
everywhere.”
The tour renewed America’s sense of
patriotism and helped bring everybody
together, solidifying Lafayette’s legacy as
a founding father and “the paramount
American icon,” Mr. Icher said.
Mr. Icher—who is well versed in U.S.
history and holds master’s degrees in
geography and Geographic Information
Systems (GIS)—manages the Lafayette Trail
project for the Consulate General of France
in Boston.
Mr. Icher also serves as co-Vice
Chairman of the committee in charge of
promoting the 2024–2025 bicentennial
of the tour for The American Friends of
Lafayette.
Mr. Icher credits Lafayette for building
the foundation of a U.S.-French alliance
that has been vital over the past two
centuries.
“We come together and share values,
and somebody like Lafayette is perfectly in
the middle,” he said.
“He’s part of the history of the U.S., and
as such, he is remembered all over this
country.”

YETTE

ry War hero
FAYETTE in
FAYETTE

By
a Iglar

Visit www.thelafayettetrail.com for more
information about
the Lafayette Trail
project, including
an interactive map,
or find
@TheLafayetteTrail
on Facebook.

Timeline
Sept. 6, 1757
Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert
du Motier de Lafayette, Marquis
de Lafayette, is born in ChavaniacLafayette, France
July 31, 1777
U.S. Congress awards Lafayette the
commission of major general in the
American Continental Army
1775–1783
American Revolution
1790
Fayette Township in Western
Pennsylvania is named
Aug. 15, 1824–Sept. 7, 1825
Lafayette's American Farewell Tour
March 16, 1842
South Fayette Township established
May 20, 1834
Lafayette dies in Paris at age 76
2015
The musical “Hamilton” debuts on
Broadway, featuring founding father
Alexander Hamilton and his friend
Lafayette leading American forces
against the British at Yorktown
2017
Frenchman Julien Icher starts
Lafayette Trail project
2024–2025
Bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell
Tour

Lafayette's Favorite Portrait
Lafayette’s favorite image of himself—this 7-foot-by5-foot portrait by artist Ary Scheffer—hangs in the
chamber of the U.S. House of Representatives. Created
in 1823 and gifted to the House in 1824, the painting
hangs to one side of the House speaker’s rostrum, with
George Washington’s portrait on the opposite side.
During Lafayette’s American tour in 1824, the image was
pirated for “every kind of souvenir imaginable,” and the
image was used on currency in 27 states, according to the
History, Art & Archives, U.S. House of Representatives,
website. The same year, Lafayette became the first
foreign dignitary to address a joint meeting of Congress.
(Image courtesy of https://history.house.gov)
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By Andrea Iglar

UILD IT

& They Will Come

Building
inspectors
ensure safe
structures

Build a house, and they will come.

For residential accessory structures such as a deck, pool, hot
tub or shed, a builder or an individual resident provides detailed
Build a business, and they will come.
construction plans and applies for a building permit. Fees may vary
Build a deck, a porch roof or a swimming pool, and they
depending on the project and its size.
will come.
“Any time you’re building something, check with the township
South Fayette Township building inspectors Gary Hartz and
Joe Niedermeyer are out in the field every day inspecting structures to see if you need a permit,” Mr. Hartz said. “When in doubt, best
to call.”
that are being put up in the community.
Permits also are required for other
Whether it’s a residential neighborhood or
“Any time you’re
residential and commercial construction and
a commercial development, they are responsible
renovation projects.
building something,
for issuing building permits and inspecting
Once the township’s building department
check with the
dozens of components, from foundation to
reviews and approves the building permit
township to see if
finish, to ensure structures meet minimum
application, construction can begin—but
you need a permit."
safety standards.
each phase depends on the prior item passing
“That’s the whole purpose of the minimum
—Gary Hartz, Building Inspector
inspection first.
code,” Mr. Niedermeyer said. “We’re making
For example, in a commercial building,
sure that the building is safe.”
inspection of framing (wood or steel giving a
Apply to build it, and they issue permits.
structure shape) must be completed after electrical and plumbing
Whether a multimillion-dollar commercial development or a
connections are inspected, but before insulation and drywall are
townhouse deck, every project requires a permit and fee payment.
installed.

