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Manager's Message

JOHN M. BARRETT

I

am extremely honored to start the
new year by joining South Fayette as
Township Manager.
I couldn’t be more optimistic about
the township's unbridled potential,
and I look forward to getting to know
the fabric of the community, especially
the residents, employers, volunteers
and other stakeholders who positively
influence the township.
I am extremely grateful that the
Board of Commissioners has entrusted
me with the responsibility of serving.
With the help and support of our
elected officials and talented staff, we
can build on past successes and propel
South Fayette Township into an even
more robust and dynamic community.
There is much to be excited for in
2019, and my pledge is to be diligent in my efforts and to maintain transparency in
our operations to ensure that residents are engaged and aware of the issues facing
us.
The strength of local government continues to be the hard work and dedication
of citizens who give their time and attention to the township.
We benefit from your volunteer effort, whether it is through serving our fire
departments, dedicating time to a board or commission, staying connected through
our print and online resources, participating in a recreational event, or simply
engaging in public discourse. Whatever your interests may be, I encourage you to
stay involved.
As we embark on the new year, please feel free to call my office to say hello or
stop by the township building to meet in person.
I look forward to stepping up to the opportunities and challenges in the
township and wish everyone in the community all the best for a successful 2019.
Thank you,

John M. Barrett
South Fayette Township Manager
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South Fayette

SHORTS

Budget adds two police officers
South Fayette Township's $12.1 million
budget for 2019 includes the addition of
two full-time police officers, which would
result in a total of 20 officers, including
the chief. The township's property tax rate
remains at 4.73 mills, equal to $473 per
$100,000 of assessed value:
www.southfayettepa.com/budget.

Residents of Lakemont Farms displayed
more than 1,200 luminarias on Christmas
Eve. Each lantern, consisting of a candle set
into sand inside a paper bag, brightened the
South Fayette neighborhood at night.
Photo by Colleen Patel.

Recycling changes start in 2019

Police department earns gold
for traffic safety
The South Fayette Township Police
Department has earned a 2018 AAA
Community Traffic Safety Gold Award,
which recognizes efforts to reduce
motor vehicle injuries and fatalities
by conducting educational programs
and promotional campaigns that
encourage safe driving.
The recognition is one level higher
than last year, when the department
received a Silver Award.
Police Chief John Phoennik, pictured,
accepted a plaque in November
from AAA East Central president Jim
Lehman.
Chief Phoennik acknowledged South
Fayette police Sgt. Mike Wesolek for
coordinating programs related to
aggressive driving, seat belt safety
and driving under the influence.

Starting in January, glass and
some plastics no longer are
accepted in curbside recycling.
Also, trash and recycling
collection in some parts of
South Fayette Township has changed
to Friday. Please detach and keep the
recycling calendar and street schedule
provided at the back of this magazine, or
visit www.southfayettepa.com/recycle.

Free tax prep assistance offered
Free tax return preparation assistance
is available to South Fayette Township
residents from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
weekdays from Feb. 4 through April 12
at The Bible Chapel in Peters Township,
300 Gallery Drive, McMurray, PA 15317. No
appointments; first come, first served.
Bring these for yourself and any spouse
or dependents: ID; birthdate; Social
Security number; W-2, 1095 and 1099
statements; and property tax receipts.
Details about the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance program: Call 800-829-1040
or search “VITA” at www.irs.gov.

Class of 1969 sought for reunion

Census job applicants wanted

The South Fayette High School Class of
1969 is seeking classmates for a reunion
in September. Please send contact
information to dmvezzi1@verizon.net.

The U.S. Census Bureau is accepting
applications for temporary office and field
positions related to the 2020 Census.
Details: www.2020census.gov/jobs.
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Magazine wins two international
awards
South Fayette Connect
is winner of two 2018
international MarCom
Awards in the Print
Creativity category:
a Gold Award for
Magazine Writing and an
Honorable Mention for
Magazine Photography.
The international
creative competition
for marketing and communication
professionals recognizes outstanding
achievement and work that serves as a
benchmark for the industry.
In 2016, South Fayette Connect also
won a Gold Award in the category of
Government Magazine.

linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

New year, new manager

Meet

SAWYER GRAY

John M. Barrett joins South Fayette Township
By Andrea Iglar
John M. Barrett joined South Fayette as township manager on Jan. 2.
Formerly the manager of Baldwin Borough, Mr. Barrett has
served in municipal government for more than 12 years, plus he
spent eight years in other roles dealing with local government,
nonprofit programs and economic development.
“South Fayette is a growing community with a reputation for
providing quality services to its residents," Mr. Barrett said. "I'm
thrilled to join the team."
Mr. Barrett is recipient of the 2018 Joseph A. James Memorial
Award for Excellence in Local Government Administration,
which recognizes exemplary management and professionalism in
municipal government.
The South Fayette Township Board of Commissioners voted
in November to appoint him, and in January, Mr. Barrett took the oath of office (pictured)
from District Judge Maureen McGraw-Desmet.
Since 2010, Mr. Barrett had been manager of Baldwin, and he previously served
as chief administrator of Murrysville, executive director of Friendship Development
Associates Inc., director of programs with the Local Government Academy and director of
operations for the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership.
He has completed coursework at Duquesne University’s Graduate Center for Social
and Public Policy and holds a bachelor’s degree in English literature.
Mr. Barrett serves on the board of the Association for Pennsylvania Municipal
Management and is a member of the International City/County Management Association
and other professional organizations.
A native of the Pittsburgh area, he had graduated from Gateway Senior High School in
Monroeville. He and his wife, Julie, live in neighboring Upper St. Clair with their daughters
Jamie and Jadyn. His parents reside in South Fayette.

How Do I ... Keep Fire Hydrants Accessible?
What’s usually yellow, stands about three feet tall and helps firefighters save lives
and protect property? The answer: a fire hydrant! When responding to an emergency,
one of the fire department’s greatest assets is a hydrant, which provides a valuable
water supply for helping to extinguish fires. Here are a few tips you can use to help
firefighters quickly access and use fire hydrants near your home:

1

In the winter, remove snow and ice
from around fire hydrants. Ensure
at least three feet are cleared in
each direction so firefighters can easily
locate hydrants in snowy conditions.

2

Don’t park your vehicle in front of
a hydrant or directly adjacent to
it. Doing so can block the hydrant,
making it difficult for firefighters to find
and use it.

3

Clear all vegetation from
around hydrants. Township
code requires a “3-foot
clear space” around the entire
circumference of hydrants,
and firefighters need to have
unobstructed access around all
sides. Be especially mindful of this
when maintaining your yard and
flower beds.

4

If you notice a problem with a fire
hydrant on your street, please
notify South Fayette Township
at 412-221-8700. The township will
contact Pennsylvania American Water
to address the problem.

F

or additional safety tips, visit
www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention.
—B.J. Supan

I

n July, Sawyer Gray became the
first female officer in the history of
the South Fayette Township Police
Department. Previously with the
Port Authority of Allegheny County
Police, she was "looking for more of
a community to fit into."
Hometown: Topsail Island, N.C.
Education: Bachelor's degree in
criminal justice, University of North
Carolina-Pembroke; graduate of
Allegheny County Police Academy
First Jobs: Beach rental inspector
and waitress, including at a Steelersthemed sports bar in North Carolina
Hobbies: Working out at the gym
and spending time with her family
Special Skill: Yellow belt in Krav
Maga, a self-defense technique
Favorite Foods: Pizza and ice cream
(Hershey's Cappuccino Crunch)
Favorite Holiday: Christmas: "I like
to decorate and look at the lights."
Favorite Sport: Volleyball; she
competed in high school and college
Bucket List: Swim with great white
sharks in Australia or South Africa
Best Quality of South Fayette: "The
community is aware and interested
in keeping the township safe."
Little known fact about Sawyer:
Her name stems from her mother
reading a book (but not "Tom
Sawyer") featuring a character
named Sawyer. "Boy or girl, I was
going to be Sawyer," she said.
— Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Connect | Winter 2019 | 3
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AROUND THE TOWNSHIP

Young Einsteins
More than 170 young scientists and
inventors displayed their experiments
and inventions at the South Fayette
School District’s annual Science
and Invention Fair in November. The
non-judged, PTA-sponsored event
offered an opportunity for students
in kindergarten through fifth grade
to explore an interesting question or
create a solution to a problem. An
estimated 500 people attended.
Photos Clockwise from top: First-grader Elise
Gibbs explains a snail's diet; third-graders Ellena
Gibbs, Avani Patil and Eashwari Potdar look at
the nutritional content of cereal; kindergartner
Ashwin Rajanikanth delves into the creation of
rainbows as his brother, fourth-grader Gautham
Rajanikanth, explores refraction; and secondgrader Achyuta Atreya demonstrates magnets.
(Photos courtesy of Jennifer Offenbeck)

Platinum Sponsor - Touch-a-Truck - Thank you!

