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Executive Summary
South Fayette Township, in an effort to improve community
recreation facilities, contracted Pashek Associates, Ltd. to
assist in the preparation of Master Site Development Plans for
Fairview Park, The Boys’ Home Property, Morgan Park, and
Sturgeon Park.
The recommendations for the park improvements reﬂect
the recreational needs of the Township’s residents. Public
input into the needs assessment and the site planning process
ensures that the plans reﬂect the immediate and future
recreational needs of the Township.
Differences in individual park character posed a challenge
in terms of project goals. To guide the development of the
park master plan, a simple and realistic goal was established
to encompass all four Township parks being master planned.
This goal was to provide a wide variety of high-quality
recreational facilities for South Fayette Township residents of
all ages and abilities, as well as local recreation organizations
and other community groups, while protecting the character
and amenities of each park site.
VISIONS FOR THE PARKS
Having four park sites with different characteristics presents
the Township with valuable opportunities to provide a wide
variety of recreational facilities to its residents. The potential
of each individual site resulted in distinct visions for the
design or rehabilitation of each park.
Fairview Park
The vast open spaces and mostly gently-sloping topography at
Fairview Park present the Township with its best opportunity
for development of larger active recreational facilities, such
as sports ﬁelds and associated support facilities. The intent of
the master plan is to maximize potential development while
preserving a portion of the site for natural succession, as well
as taking advantage of the outstanding views to the north and
east. The park road extensions will wind through an open
ﬁeld, providing access to the several recreation activity areas
within the park.
Proposed park improvements include facilities for both active
recreational pursuits for groups and individuals, and passive

recreational activities such as picnicking, thus accommodating
park visitors of all ages and abilities.
Boys’ Home Property
The Boys’ Home Property provides the Township with
a unique opportunity for a park facility focusing on
conservation. The vision for this park is a design which leaves
park visitors with an image of the natural, environmental,
and agricultural aspects of the site, rather than simply of
recreational facilities. The master plan strives to preserve the
agricultural character of the landscape and natural areas of
the site, while incorporating recreational facilities into the site
with minimal impact.
The ﬁnal Master Site Plan consists of two separate areas
of recreational development on the site, each with its own
vehicular access. These areas will provide access to the
interior of the site through pedestrian and equestrian trails,
while minimizing disturbance of the existing agricultural
ﬁelds and natural areas. This will reduce development and
maintenance costs while promoting environmental health.
Only select areas immediately adjacent to recreational
facilities, such as athletic ﬁelds and picnic areas, should be
maintained as lawn.
Morgan Park
Morgan Park offers a unique opportunity for the Township
to develop a ﬁrst-class facility primarily for one sport. The
addition of a girls tee-ball ﬁeld at Morgan Park will provide
facilities for nearly all levels of youth baseball and softball
in the Township. The park’s central location also logically
supports its use as a venue for large events and its choice as a
demonstration project displaying improvements possible at all
South Fayette Township Parks.
The ﬁnal Master Site Plan proposes the rehabilitation of
existing facilities, such as: baseball ﬁelds, basketball and
tennis courts, and play areas. Township employees, in
combination with county service workers, have already
removed most of the damaged facilities. Safety in the
park will be increased with redevelopment, and support
facilities will be developed to accommodate all park visitors.
Morgan Park will be the center of the park and recreation
improvements in South Fayette Township.
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Sturgeon Park
Although smaller in area than the other Township Parks,
Sturgeon Park plays an important role in Township recreation.
This neighborhood park is one of few Township-owned
recreational facilities in the northwest portion of the Township.
The master plan strives to improve existing facilities while
upgrading the overall quality of the park through development
of new facilities. The existing little league baseball ﬁeld,
along with other existing facilities, should receive upgrades to
parallel those to be implemented at other Township Parks.
MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the inventory and analysis of the site, public input
received throughout the park master planning process, and
prior design experience, Pashek Associates recommends the
development of the following recreational opportunities in the
Township Parks:
Fairview Park
• Upgrades to existing picnic shelter and adjacent play area
(for ages 2-5)
• Community Center (including indoor gymnasium,
racquetball courts, meeting rooms, banquet hall)
• Walking / Jogging Trail System
• Paved Extension of the Park Road, providing access to all
portions of the park property
• Picnic Grove #1: Shelter with 16-person capacity,
separate picnic tables
• Picnic Grove #2: Shelter with 48-person capacity, sand
volleyball court, horseshoe courts (2), separate picnic
tables, two-bay swingset
• Picnic Grove #3: Shelter with 120-person capacity,
kitchen, and restrooms
• Large Play Area focusing on accessible facilities
• Play Area for ages 5-12
• Basketball Court
• Multi-use Field for Soccer / Football
• Shared use of existing Legion Baseball ﬁeld for youth
soccer
• U-9 Soccer Field
• Sled Riding Hill
• Scenic Overlook accessible from trail system
• Fruit Tree Orchard
• Reforestation for Wildlife Habitat
• Parking for all proposed recreational facilities