Building by the Numbers, 2018
Total building permits: 416
Total permit fees collected: $284,971
Total estimated construction value: $57.6 million
New Construction Starts
• 8 commercial structures
• 102 single-family homes
• 39 townhouses
• 173 accessory structures
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Right: South Fayette Township building inspectors
Gary Hartz and Joe Niedermeyer ensure residential
and commercial building projects meet minimum code
requirements. Top: Mr. Hartz takes measurements of a
deck being built onto the back of a house. Top right: Mr.
Niedermeyer shines a flashlight toward the ceiling during a
framing inspection. Opposite, middle: Mr. Hartz removes his
muddy boots before entering a newly carpeted home for a
final inspection. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)
linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

Build it, and they inspect it.

Inspections occur in phases over the course of days, weeks, months
or even years, depending on the size and complexity of a project.
The inspection process generally starts when a footer or
foundation is being prepared and ends after finishes are in place.
For example, a final home inspection usually occurs after carpeting,
kitchen appliances, windows, fixtures and other final touches are
installed. That’s why Mr. Hartz and Mr. Niedermeyer are prepared
to remove their muddy boots, or wear protective booties, during
final inspections.
The complete inspection checklist varies by project but
can include areas such as footers, foundations and framing;
mechanical, HVAC, and fire protection systems; drywall; and
furniture that must meet flammability requirements.
Certain sewer inspections are performed by the Municipal
Authority of the Township of South Fayette, while Allegheny
County and third-party inspectors review electrical and plumbing
systems. Elevators are inspected by the state Department of Labor
& Industry. (“We only get the shaft,” Mr. Niedermeyer joked.)
Builders always receive written reports specifying required
adjustments, and once
the changes are made, the
structures can be reinspected
until they are approved.
“If they’re not meeting
minimum code requirements,
they have to correct it to make
it that way,” Mr. Niedermeyer
said.

Build it, and they
ensure it is safe.

Inspections are based on the
regulations in the Uniform
Construction Code, the
statewide building code adopted
by 90 percent of Pennsylvania’s
2,562 municipalities, including
South Fayette Township.
This means South Fayette
may administer and enforce
construction regulations locally,
using township employees.
Mr. Niedermeyer specializes
in commercial inspections
and property maintenance
enforcement, while Mr. Hartz
focuses on residential and
accessory structure inspections. Mr. Hartz also is the zoning officer
and certified Building Code Official.
Both inspectors hold multiple certifications and complete
continuing education to retain their status.
Mr. Hartz said that ultimately, inspections help ensure
structures are built uniformly to modern-day code and baseline
safety standards. “It’s minimum code,” he said, “but you can always
build better.”
Details and application: Visit www.southfayettepa.com/building
or call 412-221-8700, ext. 219.
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Celebration
Hundreds of people attended the South Fayette Township Library's 25th
anniversary celebration March 9 with a free event at the Sygan SNPJ in
South Fayette. Activities included stories with costumed children's book
characters, Indian dancing and a fashion show, a musical performance
by South Fayette Middle School students, a magician, a photo booth,
book signings, face painting, a DJ, crafts, refreshments, door prizes and
nonprofit booths organized by the South Fayette Township Historical
Society and Friends of the South Fayette Township Library.

Photo: South Fayette Township Library

Photo:
Cassandra Morris

Photo: Harry Funk

Clockwise from top left: Shambhavi Desai, township resident and founder of the
Sanskruti School of Indian Dance and Music in South Fayette, with eighth-grader Ria
Chada, left, and sixth-grader Likhita Varaganti. Attendees dig into a pile of free books.
Library Youth Services Coordinator Nicole Harding dances with Gerald the Elephant
and Piggie (played by library staffers Sue Labadie and Sarah Grebinoski, respectively),
characters from Mo Willems' children's book "Elephants Cannot Dance!" Betty Lewis,
left, visits with Mary Ann Kerting, fellow member of Friends of the South Fayette Township
Library. South Fayette library board members, from left, Bill Caye, Cindy Cox, Lori
Palmieri and David Alligood enjoy the event. Carolyn Conte hugs her stuffed lion. A
birthday cake is decorated to resemble book spines with titles. Student volunteer Lexi
Yates greets Cayci Garland, in character as Clifford the Big Red Dog.

Photo: South Fayette Township Library
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SPRING@Library

The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road, hosts a variety of activities for children, young adults
and adults. Programs are free and held in the library/township building unless otherwise noted.

Youth

Adult

Register at www.southfayettelibrary.org under “Events” or call 412-257-8660
Story Time Chess (Ages 4 – 6)
Thursdays starting April 4, 6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Young children learn the basics of chess, characters and their
movements through storytelling.

Create Your Own Greeting Cards,
Thurs. April 4, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Make two beautiful greeting cards to take home. Cost is $5/
person. Please pay the instructor at the beginning of class.