South Fayette

McKEES ROCKS
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Reunited

South Fayette

AROUND THE TOWNSHIP

Ten sportsmen participate in
accessible hunt
Reunited The South Fayette High School classes of 1947, 1949, 1950 and 1951, along
with their guests, gathered for a reunion dinner in November at the school. Front
row, from left: Bob Rank, Dora Rusciolelli Corris, Dolores Ragaller Barzanty, Marion
Campbell Grafe, Emily Nadeja Brady and Mary Rusnak Warholak. Middle row: Anna
Mae Eltschlager, Daisy Kubiak Hofrichter, Patsy Battistone, Gloria Battistone, Kay
Taucher Rank, Joanne Berquist Barbaryka, Gerry Casciola Adair, Madlyn Quarture
Cotter and Mary Franjione. Back row: John Brady, Joe Delahaut, Jim Adair, John
Franjione, Diane Franjione, Rita Andreis Kimes, Ken Hofrichter, Tom Bicusky, Patty
Prevade McCaffrey and Albert Franjione. (Submitted Photo)

South Fayette Township's annual
Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt drew 10
deer hunters who experience physical
challenges. Volunteers assisted the
participants at the Alpine Hunting
& Fishing Club in South Fayette
(pictured above) as part of a threeday event in October.
—Andrea Iglar

Diamond Sponsors - Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt - Thank you!
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South Fayette

SWCA Environmental Consultants employs
about 15 professionals in South Fayette
including, from left, director Seth Mitchell;
environmental technician Rachel Galloway;
natural resources project manager Heather
Sexton; and natural resources team lead Kyle
Helal. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)

BUSINESS

Food pantry opens at
chamber of commerce
A food donation resource called
the Little Free Pantry opened in
December outside the South West
Communities Chamber of Commerce,
990 Washington Pike in Collier.
Constructed and donated by the
nonprofit Pennsylvania Youth
Initiative, the Little Free Pantry offers
free dry and canned goods to area
homeless people, veterans and others
in need, who can access the pantry
24 hours a day.
Food or monetary donations may
be dropped off at the chamber from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday–Thursday.
Monthly sponsorships are available.
South Fayette Township is a member
of the chamber, which held a ribbon
cutting for the pantry on Dec. 18.
The Little Free Pantry aims to help
address food insecurity:
www.littlefreepantry.org.
Questions about donations? Call the
chamber at 412.221.4100.
—Andrea Iglar

Environmental consultants shift spaces
Unusual animal part of precious cargo

Axolotl, or Mexican
walking fish

An axolotl named Nacho—an amphibian known as a Mexican
walking fish—was among the precious cargo when SWCA
Environmental Consultants moved to Abele Business Park in South
Fayette Township in September.
The firm’s 15-person team of biologists, ecologists, archaeologists
and other scientists and technical experts, along with their pet salamander, had been
housed in South Fayette’s Bursca Business Park since 2012.
The company offers a full spectrum of services focused on planning, natural and
cultural resource management, air quality, permitting, regulatory compliance, water
resources and climate change consulting. The firm also values its SWCA Gives Back service
program.
“We want to be involved in South Fayette, and we want to be good community
neighbors,” said Seth Mitchell, director of the Pittsburgh office in South Fayette.
Founded in Arizona in 1981, SWCA today has more than 900 employees in 30 offices
nationwide.
SWCA: 80 Emerson Lane, Suite 1306, South Fayette PA 15017; 412.839.1001; www.swca.com.
—Andrea Iglar

Gold Sponsors - Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt - Thank you!

412-221-1600
www.colussy.com
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Thanks for Giving

Local business leaders
attended South Fayette
Township's "Thanks for
Giving" appreciation
luncheon in November. ◊
Clockwise from right: Jen
Crouse of Howard Hanna
chats with Jennifer Suffern
of Heartland Homes. ◊ Stacy
and John Kosky of Kosky
Contracting are frequent
supporters. ◊ Top sponsors,
from left, are represented
by Brian Henry of Treeline
Church, Emily Kammenzind
and Marilyn Sutton of Dollar
Bank, and Stacie Riley of
Washington Financial Bank. ▶

S

◊ Displaying their awards
are (front row, from left) Don
Housley of Mitall Division of
KU Resources, Megan Colussy
of Colussy Chevrolet, Tom
Strang of Keystone Paralyzed
Veterans of America-Keystone
Chapter, Jim and Justin
O'Connor of Growing Seasons
Landscaping and (back row,
from left) Mark Rozum and
Pete Beaulieu of Greater
Allegheny Pheasants Forever,
June Chase of Silhol Builders,
and township commissioners
Rebecca Sray and Joseph
Horowitz. ◊ Photos by
Andrea Iglar & Paula Willis

outh Fayette Township organized the first annual "Thanks for Giving" appreciation luncheon in
November to recognize the sponsors of community events and programs throughout 2018.
Certificates or trophies were awarded to all cash contributors, with top recognitions going to
Dollar Bank; Washington Financial Bank; Goldberg, Kamin & Garvin; Kiddie Academy South Fayette;
Treeline Church; and John Kosky Contracting.
In 2018, 44 businesses and organizations participated in the township's sponsor initiative, which raised
$37,850 for South Fayette Community Day, Touch-a-Truck, Movies in the Park, Fourth of July Fireworks, Earth
Cleanup Day, the Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt, the Holiday Celebration and Summer Playground Camp.
The sponsorship program offers perks such as free magazine advertisements in South Fayette Connect,
plus recognition online and during the event. The larger the donation, the more the benefits.
For details about giving opportunities in 2019, please visit www.southfayettepa.com/sponsor or contact
Parks & Recreation Director Paula Willis or Communications Director Andrea Iglar at 412-221-8700.