II

Given the adjacency of the Park to developable land owned
by Mayview State Hospital, the Township should continue to
monitor the status of the aforementioned property. Acquisition
of this land may prove beneﬁcial to site access and to
development of additional recreational facilities.
Boys’ Home Property
• Upgrades to the existing Creighton Hogan Soccer Field
• Renovation of Existing House into Park Ofﬁces,
Maintenance Facility, Storage, Restrooms
• Upgrades to existing site access from Battle Ridge Road
• Site access from Thoms Run Road
• 2.4 Miles of Equestrian Trails
• 1 Mile of Accessible Walking / Jogging Trail (in two
separate sections)
• Scenic Overlook Deck
• Open Space for spontaneous recreational pursuits
• Archery Range with movable targets
• Basketball / Tennis Court (Shared Use)
• Picnic Grove #1: Shelter with 48-person capacity,
horseshoe courts (2)
• Picnic Grove #2: Shelter with 48-person capacity, sand
volleyball court, access to existing playground
• Picnic Grove #3: Three (3) Shelters each with 48-person
capacity, horseshoe courts (2), and a playground for ages
2-12
• Restroom Facility
• Park Signage
• Retained Agricultural Use
• Preservation of areas used during annual handicapped
hunting session
• Parking for all proposed recreational facilities
With the Boys’ Home Property’s proximity to the Panhandle
Trail, consideration should also be given to connectivity with
the trail itself and to other Township recreational facilities.
Morgan Park
• Re-development of two tee-ball ﬁelds (Ball Fields ‘B’ and
‘D’) and one coach-pitch baseball ﬁeld (Ball Field ‘C’)
• Upgrades to existing Little League Baseball Field (Ball
Field ‘A’)
• Girls Fast-pitch Softball Field
• Themed Community Playground
• Tennis Court
• Basketball Court
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• Parent Observation Area adjacent to playground and Ball
Field ‘D’ (tee-ball)
• Asphalt access paths
Sturgeon Park
• Re-orientation of and upgrades to existing Baseball Field
• Play area for ages 2-12, including swingset
• Accessible walkways to baseball ﬁeld spectator areas
• Paving of existing gravel parking and park entrance road
• Park Signage
• Uni-sex Restroom Facility
The following two basic principles were taken into account
during the design of all proposed park improvements included
in the ﬁnal master site plans, and should, in-part, govern their
development.
1) Proposed improvements should be designed to provide
universal access so that park visitors of all ages or abilities
are able to use them with ease, and
2) Park improvements should focus on quality, not quantity.
High-quality site improvements will be more durable,
easier to maintain, and more aesthetically pleasing. In
addition, Township residents will recognize efforts of local
decision-makers to enhance these parks for their residents.
IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
Pashek Associates recommends that the improvements to
the four Township parks be constructed in a series of logical
phases. Depending on the Township’s ﬁnancial situation and
the success of grant writing efforts, this phasing plan may be
expedited or lengthened.
Recognizing the Township’s desire to construct improvements
as quickly and efﬁciently as possible, we recommend six (6)
phases of construction for Fairview Park, ﬁve (5) phases for
the Boys Home Property, two (2) phases for Morgan Park, and
four (4) phases for Sturgeon Park.
Fairview Park
Phase I - $ 832,372
Phase I construction at Fairview Park should concentrate on
development of picnic areas within the park, along with
work such as clearing and grubbing, earthwork, roadways,
parking, and utilities including stormwater detention facilities.

The proposed large picnic shelter with restroom and kitchen
should be constructed with utility services and parking.
Additional parking will be added to the parking lot to the
south of the existing pony league ﬁeld, and a small parking
area will be constructed east of the pony league ﬁeld for
access to a future picnic area. Only individual picnic tables
should be provided in this area during this phase.
Phase II - $ 675,208
The second phase of construction should focus on completion
of proposed improvements in the northern half of the park
property. Approximately 80% of the proposed walking trail
should be constructed, providing access to the large picnic
shelter, playground areas, overlook platform, and existing
multi-use ﬁelds and baseball ﬁelds. Other improvements,
such as the overlook platform, accessible playground, two
smaller playgrounds (replacing existing play areas), updates
to the existing multi-use ﬁeld, the small picnic shelter, picnic
tables, and trail benches, will also be implemented.
Phase III - $ 512,724
Phase III construction should consist only of extending the
park road into the southern portion of the site, providing
parking near the existing multi-use ﬁeld, and completing
necessary clearing and earthwork for the park road extension.
Phase IV - $ 664,076
The fourth phase of construction at Fairview Park should
concentrate on further development of the southern portion of
the park. Clearing and grubbing, earthwork, and paving for
the park road and large parking lots will be completed, and
the multi-use ﬁeld and youth soccer ﬁeld will both be installed
with supporting facilities as well. Other improvements in this
phase include the mid-size (48-person capacity) picnic shelter
and adjacent swingset, along with the sand volleyball court
and horseshoe courts.
Phase V - $ 562,872
Phase V construction should include small improvements to
other site facilities already constructed. Completion of site
clearing and grubbing, earthwork, and park road paving will
be completed in this phase. Wheel stops, timber guiderail,
directional and informational signage, landscaping, and
additional benches along the walking trail should also be
completed.
Phase VI - $ 3,537,485
The sixth and ﬁnal phase of construction at Fairview Park
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is optional, pending the outcome of the Community Center
Feasibility Study. The community center itself should be
constructed, along with utilities and concrete access walks.
Boys’ Home Property
Phase I - $ 657,144
Phase I construction at the Boys' Home Property should
include the demolition and removal of the McCrory
Gymnasium building and the existing park road and parking
lot, along with the installation of a new park road, parking
area, detention basin, and associated earthwork in the southern portion of the site. This will provide immediate access
upgrades to Creighton Hogan Soccer Field and provide easier
access for future phases of park construction.
Phase II - $ 596,312
The second phase of construction should include
improvements to the southern activity area of the property,
creating a functioning park with development of the northern
section yet to come. Improvements should include two picnic
shelters, horseshoe courts, the basketball / tennis shared-use
court, parking, concrete walkways, the archery range, sand
volleyball court, ﬁshing pond, site ﬁxtures (bleachers, trash
receptacles, timber guide rail), landscaping, and utilities for
soccer ﬁeld and parking lot lighting, as well as electric service
to the picnic shelters.

included, as will directional trail signage and park entrance
signage at the northern entrance.
Phase V - $ 620,531
The ﬁfth and ﬁnal phase of construction should include
the completion of all clearing and grubbing activities, the
northern aggregate walking trail loop, three picnic shelters, a
plumbed restroom facility with electric, water, and sanitary
sewer service, the playground, concrete access walks, and
landscaping.
Morgan Park
Phase I - $ 373,397
The ﬁrst phase of construction at Morgan Park should focus
on installation of the community playground and tennis and
basketball courts, along with re-development of the existing
baseball ﬁelds.
Phase II - $ 260,108
Phase II construction at Morgan Park should include
development of the proposed tee-ball ﬁeld, as well as site work
items such as timber guide rails, landscaping, and bike racks.
The cost of this phase, and thus of the total park construction,
may change dramatically, pending the terms of the property
acquisition required for the softball ﬁeld development.
Sturgeon Park