Puppy Tales (Ages 6 & up)
Saturdays April 6 & May 4, 1:30 p.m.
Children practice reading aloud to friendly therapy dogs.

Getting Your House Ready to Sell,
Weds. April 10, 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
Get tips for putting your house on the market.

Preschool STEAM (Ages 3 1/2 – Pre-K)
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.
Spring sessions focus on robotics and water.

Spring Flower Arranging Class, Weds. April 17
Session 1: 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Session 2: 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Learn how to make beautiful spring arrangements of live
flowers. Cost is $15/person; please pay in advance at the library.

Story Time, Thursdays
Toddlers (Ages 3 & under): 10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
Preschoolers (Ages 4 – 6): 11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Enjoy weekly reading, songs, socializing and fun activities.

Estate Planning, Thurs. April 18, 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
Find out why estate planning is important and how to navigate
the difficult process of ensuring last wishes are met and upheld.

Artsonia Art Club (Ages 9 & up), Monthly
Check the library website for dates and times
Teens and tweens learn and practice art techniques.
Summer programs start June 10
Registration opens June 1. Check the library website for
additional programs. Highlights include:
Nature Explorers (Ages 3 – 5)
Mission Space (Grades 2 – 4)
Allegheny Park Rangers (Ages 7 – 11)
Cruise into Kindergarten (Entering kindergarten)

Arthritis 101, Weds. May 1, 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Find out how to manage pain and access treatments.
CBD 101, Weds. May 8, 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Have you heard people talking about CBD? Learn what CBD is,
how it works in the body, potential benefits and more.
How to Stay Young the First 100 Years!
Thurs. May 16, 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
A free spinal screening is included in this fun presentation.
Summer Learning: A Parent's Guide
Thurs. June 6, 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Keep your children's learning alive over summer break.

Letting
off Steam!
Kids had fun
learning about
parachutes at the
South Fayette
Township Library
in January. Right:
Michael Marco, 8,
prepares to drop
a mini-parachute
that he made from
a coffee filter. The
program focused
on elements of
STEAM—science,
technology,
engineering, art
and math. (Photo:
Andrea Iglar)

The Between Two Libraries Book Group for adults read Trevor Noah's
"Born a Crime" this winter. The club meets the first Tuesday of each
month from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at either the South Fayette Township
Library or the Bridgeville Public Library. Front row, from left: Donna
Klimas, Jim Klimas and Don Balya. Back row, from left: Adult program
coordinator Sarah Grebinoski, Mary Lou Wetzel, Patty Cook and Robin
Grant. (Photo courtesy of South Fayette Township Library)
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Trash & Recycling Curbside Collection

South Fayette Township

Garbage and recycling collection in South Fayette Township is split into
Thursday and Friday. In case of a holiday delay, Thursday pickup is moved
to Friday, and Friday pickup is moved to Saturday.
Find your service day and other waste pickup guidelines at
www.SouthFayettePA.com/2019calendar.

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700

Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is collected every 2 weeks.
Place bins at the curb the night before. Please do not bag recyclables.

twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp

April
Thurs. 4
Fri. 5
Trash Collection

Thurs. 11
Fri. 12
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 18
Fri. 19
Trash Collection

Thurs. 25
Fri. 26
Trash Collection
Recycling

Collection Calendar:
SouthFayettePA.com/
2019calendar
Recycling Resources:
SouthFayettePA.com/
recycle
Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

May
Thurs. 2
Fri. 3
Trash Collection

Thurs. 9
Fri. 10
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 16
Fri. 17
Trash Collection

Thurs. 23
Fri. 24
Trash Collection
Recycling

Fri. May 31
Sat. June 1
Trash Collection
1-day delay due to
Memorial Day

June
Thurs. 6
Fri. 7
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 13
Fri. 14
Trash Collection

Thurs. 20
Fri. 21
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 27
Fri. 28
Trash Collection

South Fayette Township
www.SouthFayettePA.com

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

John M. Barrett, Township Manager
Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant x 210

Parks & Recreation

Finance

Paula Willis, Director x 217

Nancy Degenhardt, Director x 225

Engineering, Zoning & Building

Communications &
Community Development

Shannen McKahan, Assistant x 219
Gary Hartz, Building Code Official
Joe Niedermeyer, Inspector
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician

Public Works
Butch Truitt, Director x 223
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Andrea Iglar, Director x 231

Police Department
John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170

Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

South Fayette School District

Dr. Kenneth Lockette, 412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Williamson-Brady, 412-257-3523, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

Real Estate/Property Tax: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse
Information

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