Gold Sponsor - Community Day - Thank you!

Scan QR
Code for
Sponsorship
Details

Gold Sponsor - Touch-a-Truck - Thank you!
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Don’t Let the Swale Fail
A well-kept yard drainage channel is a swell way to prevent flooding
By John Kanaskie
Swales direct water to a point such as a
Thanks to frequent large rainfalls, South
detention pond, storm inlet or yard drain.
Fayette Township has been “flooded” with
They essentially are an extension of the
complaints about stormwater problems.
storm sewer system.
Homeowners often say something like,
Homeowners understandably have
“I haven’t had problems in the past, but now
the desire to create usable spaces on their
water just flows right down this spot and
properties.
floods my new (patio, pool, play area, etc.).”
To achieve this, sometimes they fill in
I point out that they have built upon,
swales or use them to deposit grass clippings
filled in, or otherwise altered the path that
or store firewood, inadvertently blocking
rainwater needs in order to drain from the
or diverting the water flow and causing the
yard, and the residents respond with, “Oh! I
swale to fail. They usually don't realize that
thought that was just a ditch!”
the land feature is a swale.
The lowly ditch—also called a drainage
The confusion about swales is
channel or swale—actually is quite
understandable
because developers and
important in the world of stormwater.
builders often design ditches to blend in with
Its purpose is noble: to control the flow
Swales (pictured) most often are slight
landscaping. Plus, most people don’t venture
of stormwater and direct water away from
depressions in the ground that follow a
out into their yards during a rainstorm to
houses and other structures to an area where
path spanning several backyards or running
observe the water flow on their property.
it can be better managed, while also allowing
between houses.
In the end, anything that blocks the flow
as much water as possible to seep into the
of stormwater through a swale can cause
soil below.
problems for the owners of the properties
A clear, well-kept swale is a swell way
that the swale runs through, as well as
to help prevent flooding around houses and
The lowly ditch—also
homeowners’ associations and the township.
yards.
called a drainage channel
It is important to keep swales clear of
Identifying a swale is simple. Swales
materials,
trees and debris, so please take a
most often are slight depressions in the
or swale—actually is quite
moment to look around your property to
ground, a foot or two deep and somewhat
important in the world of identify if a swale needs to be tended.
broad, that may run along a long path
stormwater.
If you have any questions about swales
spanning several properties, usually in
or stormwater in general, please contact the
the backyard or running between houses
township office at 412-221-8700 or email jkanaskie@sftwp.com.
perpendicular to the road.
They can be lined with grass or vegetation, or in the case of
John Kanaskie works in the Engineering Department of South Fayette
steeper slopes, with stone designed to slow down the flow of water. Township.

How to Have a Swell Swale
DO

Keep the swale clear.

Do's and Don'ts
for Flood Prevention

Mow the grass if it is part of your yard.

Maintain the size of the swale. If
sediment accumulates or soil falls into
the swale, remove it. If erosion occurs,
return the swale to its original shape.

Do not place lawn furniture, fire pits,
swing sets or other household items
in or over the swale.

Report irregularities in swales located
on common grounds to the township
or your homeowners’ association.

Do not place grass clippings, firewood
or yard debris in the swale.
Do not deposit pet waste in the swale.

Reseed any bare areas.

SouthFayettePA.com

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship

Do not remove stone from rock-lined
swales.
Do not install pipes because they
decrease the flow of water through
the channel.