Phase III - $ 513,416
Phase III construction should include a portion of the
equestrian trail looping across the drainage way in the central
portion of the site, then returning to the southern portion of the
site. Trailhead parking for trucks with horse trailers should
be constructed, and entrance and directional signage installed,
along with landscaping. The existing building near the soccer
ﬁeld should also be renovated into a restroom facility and
park ofﬁces, complete with sanitary sewer, electric, water, and
telephone service.
Phase IV - $ 634,743
Phase IV construction at the Boys' Home Property should
begin the implementation of the northern activity area of the
park. The northern park entrance road should be constructed,
along with parking for future facilities and a stormwater
detention basin. The equestrian trail system should be completed, and the walking trail extending from the southern
portion of the site to the overlook deck should be installed.
Associated earthwork, clearing, and landscaping will also be

IV

Phase I - $ 86,534
The ﬁrst phase of construction at Sturgeon Park should
consist of replacing the existing playground equipment
and development of the proposed play area, as well as
implementing miscellaneous site work items such as timber
guide rail, line striping, accessible parking signs, park entrance
signage, and landscaping.
Phase II - $ 117,659
Phase II construction at Sturgeon Park should include
improvements to the existing baseball ﬁeld, including change
in ﬁeld orientation, new dugouts, backstop, ﬁeld ﬁxtures
(bases, etc.), and concrete access walkways.
Phase III - $ 117,507
The third phase of construction should concentrate only on
installation of the restroom facility and associated utilities,
along with removal of the existing portable restroom.
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Phase IV - $ 52,655
The fourth and ﬁnal phase of construction should include
paving of the park entrance drive and existing gravel parking
lot, as well as parking space line painting, informational
signage, landscaping, and wheel stops for newly paved
parking spots.
These estimates were based on the assumption that the
implementation of the facilities will occur through a
public bidding process, utilizing the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s 2005 Prevailing Wage Rates. However,
volunteer labor, as well as donated equipment and materials,
may dramatically reduce construction costs. In addition,
the Township may choose to construct some of the facilities
utilizing their Public Works Department. It is anticipated
that this will also reduce the projected construction costs.
Additionally, alternate sources of funding, including grant
opportunities identiﬁed herein, may help to offset the expense
to the Township. These opportunities are discussed in the
Recommendations section of this report.
Also, the Master Site Plans assist the Township in planning
for the operation, maintenance, and management of the four
parks by establishing operation and maintenance budgets, and
recommending a variety of programs and partnerships that can
help save costs and/or bring revenue to the parks.
Short-Term Strategies - One to Three Years
Based on input received during this study, and the resulting
recommendations of this plan, we recommend the Township
begin the master site plan by following the short-term
implementation strategies outlined below, in addition to Phase
I construction tasks for each park:
• Ofﬁcially adopt this master site plan, by resolution of the
Township Board of Commissioners, as the guide for the
development of improvements in the Township parks.
• Retain a consultant to prepare a Feasibility Study
to determine the recreational need, ﬁscal requirements,
and community support for a community center.

• Retain a consultant to prepare and submit an NPDES
Permit application for Morgan Park to the Allegheny
County Conservation District Ofﬁce.
• Bid and construct Phase I improvements for Morgan Park.
• The Township should work with local recreation or
scouting organizations, local vocational schools, and the
South Fayette School District to construct the trails and
associated ﬁxtures (benches, gravel parking, signage,
etc.) in each park.
• Institute use of the outﬁeld area of the existing Legion
Field at Fairview Park for soccer and/or football use
during the fall. No construction is required for this use
change.
• Continue discussions with State ofﬁcials concerning the
Mayview Hospital parcel adjacent to Fairview Park, and
possibly acquiring the property for future site access.
• Pursue opportunities to connect the Boys’ Home Property
to the nearby Panhandle Trail via easements and/or onstreet bike routes.
• Work with farmers who currently use the Boys’ Home
Property for crop production to patrol the park and report
any out-of-the-ordinary happenings in the park, and to
organize fundraising events such as farm markets.
• Approach Mr. Frank Rathstetter concerning the use of his
property, which is adjacent to the Boys’ Home Property.
Mr. Rathstetter expressed interest in allowing the
Township to use his property if equestrian facilities were
implemented. The Township should formalize this
agreement in the form of a recreation easement.
In addition to these activities, South Fayette Township must
continue its on-going effort to raise the funds necessary for
construction of Morgan Park Phase I and begin preparing
implementation strategies for Morgan Park Phases II and III.

• Retain a consultant to prepare design development
documents for all proposed park improvements, and
prepare construction documents for Morgan Park Phase I
improvements.
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CHAPTER 1
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COMMUNITY INTRODUCTION
South Fayette Township is located in Southwestern Allegheny
County, approximately seventeen miles west of the City of
Pittsburgh and ten miles north of the City of Canonsburg. This
mixed suburban residential / rural Township encompasses
approximately twenty (20) square miles and is serviced by two
primary transportation routes, U.S. Route 79 and State Route
50. Cecil Township in Washington County borders South
Fayette on the South while North Fayette and Collier Townships
share the Township’s northern boundary.
The study sites include Fairview Park, the Boys’ Home
Property, Morgan Park, and Sturgeon Park. Fairview Park is
comprised of 125 acres and is located off Greenwood Drive,
just east of the intersection of Lawnshadow Drive and Boyce
Road. The Boys’ Home Property, just over 320 acres, is located
on Ridge Road off of Battle Ridge Road. Morgan Park, 4.85
acres, is situated behind the Township Building at 515 Millers
Run Road. Sturgeon Park is 3.3+ acres in size and is located on
East Street off of Scotch Hill Road.

Population Density
South Fayette’s total area is 20.3 square miles. The population
density is 604.5 persons per square mile. In comparison, the
highest population density in any of South Fayette’s neighboring
townships is North Fayette with 380 persons per square
mile. In contrast to those municipalities, Allegheny County’s
overall population density is 1,830.3 persons per square mile.
Therefore, while South Fayette has a higher density than
neighboring Townships, its population density is only one-third
that of the entire county.
(Source: 1990 Census of population and housing, Bureau of the Census 1990
CPH 1-40).

DEMOGRAPHICS
(Source: South Fayette Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan;
2002)

Population Trends
According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the 1970’s started
a positive population trend in the Township with rates of
population growth increasing each decade since that time (see
chart below). Information from the 2000 census shows the
Township’s population at 12,271 with a projected growth rate of
29.3% over the next decade.

This compares similarly to the Southwestern Pennsylvania
Commission’s “Cycle 7 Baseline Forecast of Population,
Households, & Employment” completed in 2003.
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Household Size
In 1980, there were 3,080 total households in South Fayette
Township. By comparison, in 2000, the number of households
had raised to 4,704, an increase of 34%. During this same
period, the number of family households and number of married
couple families, as a percentage of total households declined.
This is attributed to an increase in the number of single person
and non-family households. The number of elderly single
person households increased by 1.7%.
Statistics from the 2000 Census indicates that household
structure in South Fayette favors two-parent families slightly
more than does Allegheny County as a whole. In 2000, the
Township averaged 2.39 persons per household (County
2.31); families with children under the age of 18 represented
32.4% of all Township households (County 28.5%); married
couples with children under the age of 18 represented 28.5%
of Township households (County 18.6%); and lastly, female
heads of households with children under the age of 18 represent
only 3.6% of Township households while representing 6.4% of
County households.
(Source: 1980 and 2000 Census of General Social and Economic
Characteristics, U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
PC B80-1-C40 and 1990 CP-1-40 and 1980 Census tracts, Pittsburgh, PA.
PHC 80-2-286).
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Age Distribution
According to the 2000 Census, South Fayette’s population age
characteristics were consistent with those of Allegheny County
as a whole. In 2000, 22.1% of South Fayette’s population was
under the age of 18 (County 21.9%), and 16.0% was 65 years of
age or older (County 17.8%). Also, according to the Allegheny
County Planning Department 2000 Census Report, the median
age of Township residents has increased from 1980 to 2000 (See
chart below).

The number of vacant housing units in 2000 was 220. The
number of renter occupied units was 1,070, with a vacancy rate
of 3% and a median rental of $410 per month. The Allegheny
County median cash rental rate as of the 1990 census was $315
per month. The monthly Township rental exceeds the County
average by 130%.
Raw Land Values
A recent appraisal of raw land values in the Township indicated
a mean value of $10,154 per acre and a median value of $9,430
per acre. The composite value of 6 properties comparable to the
Township-owned Boys’ Home Property provided a mean value
of $10,357.11 per acre.
(Source: Recent appraisal conducted by U.S. Property and Appraisal Services
Corporation; comparables for the Boys’ Home property).

Conclusions from Demographic Data
(Source: South Fayette Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan;
2002)

•

Need for Open Space: The Township’s population has
been rising over the past thirty years, and this growth,
along with the Township’s population density, has
created the need for additional recreational facilities
and open space.

•

Youth and Family: The age distribution of the
population supports the surging demand for active
recreational facilities within the township. 22.1% of
the population is under the age of 18 and 38.8% is
between the ages of 25-44 years of age. Over half
of Township families have children under the age of
18. These families require a variety of recreational
facilities.

•

Active Population: Income and educational
characteristics of Township residents indicate active
populations with about 47% of all females in the labor
force.

•

Rapid Growth: A conservative estimate of the
Township’s population in the year 2010 is 15,872
persons. The projected rate of population increase
from 2000 - 2010 is significantly higher than any of
the last three decades.

•

Home Ownership: The increasing percentage of

Income
According to the 2000 Census, median family income in South
Fayette was $65,473. Median family income in adjacent North
Fayette was $58,804. South Fayette compares favorably with
the countywide median of $49,815.
Housing Characteristics
In 2000, the Township contained 4,924 housing units, a 30.4%
increase since 1990. During the calendar years 1999 and 2000,
the Township saw 161 new single-family houses and 118 new
multi-family units constructed.
The median value of owner-occupied housing units in South
Fayette per the 2000 census is $118,000. This compares
favorably with the median value of 2000 Allegheny County
occupied housing units ($84,200). Of the 3,295 owner-occupied
housing units in the Township in 2000, values were as follows:
Percentage of Total Units
4.7%
35.7%
23.4%
36.2%
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Housing Unit Value
<$50,000
$50,000 - $99,000
$100,000 - $149,000
>$150,000
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owner-occupied units indicates a need to provide
services and enhance the quality of neighborhoods to
attract new buyers and retain existing residents.

species of gamefish. Cold-water fish such as brook
trout and rainbow trout are stocked into the lake yearly.
•

Swimming: The 800-foot, accessible sand/turf beach
is open from late-May to September, with lifeguards on
duty from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day.

•

Winter Activities: Ice fishing and skating are permitted
on the lake. Sledding and cross-country skiing are also
permitted in the park.

•

Hunting: Over 5,000 acres are open to hunting,
trapping and the training of dogs during established
seasons.

•

Boating: Two boat launches and 42 mooring spaces
are available. Canoes, rowboats, kayaks, and
paddleboats are available for rental.

•

Camping: 172 modern tent and trailer campsites are
open from the second Friday in April to mid-October.

•

Cabin Rentals: Ten modern cabins, a recreation hall,
and a special lodge are available year round.

•

Organized Group Tent Camping: There are two main
group tent camping areas with a total capacity of 260
people.

•

Organized Group Cabin Camps: These three camps
are rented at a nominal fee to nonprofit, organized
adult and youth groups from mid-April to mid-October.

EXISTING PARK SYSTEM
The recommendations of this study are intended to provide the
optimal level of recreation facility services to the Township
residents, given the opportunities and constraints of the park
sites. In order to determine the appropriate level of recreation
facility service, one must understand what recreational
opportunities are available in the Township today, and compare
it to demand projected based on the Township’s current
population. Recreational opportunities in the immediate
surrounding region must also be taken into account, as they may
receive use by Township residents.
Parks are classified according to a hierarchy developed by
the National Recreation and Park Association. The five
classifications are:
1) Regional Reserves
The regional reserve park is a facility designed more for the
conservation of natural resources than recreational development.
This type of park typically accommodates activities such
as nature study, trail uses, camping, boating, and fishing.
Regional reserve parks are considerably larger than regional /
metropolitan parks, but have the same forty to fifty mile service
area.
Raccoon Creek State Park
Raccoon Creek State Park features 7,572 acres of land, and is
located in southern Beaver County, approximately 20 miles
from central South Fayette Township. The park can be accessed
from the west on US 22 and US 30, or from the north and south
on PA 18, which passes directly through the park.
Facilities at the park are a mix from the early Civilian
Conservation Corps camp to modern facilities. Recreational
opportunities in Raccoon State Park include:

•

Picnicking: About 500 picnic tables are located in the
park’s five picnic areas. Five reservation-only shelters
and several unreserved shelters are also available.