Remove trees and large vegetation.
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Preparing to stay safe
South Fayette Township police participate in training and
exercises related to active shooter situations
By Andrea Iglar
Tragically, mass shootings, or active shooter situations, have
become more prevalent throughout the country, happening without
warning at workplaces, schools, concerts and other settings.
With prevention and preparation in mind, the South Fayette
Police Department participates in a variety of training exercises
to ensure the best possible responses from law enforcement and
citizens in case such a horrible event should occur.
"We're constantly working to educate the community about
active shooting incidents because this has become such a major
safety issue nationwide," police Chief John Phoennik said.
South Fayette police Sgt. John Leininger and Sgt. Bryan Monyak
both are members of the South Hills Area Council of Governments' Critical Incident
Response Team (CIRT), which includes representatives from more than a dozen regional
police departments.
The sergeants are certified instructors in firearms, Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid
Response Training (ALERRT), Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events (CRASE) and
Exterior Response to Active Shooter Events (ERASE).
To date, the police department has held free CRASE training
for employees of five local businesses, providing strategies,
guidance and proven plans for surviving an active shooter event.
The department holds periodic ALERRT training in local
venues so that officers and other first responders can practice
responding to an active shooter incident.
In the summer, the department held ERASE training
in a community park to practice responses in an open-air
environment.
In October, the police partnered with Allegheny County Emergency Management and
the South Fayette School District to hold an active shooter drill on the high school campus
(staff, but not students, were involved). The exercise was an opportunity to practice
implementing an emergency management plan in case of a school shooting.
The police department recently published an educational booklet, "Any Time, Any
Place: Active Shooter Situations," to use during training events. The project was free
thanks to local business sponsors.
"We want to be as prepared as we can possibly be if something were to happen in
South Fayette or a neighboring community," Chief Phoennik said.
Any organizations interested in free civilian active shooter event training may contact Chief
Phoennik: 412-221-2170 or jphoennik@sftwp.com.
Above, left: The South Fayette Township Police Department has published an educational booklet about
active shooter situations. Above, right: B.J. Supan, the Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator for
South Fayette Township, participates in a training drill on the South Fayette School District campus in
October. Below, left; South Fayette Township police Chief John Phoennik and an Emergency Medical Service
responder participate in the school training exercise as they watch the active shooter drill via remote video
on a projected computer screen (below right). Photos by Andrea Iglar.

Police sergeant recognized
South Fayette Township Police Sgt.
John Leininger has been recognized
for his role in responding to the
shooting tragedy at the Tree of Life
synagogue in Pittsburgh.
Police Chief John Phoennik presented
him with a certificate of appreciation
during the Board of Commissioners
meeting in November.
“With the recent mass shootings
taking place across the country,
our department is very fortunate
to have Sgt. Leininger, who has
experience and can train our officers
for responding to active or critical
incidents,” Chief Phoennik said.
“I feel it is important that we as a
community express our gratitude to
any South Fayette officer who goes
above and beyond their normal daily
activities, even though I’m sure John
would say he was just doing his job.”
On Oct. 27, Sgt. Leininger was off
duty but responded to a call from
the Critical Incident Response Team
of the South Hills Area Council of
Governments, along with many other
officers from throughout the region.
He helped clear the building and take
the suspect into custody.
"I humbly accept this recognition,"
Sgt. Leininger said. "It was a very
tragic situation, and there were a lot
of victims impacted by this. There
were many law enforcement officers
who responded that day who played a
much larger role than I have."
Sgt. Leininger is a trained instructor
in firearms and in several programs
related to active shooter response.
An Army veteran, he has served with
the South Fayette police department
for more than 11 years.
—Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Connect | Winter 2019 | 9

N

ick Nickolas is a weather
watcher.
Before the internet,
the South Fayette
Township Public Works
Superintendent “listened
to Joe DeNardo” for the weather forecast.
Nowadays, he constantly tracks
forecasts, temperatures and radar maps on
multiple websites to prepare for snow, rain,
wind, ice or other conditions that could
affect the roads.
Winter road maintenance is more than
waiting for the snow to fall. It’s a roundthe-clock operation that requires planning,
preparation and efficient mobilization.
“There’s a lot to this,” Mr. Nickolas said.
“We keep an eye on the weather and the
roads no matter what.”

14 Trucks, 80 Miles, 100 Tons

During a major snowstorm, Public Works
can dispatch up to 14 trucks and drivers to
plow and salt nearly 80 miles of roadway
on hundreds of streets throughout the
21-square-mile community.
In total, the fleet lays about 100 tons of
rock salt—worth more than $7,200—each
time the trucks make their rounds through
the established
routes.
Each route
prioritizes roads
to help ensure safe
travel, especially
for commuters and
school buses during
rush hours.
“The most
traveled roads and
the most treacherous
roads are done first,”
Mr. Nickolas said.
Four truck sizes
can haul anywhere
from 17,500 to 58,000
pounds of rock salt at
a time. The smaller
trucks serve narrower
roads.
10 |
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The crew also treats the parking lots
of South Fayette’s four volunteer fire
departments as well as township facilities
(although parks are closed and untreated in
the winter). The Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation maintains most stateowned roads.