•

Fishing: The 101-acre Raccoon Lake contains several
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Point State Park
Point State Park features 36 acres of land, and is situated on
the West side of downtown Pittsburgh were the Allegheny and
Monongahela Rivers join to form the Ohio River, approximately
9 miles from central South Fayette Township. The park is a
National Historic Landmark and commemorates the strategic
and historic heritage of the area during the French and Indian
War. Recreation opportunities in Point State Park include:

•

Biking and In-Line Skating: A bike and in-line skate
route through the park connects the North Shore Trail,
the South Side Trail, and the Eliza Furnace Trail via
bicycle routes through the city of Pittsburgh.
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•

Casual Recreation: Open lawn areas and groves
of shade trees provide opportunity for a variety of
leisurely recreational activities.

Hillman State Park
Hillman State Park features 3,654 acres of land and is situated
in northern Washington County approximately 13 miles from
central South Fayette Township. Recreation opportunities
include:
•

Hunting: The park is open to the hunting of deer, fox,
rabbit, squirrel, pheasant, and ruffed grouse during
established seasons.

•

Model Airplane Flying: A large fenced grass field can
be reserved by contacting the local model airplane
club.

2) Regional / Metropolitan Facilities
This type of facility generally serves communities within a one
hour driving time service radius. These parks accommodate
many types of outdoor activities, some of which may require
large amounts of land, or special facilities, such as special
events, swimming opportunities, hiking, camping and bicycling.
North Park
North Park, 3,010 acres in size, is located in Hampton,
McCandless, and Pine Townships, approximately 18.5 miles
from central South Fayette Township. The park contains the
following recreation facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Eighteen hole golf course
Ice skating rink
Tennis courts
Three platform tennis courts
Swimming pool with slide and baby pool
One football field
Nine ball fields
Eight soccer fields
Basketball Courts
75-acre lake for fishing
Boathouse with boat rental
114 shelters and eight rental buildings
Latodami Nature Interpretive Center
Marshall Island Wildflower Reserve
Horse show area
Girl Scout cabin

•
•

Exercise trail
Walking, jogging, hiking and bike trails

South Park
South Park includes 1,999 acres of land and is situated in South
and Bethel Townships, approximately 7.5 miles from central
South Fayette Township. The park provides the following
recreational facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In-line skating
Eighteen and nine hole golf course
Ice skating rink
33 lighted tennis courts
Fairground/children’s playground complex
Wave pool
Concert area and stage
Game preserve
Six ball fields
One soccer field
70 shelters, 19 rental buildings
Oliver Miller Homestead
South Park Conservatory Theatre
Basketball courts
Horse show ring
Boy and Girl Scout Cabins
Walking, jogging, hiking, and bike trails
South Park VIP (miniature golf, bike rental, banquet
room, picnic complex)
South Park Pit Stop Café
Deck hockey
Exercise trail
Nature Center
BMX bike track

Round Hill Park and Farm
Round Hill Park and Farm includes 1,101 acres and is located in
Elizabeth Township, approximately 18 miles from central South
Fayette Township. The park provides the following recreation
facilities:
•
•
•
•
•

Exhibit farm
Visitor’s Center – indoor rental facility
Two soccer fields
Eight shelters, eleven non-sheltered groves
Walking and bridle trails

Settler’s Cabin County Regional Park
Settler’s Cabin features 1,589 acres of land and is located in
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Collier, North Fayette and Robinson Townships, approximately
3.5 miles from central South Fayette Township. The park
contains the following recreational facilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wave pool
Diving pool
Tennis courts
Two groves and twelve shelters
Trails
Log cabin

Hartwood Acres Park
Hartwood features 629 acres and is located in Hampton and
Indiana Townships, approximately 18.5 miles from central
South Fayette Township. The park provides the following
recreational opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mansion, stable complex
Middle Road Concert Hall
Theatre
Summer concert series
Guided tours
Guided horse drawn hayrides
Facility rentals for weddings and parties
Summer theatre
Horse, cross country skiing, hiking, and walking trails

is usually adequate to provide ample room for large facilities
(such as ball fields or swimming pools), group activities,
and solitary pursuits (such as hiking or bird watching). A
community park’s focus is accommodating recreational needs of
its particular community.
Fairview Park
Fairview Park, the first of four parks to be master planned, is
comprised of 125 acres, one of South Fayette’s largest parks.
The park is located off of Greenwood Drive in the Southwestern
part of the Township. The park has a pavilion, two baseball
fields, play area, two tennis courts, parking, two sets of
restrooms, concession stand, basketball court and open space.
Boys’ Home
The Boys’ Home Property, the second of four parks to be
master planned, features over 320 acres of land, making it the
Township’s largest park. The park can be found in the Northern
part of the Township off of Ridge Road.

White Oak County Regional Park
White Oak features 810 acres and is located in White Oak
Borough, approximately 18 miles from central South Fayette
Township. The park provides the following recreational
facilities:
•
•
•
•
•

Angora Gardens Rabbit Farm
All purpose field
Twelve shelters
Twelve non-sheltered picnic groves
Walking trails

Mostly undeveloped, the property includes facilities such as
a soccer field, two picnic pavilions, and a playground. An
old gymnasium (c.1940) and a bunkhouse are remnants of the
property’s former use as a home for at-risk youth.

3) Community Parks

4) Neighborhood Parks

This park type serves a large percentage of the local population.
Although some people may be able to walk to a community
park, most users would arrive by automobile or bicycle.
Because of the travel time for most people to reach the park,
it becomes a special destination, and its features and facilities
generally reflect this. Facilities common within a community
park accommodate several types of activities, and park acreage

This type of park serves a very specific purpose. Users can
generally be expected to walk to a neighborhood park. Because
they are quickly and easily reached, their use tends to be more
casual and spontaneous. These parks are only large enough to
accommodate a few activities and possibly a small amount of
open space, which may especially benefit densely populated
neighborhoods. Equipment and facilities may be specifically
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geared towards children, especially young children. These
parks serve as the focus for small, individual areas, generally ½
to 1 mile in diameter.
Morgan Park
Morgan Park, the third of four parks to be master planned,
is comprised of 4.85 acres and is almost centrally located in
the Township. Park facilities include two baseball fields, two
Tee-ball fields, a batting cage, two tennis courts, a basketball
court, and ample parking. The library and senior center are
also located here, making it an excellent location for centering
community programs.
Sturgeon Park
Sturgeon Park, the fourth of four parks to be master planned,
consists of 3.3+ acres of land located in the Northwestern part
of the Township. The park contains a baseball field, a small
playground and adequate parking.

opportunities in an efficient manner. School district facilities
perform in a number of capacities, including neighborhood
parks or athletic fields, and complement other open spaces
within a community. Generally, both the school district and the
park system benefit from the shared use of these facilities.
The South Fayette School District is located off of Old
Oakdale Drive just south of the Boys’ Home Property. The
complex includes the South Fayette Elementary School, South
Fayette Middle School, and the South Fayette High School.
Recreational facilities associated with this complex include:
o
o
o
o
o

Fitness Center
8 lane track
Two football/soccer fields
One softball field
New stadium (to be completed by Feb. 2005)

HIERARCHY OF PARKS SUMMARY
El Rancho Park
El Rancho Park is 13.3 acres on a year-to-year lease to the
Township. Park facilities include three soccer fields, ample
parking, and an old drive-in theater screen. The park is located
on Hickory Grade Road in the Eastern part of the Township.
Koppers Field
Koppers Field is a 10.5 acre field and parking area surrounded
by forest and wetlands. Primarily used for soccer, the park is
located on Presto-Sygan Road, on the Northeastern edge of the
Township.
Panhandle Trail
Panhandle Trail is a “Rails to Trails” project that offers 3.5
miles of level walking and biking opportunities. Access and
parking are available at Scotch Hill Road, Laurel Hill Road and
the intersection of McVey Street and Cemetery Hill Road.

Recommendations for All Park Facilities
(Source: South Fayette Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan;
2002)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5) Special Use Activities
Individual sport fields, sport complexes, or facilities geared
toward one type of use, such as a racquet club or fairgrounds,
exemplify special use facilities. This type of facility is not
typically located within a park. Whether privately or publicly
owned, this type of facility serves as a unique destination.
School District Facilities
In addition to the five NRPA classifications, school district
facilities fill an important recreational role in the community.
These facilities allow the community to expand its recreational
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5.

6.

7.
8.

A strong commitment must be made towards
improving the overall condition of all the park
facilities. The commitment must come from the
township administration and the residents.
No park property should be sold at this time. As the
community grows there will be a greater demand put
on the parks.
Long range realistic goals should be set (five- to
fifteen-year goals). All new construction should be
planned with future expansion in mind.
All playground equipment should be replaced as
soon as possible. Most of the equipment located
in the township does not meet current safety code
requirements and is unsafe. None of the equipment
meets the ADA requirements.
A maintenance staff consisting of two full-time
employees and three to five seasonal employees should
be dedicated to park maintenance.
Fairview Park needs additional access routes. As
activities increase at the park, Lawnshadow and
Greenwood Drive will not withstand the traffic.
Develop an aggressive “Turf Management” program so
that fields will withstand increased use.
Negotiate long-term leases on Koppers Field and El
Rancho Park.
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9.

Picnic Pavilions should be built throughout several of
the parks.
10. Start replacing bleachers with new aluminum
bleachers, this will allow the maintenance crew to
move them when necessary.
11. There is presently no ball field that is dedicated to
softball.
12. There is presently no field dedicated to football.

The input process culminated in the identification of proposed
improvements and facilities, as well as their relationships to
each other, which the Master Site Plan reflects. All public
meetings were advertised in local newspapers, as required by
law, to ensure that interested residents would have a forum to
voice their opinions.
Park Board Focus Group Meeting One

Program Deficiencies
(Source: South Fayette Township Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan;
2002)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Year-round, non-sport activities
Playground programs
Teen activities – a location to “hang out,” skate facility,
non-sports activities
Summer sports camps
Special events
Art
Nature
Drama
Senior activities
Recreational swimming
Fitness programs
Aquatic programs
Adult programs
Community history activities
Expanded sports programs
Community wide events

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Public participation in the design process is important in
ensuring that the final master plan is fully supported by local
decision makers and members of the community. The public
participation process for this study included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two (2) Public Input Sessions / Elected Official
Meetings;
Ten (10) Key Person Interviews (completed by
Township via contract change);
Five (5) Study Committee Meetings;
Two (2) Athletic Association Focus Group Meetings;
Two Park Board Focus Group Meetings; and
A Review of Recreational Needs Questionnaire Results
(from 2002 Comprehensive Recreation, Parks, and
Open Space Plan).
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The first of two Park Board Focus Group Meetings was held at
the South Fayette Township Municipal Building on November
2, 2004, with the goal of beginning to identify what needs exist
in the community, what opportunities are available to meet
those needs, and what barriers exist to achieving success. In
this initial phase of the master planning process, the public is
used to familiarize the consultant with the site, their knowledge
of its history, and any other known factors that could potentially
limit development. The following is a summary of the key
issues to be considered in the master planning process, as
identified by Park Board Members and Township residents
familiar with the park sites:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shortage of Youth Football practice space
Multi-purpose Fields needed (space at Fairview)
Need for Passive Recreation such as trails
Connection between Boys' Home Property and
Panhandle Trail
Need for Horse Trails and related support facilities
Non-sport facilities such as picnic pavilions
No place for softball tournaments in the Township.
Planning should provide flexibility for future needs
and/or expansion
An indoor Community Center for all ages is needed
Morgan Park should be upgraded with new fields and a
community playground
Access to park facilities is a problem
The gymnasium at the Boys' Home Property needs to
be demolished
Park neighbors must be considered when placing
facilities, lighting, etc.
Outdoor obstacle course, archery range should be
considered at the Boys' Home Property
A short golf course should be considered
Consideration should be given to acquiring the Morgan
School Property (3+ acres) adjacent to Morgan Park.
A community swimming pool is needed
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These key factors were considered during the formation of two
master plan options for each of the four parks being master
planned as part of this study. The master plans were presented
at later Public Input Sessions, Study Committee Meetings, and
Park Board Meetings.
Study Committee Meeting One
During the course of this study, a number of Study Committee
Meetings were held. At these meetings, the Study Committee
provided valuable input and feedback about issues regarding the
Township parks. Decisions made at these meetings will serve
as a guide for park development.