Miles to Go Before They Sleep

Winter weather isn’t limited to regular
work hours.
If Mr. Nickolas knows snow is coming
in advance—at 2 a.m., for example—he
might go to sleep after dinner, setting his
alarm clock for midnight.
Upon rising, Mr. Nickolas, along with
Public Works director Butch Truitt and
foreman Dan Dernosek, dispatches drivers
to the Millers Run Road
truck garage. He aims to
get drivers to the garage
before weather conditions
could delay their own safe
travel.
After loading the truck
beds with salt, drivers
disperse to their assigned
routes. The vehicles
normally are equipped with
plows and spinners, which
are set to evenly distribute
salt across the road.
Depending on the
depth of snow, drivers
treat the roads with some
combination of plowing,
scraping and salting.
Drivers (including
the township’s two truck mechanics)
strategically clear the areas around
stop signs, intersections, mailboxes and
driveways to ensure other motorists have

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
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salt and plow their wa
Story & Photos b
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PHOTOS

Clockwise from top left: Nick Nickolas constantly tracks weather forecasts and radar maps to
prepare for conditions that affect the roads. Public Works driver John Selva enters his truck
after unloading extra salt into a storage shed. A cat runs across an icy patch on Shady Lane just
before a truck applies salt to melt it. John Selva hoses off his truck after emptying the bed of
salt. Plows wait to be mounted on trucks in the Public Works garage. A truck applies rock salt to
an icy patch on Gilmore Hill Road. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)

visibility and traction.
Normally, an entire 14-route road
treatment takes 90 minutes to two hours,
although severe weather can extend that
time. After the initial round, drivers check
main roads and hills again and treat them if
needed.
Afterward, the drivers unload any
unused salt and hose down
the trucks to avoid corrosion.
Snow “call-outs” can be
made any time outside of
regular hours, and the drivers
are paid overtime for their
service. In 2017, the crew was
called out nearly 40 times.

PUT THE
oN
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ip Public Works crews
ay through the winter
by Andrea Iglar

property damage or incomplete snow
removal could result.
Second, pile snow on your own
property and let it melt naturally in your
yard. Never shovel snow onto the roadway;
this can obstruct clearing efforts and result
in snow being pushed back in front of your
driveway.
Third, if you’re driving behind a plow
truck, stay back far enough that your
vehicle isn’t hit with salt.
Finally, be patient.
“When it’s bad outside, the truck can’t
get around any faster than everyone else
can,” Mr. Nickolas said, “so it can take
time.”

Plow Partners

The public can partner with
Public Works to ensure safe
and efficient snow plowing.
First, remove obstacles,
such as cars that are parked
on the street and basketball
hoops that are hanging
over the road. Otherwise,

They Put the
in

POw
Plow
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Celebrate Silver

South Fayette Township Library marks 25th anniversary
By Andrea Iglar
Cindy Cox is
celebrating two silver
milestones this year:
the 25th anniversary
of the South Fayette
Township Library and
25 years of her family
living in South Fayette.
“Ever since we’ve
been here, I’ve seen how important it is to have a library to go to
within our community,” said Ms. Cox, library board vice president.
To mark the occasion, the library is hosting a Silver Celebration
on Sat. March 9 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Sunshine Room of the
Sygan SNPJ Lodge #6 on Sygan Hill in South Fayette.
The free event tentatively includes a magician, children’s book
costume characters, crafts, a presentation of Indian dancing and
light refreshments. Additional food will be available for purchase.
The library is seeking volunteers and sponsors to support the
event.
“We want
everyone to have
a good time and
experience a little bit
of what the library is
about," Ms. Cox said.
The first
community library
in South Fayette
held a grand opening
on Jan. 9, 1994, in a
“temporary home
... in a corner of the
The Silver Celebration planning committee includes (front
municipal
building
row) library director Ben Hornfeck and Emily Brady, and
... converted into a
(back row from left) Adult Programming Coordinator Sarah
Grebinoski, circulation clerk Juli Morneweck, library board
kind of book nook,”
vice president Cindy Cox, library Board of Trustees secretary
newspapers reported.
Kelly Keller and trustee Lori Palmieri. (Photo by Andrea Iglar)
The library

Silver Celebration

started with a $13,000
of the Library
contribution from the
When: Sat. March 9, 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
township, 5,000 donated
Where: Sygan SNPJ Lodge #6
books and hand-me-down
Sunshine Room, 540 3rd Ave.,
furniture and shelving.
South Fayette 15017.
Some modern-day
technology had not yet
Cost: Free
emerged at the time.
The first library
Registration: Appreciated,
director, Kathy Robinson,
but not required.
sorted through 600
Details: 412-257-8660 or
boxes of books to select
www.southfayettelibrary.org.
the collection, labeling
each item for the Dewey
Decimal System and then
pasting in pockets to hold
checkout cards, according
to a 1993 news article.
A 1994 township
newsletter explained that
the library could access
the card catalog through
“a computer network
as well as 'Internet,' an
information network that allows access to information all over the
world.”
By 1997, the library had “outgrown its space,” having “doubled
its circulation and tripled its staff,” according to news reports.
However, plans to build a new, larger library never came to fruition.
Today, the library remains in the corner of the municipal
building, 515 Millers Run Road, but offers much more than it
did 25 years ago, including books, periodicals, computers, online
resources, community outreach and frequent activities for all ages.
“It’s pretty remarkable that the library has grown the way it has
with the limited space they have,” Ms. Cox said.
“I would love a bigger library so we could offer more services to
people, but we’ve been able to make it work.”