Swimming Pool
3
Picnic Shelters
3
Fitness / Walking Trails
4
Multi-use Fields / Facilities
5
Facilities that are easy to maintain 5
Archery Range
5
Handicapped Access
6
Facility
Priority
New Concession Stand
6
Paintball Area
6
Softball Fields
7
Permanent Restrooms
7
Athletic Association Focus Group Meeting One

The initial Study Committee Meeting was held on November
10, 2004. A general overview of the master planning process
was given. The intent of the meeting was to collect input,
discuss project goals, identify opportunities and constraints of
development, and list desired uses for the site.
A nominal group technique was used in this Study Committee
Meeting to ensure all opinions were heard. Pashek Associates
poses questions at the meeting, with each attendee voicing
one opinion until all attendees have a chance to speak. As
each person makes a statement, it is recorded and posted in
the front of the meeting space. When each person has voiced
one opinion, the question returns to the initial person and the
process is repeated until all ideas are exhausted. Once this
has occurred, each attendee prioritizes their respective five
highest priorities, in terms of (in this case) desired recreational
facilities or improvements. Five (5) is the score given to the
facility that the attendee feels is most important, and a score of
one (1) is given to that which they feel is fifth most important.
No attendee was permitted to give multiple scores to a single
facility or improvement. After all attendees have prioritized
five choices, the scores are tallied with regards to each choice.
The highest total score for a single facility represented the
group’s overall highest priority.
The following list represents the preliminary list of facilities
and general conditions desired in the Township’s parks, as
developed and prioritized by Study Committee Members.

Facility
Community Center
Indoor Soccer / Multi-purpose
Facility
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Priority
1
2

A meeting was held with local sports league representatives
on December 7, 2004. The focus of this meeting was to
discuss surplus of, and demand for, recreational facilities for
each respective sports league or athletic organization. Pashek
Associates asked attendees to list ways that their respective
organization’s needs can be better met within the Township’s
parks. The following is a summary of responses:
•

•

•
•
•
•

The soccer association indicated the need for
community-owned facilities, as two of their current
facilities, Koppers Field and El Rancho Park, are both
privately owned and leased to the soccer association.
Ball fields in Fairview Park are under utilized, and by
converting the Legion Field to a multi-purpose field,
the use of the space could be maximized.
The ball field at Sturgeon Park is not properly oriented
and the sun is a problem in the evenings.
Parking and access to all fields is an issue.
All fields are available six days a week, but only until
dusk because they are not lighted.
The Baseball / Softball teams have one practice per
week and one weekend game. More field space is
needed for more practices.

Pashek Associates then asked attendees to suggest park
improvements that they desire in the Township's parks. At this
point in the planning process, no ideas were rejected. All were
heard and given consideration during the course of the project
study. The following is a summary of suggestions given:
• Lighting fields to extend time of use
• Artificial turf on one field for each sport
• More concession stands to aid in fundraising
• More parking is needed at ball fields
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•
•
•
•

Dugouts are needed at ball fields
A community center at Fairview Park, with indoor gym
for youth basketball
Additional access is needed at Fairview Park
Some fields should be closed for part of the warm
season for turf management

Public Input Session / Elected Officials Meeting One
Pashek Associates conducted two (2) public participation
forums / input sessions during the master planning process.
The first meeting was held on January 10, 2005, with the intent
of brainstorming ideas and project issues. This meeting also
completes the first phase of the public participation process,
in which information about the park sites and desired park
site uses is compiled from various sources in the community.
Attendees included the Township Board of Commissioners,
Township Manager, Township Parks and Recreation Director,
and several members of the community.
The Township Commissioners asked several general questions
regarding the nature of the project, its goals, and grant funding.
Each of these questions was addressed by Pashek Associates in
a brief project introduction.
Base plans for each of the four parks being master planned were
also presented. These plans included topographical information,
site boundary information per deed, approximate limits of
vegetation, and locations of site facilities as noted in field
observation.
Pashek Associates then asked the audience and Commissioners
to state any improvements or facilities they felt were needed in
the Parks being master planned for this study. The following
is a summary of responses, organized by individual park
suggestions and general suggestions:
Fairview Park:
• Community Center
• Formation of a Main Hub for Township Parks &
Recreation Activities
• More Fields and Shelters
• Additional Access
• Preserve Hillside, Views
Boys’ Home Property:
• More Facilities
• Passive Recreation Facilities (trails, shelters, etc.)
• Options for Conservation of Open Space, Agricultural
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•
•

uses
Additional Access / Upgrade Existing Access
Adjacent land parcel available for lease

Morgan Park:
• Acquisition of Morgan School Property
General:
• Involve Panhandle Trail in Plans
• Offer bigger diversity of activities
• Gather information on past mining activity (for safety
reasons)
• Take advantage of existing opportunities
• Partnerships with other Parks & Recreation Agencies
or Municipalities
• Emphasize Connectivity between Parks
• Need Fields and Support Facilities for Softball
Tournaments
• Horse Trails
• Cross-Country Running Track
• Quality Township-owned Soccer Fields
Study Committee Meeting Two
The second meeting of the Project Study Committee began the
review phase of the public participation process, with the goal
of receiving input regarding conceptual designs for each park.
Input from previous public participation was analyzed, and
reflected in the Site Analysis Plans for each park, which were
presented and discussed. These included information including,
but not limited to slope, site drainage, and zoning.
A summary of public input to date was also reviewed. Pashek
Associates then presented Alternative Concept Plans for Morgan
Park and Sturgeon Park, while explaining at this point in the
design process, the concepts needed reviewed and refined.
The following summarizes the discussion of specific issues
regarding Morgan and Sturgeon Parks:
Morgan Park:
• Construction of a new girls' slow-pitch softball field
in the western portion of Morgan Park, and possible
displacement of tee-ball fields and coach-pitch fields.
•