Thought Bot
Thanks to a $2,000 grant, the South Fayette Township
Library has purchased eight Botley coding robots and
associated materials designed to develop the reading, writing
and fine motor skills of preschoolers. The grant came from the
State Library Association, via the Allegheny County Library
Association, to provide children's programming and staff
training related to early childhood education and kindergarten
readiness.
Left: Evan Price plays with a coding robot, Botley.
Right: A.J. Janney and his grandfather, Jack Swisher, operate a Botley.
(Photos courtesy of the library)
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WINTER@Library

The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road, hosts a variety of activities for children, young adults
and adults. Programs are free and held in the library/township building unless otherwise noted.

Adult

Youth

Register at www.southfayettelibrary.org under “Events” or call 412-257-8660
Puppy Tales (Ages 6 & up)
First Saturdays, 1:30 p.m.
Children practice reading while meeting
friendly, gentle dogs at a monthly event
in which children read aloud to trained,
certified therapy dogs. Please register in
advance.

Puppy Tales at the South Fayette Township Library

Story Time Chess (Ages 3 1/2 – 7)
Starting in February
Mondays & Fridays, 10:30 a.m.
Thursdays, 1:00 p.m.
Young children learn the basics of chess,
characters and their movements through storytelling throughout
a 20-week program. Choose a 30-minute morning or afternoon
lesson time. Class size is limited; separate registration for each
class is required.
Chess Club (Grades K – 8)
Beginner: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Experienced: Mondays, 6:45 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
Enjoy weekly instruction and play, culminating in a tournament.
Kickoff Pizza Party for the Allegheny County Children's
Choice Awards (Grades 3 – 6)
Weds. Feb. 27, 6:15 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
Children interested in learning about the title nominees for
the Allegheny County Children's Choice Awards are invited to
attend a pizza party. In April, they can vote for their favorite title.
Kids in Motion
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
This physical activity program encourages youngsters to move.
Story Time, Thursdays
Toddlers (Ages 3 & under): 10:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.
Preschoolers (Ages 4 – 6): 11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Enjoy weekly reading, songs, socializing and fun activities.

Saving for Retirement
Tues. Jan. 22
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Explore strategies for retirement,
including employer retirement plans,
IRAs and more.
Estate Planning, Tues. Jan. 29
7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
It's never too early or late for estate
planning. Learn how to ensure last
wishes are met.

Declutter in 2019, Weds. Feb. 6, 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
Get a fresh start in 2019 by decluttering your home with help
from a professional organizer. Discuss reasons we accumulate
clutter, and learn how to get rid of clutter and keep it at bay.
Tracing Your Roots: Genealogy
Tues. Feb. 26, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Get tips for beginning research of your family history.
Organize Your Home in 2019
Weds. March 6, 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Hear suggestions and advice for organizing your home.
Make-and-Take Bath Bomb and Essential Oil Blend
Thurs. March 7, 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Learn how to make a bath bomb and a roller ball of essential oil
blends for migraines, sinuses or immune support. Cost is $10/
person for materials. Sign up and pay at the circulation desk.
Meet the Author, Thurs. March 21, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Rebecca Drake, author of the thriller "Just Between Us,"
discusses crime fiction and offers advice to aspiring authors.
Pysanky Egg Decorating, Tues. April 2, 6:30 p.m.
Create your own traditional Ukrainian Easter egg. Cost is $10/
person; please register and pay at the circulation desk.

Anatomy Lessons

Preschoolers learned about the human body in November at the South
Fayette Township Library’s STEAM Science Sprouts “Our Amazing Bodies”
program. Tots and their caregivers enjoyed creative activities to learn
about the heart, lungs, stomach, skeleton, organs and muscles. From left:
Rishaan Mishra listens to
the heartbeat of his mother,
Lena, through a stethoscope;
Susan Blakemore watches
her daughter, Katie,
assemble a skeleton with
felt pieces; and Parker Petrie
smiles as his mother, Jessica,
traces his outline. (Photos
courtesy of the library)
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Welcoming Winter
Families, friends and neighbors kicked off the winter holiday
season in December at the Washington Financial BankDunkin' Holiday Celebration, organized by South Fayette
Township and the South Fayette Fire District. Adults and
children enjoyed a Christmas tree lighting, visits with Santa,
horse-drawn carriage rides, crafts, festive hats, food and
other fun. (Photos by Andrea Iglar)

Ra
an

Ajayi siblings Andrew, 4; Olivia, 6; and Noah, 7
Ellie Ferdinand, 4,
and dad Ted

Tanner Powell, 4

Derek and Nicole Cryblskey

Ang

Green Sponsor - Holiday

“HAVE YOU HEARD OF
WASHINGTON FINANCIAL BANK?

IT’S MINE.*
WE HAVE A MULTITUDE OF SERVICES TO OFFER:

HOMESTEAD AND CARRIAGE ADVISORS,**
OPTIONS FOR YOUR NOISY LITTLE BOXES,***

AND YOU CAN EVEN RECEIVE BOUNTIES FOR NOTHING!****
YOU SIMPLY MUST STOP BY, I INSIST *****

.

*
**
***
****
*****

”

Not his bank
We offer home and auto loans
Yeah, we have an App and online banking
Enjoy rewards when you use your Kasasa debit card and meet monthly requirements
Don’t let him intimidate you—being the first president and all—but we would love to see you at a branch soon

To learn more about our financial solutions and to find a branch near you, visit MyWashingtonFinancial.com

Rich History. Innovative Services.

NMLS# 486073
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achel McAdams
nd Vidhi Sainani

Barry Miller and sons
Barry, 9, and Colton, 7

Kayla
Marnik
and
Cosima,
6 mos.

Morgan Roberts, 10, and Marley Slater, 5

Francis Pinami

Justin Webb
and
Gloria Webb

Carsyn Tichenor, 4

gela Yost and Easton, 6 mos.

Celebration - Thank you!
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YES

NO

Metal Cans
(Steel, tin & aluminum)

Glass

Paper
(Brown paper bags, magazines,
newspaper & office paper)

Plastic Bottles, Jars & Jugs
(#1 or #2 only)

Flattened Cardboard
& Paperboard

Recyclabes
Must Be:
Empty
Clean
Dry
Not Bagged

Dairy or Juice Cartons
& Paper Cardboard

Plastics #3-7 or shapes other
than bottle/jug/jar

Anything NOT listed in the
YES column
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Trash & Recycling Curbside Collection
South Fayette Township collection is now split into Thursday and
Friday. Check the street list published in this magazine to find your
service day, or visit www.SouthFayettePA.com/2019calendar.
Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling is collected every
2 weeks. Place bins at the curb the night before.
Please do not bag recyclables.

Jan.
Fri. 4
Sat. 5
Trash Collection
Recycling
1-day delay due to
New Year's

Thurs. 10
Fri. 11

Feb.

March

Thurs. Jan. 31
Fri. Feb. 1

Thurs. Feb. 28
Fri. March 1

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 7
Fri. 8
Trash Collection

Thurs. 7
Fri. 8
Trash Collection

Trash Collection

Thurs. 17
Fri. 18
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 24
Fri. 25
Trash Collection

Thurs. 14
Fri. 15
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 21
Fri. 22
Trash Collection

Thurs. 14
Fri. 15
Trash Collection
Recycling

Thurs. 21
Fri. 22
Trash Collection

Recycling Resources:
SouthFayettePA.com/
recycle
Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

Trash,
Recycling
& Reuse
Information

South Fayette Township

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
412-221-8700
www.SouthFayettePA.com
facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp
linkedin.com/company/SouthFayetteTownship

John M. Barrett, Township Manager
Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant x 210

Parks & Recreation

Finance

Paula Willis, Director x 217

Nancy Degenhardt, Director x 225

Engineering, Zoning & Building

Communications &
Community Development

Shannen Rusilko, Assistant x 219
Gary Hartz, Building Code Official
Joe Niedermeyer, Inspector
John Kanaskie, Engineer Technician

Public Works
Butch Truitt, Director x 223
Nick Nickolas, Superintendent
Dan Dernosek, Foreman

Andrea Iglar, Director x 231

Police Department
John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170

Emergency & Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Benjamin Hornfeck, 412-257-8660, SouthFayetteLibrary.org

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association
Margie Smith, 412-221-3730, SouthFayettePA.com/seniors

South Fayette School District

Dr. Kenneth Lockette, 412-221-4542, SouthFayette.org

Historical Society of South Fayette Township

Emily Williamson-Brady, 412-257-3523, SouthFayettePA.com/history

Tax Collectors

See next column for Feb. 28

See next column for Jan. 31

Collection Calendar:
SouthFayettePA.com/
2019calendar

South Fayette Township

Thurs. 28
Fri. 29
Trash Collection
Recycling

Real Estate/Property Tax: 412-221-9250, SouthFayettePA.com/tax
Earned Income Tax: 412-835-5243, JordanTax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, 412-257-5100, MATSF.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce

Mandi Pryor, 412-221-4100, SouthWestCommunitiesChamber.org

Volunteer Fire Departments in South Fayette

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: SouthFayettePA.com/fire

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

▲ DETACH HERE ▲

Look up your street to find out
if your 2019 trash and recycling
collection day is Thursday or Friday.

▲ DETACH HERE ▲