Quality vs. Quantity of facilities: Morgan could be
a first-class facility with only two fields used for
Little League and Slow- or Fast-Pitch Softball, while
relocating the coach-pitch field and possibly tee-ball
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•
•

•

•

•

fields to Fairview as part of future development. Also,
tee-ball fields and coach-pitch fields can be reduced
in size, since fences with flood damage have been
removed. This may open enough space to place a
proposed softball field, while retaining all fields.
A restroom is needed in the western portion of the site.
The Township would need to acquire a portion of the
Morgan School Property to have enough room for the
softball field.
The proposed playground can be located between
the tennis court and ball field ‘D’, allowing better
parent observation, security, and separation from the
basketball court.
Wooden guide rails or other features are needed to
prevent parking in paved area near batting cage.
Guide rail should be placed in pavement for ease of
maintenance.
The Township is constructing new all-metal bleachers
from aluminum seating being removed from old high
school football stadium. This aluminum will be set on
old bleacher frames.

Sturgeon Park:
• The field orientation may need to be changed: the
setting sun is directly in the pitcher’s eyes because the
field is oriented eastward.
• The playground needs updating. Jerry Males indicated
that the playground will be updated by the Township
within the next year. Some old equipment is to be
removed, and some repaired. A large swings facility is
to be constructed, and safety surface will be added.
• No restroom is currently available on the site.
• A basketball hoop can be placed at the eastern end of
the existing asphalt parking area to provide recreation
for older children.
Then, the Site Analysis Plans of Fairview Park and Boys’
Home Property were discussed, along with scaled cot-outs of
several desired recreation facilities as identified earlier in the
public participation process. This method of discussion allowed
interaction of all attendees, who could visually represent their
opinions by placing templates of proposed facilities over top of
the site analysis plan. The ideas resulting from this discussion
were considered during the formation of alternative concept
designs for Fairview Park and the Boys’ Home Property. Issues
discussed are summarized as follows:
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Fairview Park:
• Fields could possibly be re-configured to provide
multi-use field space.
• The American Legion -sized field at Fairview does not
receive heavy use. Youth football held the majority of
their games in the outfield last year.
• Several smaller (younger age group) soccer fields may
be more feasible than another full-size soccer field
because considerably less earthwork will be required.
• Hilltop areas in the northeastern portion of the park
property are developable, but the creation of fields
will require excessive earthwork, which will raise
costs considerably (example - The American Legion
Field cost the Township $700,000+ due to excessive
earthwork).
• Space is available for tee-ball fields in several places
on the park property.
• Acquisition of Mayview Hospital Property should be
addressed – land is nearly level and thus suitable for
fields.
Boys' Home Property:
• Most of the developable land at Boys’ Home is in the
northern end of the property and may be accessible via
Thoms Run Rd. However, large recreational facilities
such as fields, may require excessive amounts of
grading. This area may be more suitable for smaller
facilities or only passive recreation (trails, picnic
areas).
• Keeping or demolishing the gym at Boys’ Home is
an issue that should be discussed by the Board of
Commissioners.
• A large pavilion is needed in the Township, possibly
with capacity of 150 or more, with kitchen and
bathrooms. The clean fill area adjacent to the
playground is a suitable place for such a facility.
• The roads and parking at Boys’ Home need upgraded.
• Light standards from old high school football field will
be relocated to soccer field at Boys' Home to extend
field use times to include late-evening.
The key issues and facilities listed during the second Study
Committee Meeting were evaluated according to several factors:
including each facility's suitability for the respective park site
and for the community's needs. From this collection of input
and the process of evaluation, two master plan options were
created for Fairview Park and for the Boys' Home Property, for
presentation at the next Study Committee Meeting.
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Possibility for future site access should still be shown.
Study Committee Meeting Three
The object of the third Study Committee meeting, held on
February 24, 2005, was to present the alternative concept
plans for Fairview Park and the Boys’ Home Property. After
presentation of the plans, the following facilities and issues
regarding each alternative plan were discussed:
Fairview Park, Option ‘A’
• The Township had no success in pursuing the
acquisition of a portion of the Mayview Hospital
Property.
• The proposed road to the south of the existing legion
baseball field will not fit. There is not enough room
between the field and the edge of the hill to the south.
This presents a problem for site circulation. One
option is extending a road from the existing parking
lot, to the east of the existing pony league field north
toward the water towers, and then east to the rest of
the site. This may require extremely high quantities of
earthwork. Another option is to extend the road from
the existing information kiosk north toward the top of
the on-site hill, then east toward the water towers and
beyond.
• Participation numbers for baseball have remained
constant for the past few years. No extra fields are
needed at this time. Space is better shown as multi-use
fields that all sports can utilize. Baseball practice can
be held with portable backstops.
• A sand volleyball court is a desired facility at Fairview
Park.
• Three (3) or four (4) picnic shelters, including one
large shelter with restrooms, kitchen, and capacity for
100+ people.
• The open field on the site would not continue to be
mowed. The Township was hoping to develop open
space or leave it fallow for eventual forest succession.
Fairview Park, Option ‘B’
• The Committee favored the idea of using the outfield
of the existing legion field to hold youth soccer games.
• Commonly, rectangular fields are set up in a similar
manner, but not fenced-in baseball fields.
• Proposed reforestation areas along the open field ridge
tops within the park.
• The proposed facilities shown on the adjacent
Mayview Hospital Property should be removed
and possibly shown only as open multi-use space.

SOUTH TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

Boys’ Home Property, Option ‘A’
• A property line discrepancy was brought to attention.
A portion of the park property had been subdivided.
This area begins approximately at the western edge of
the former parking lot for the gymnasium at the Boys'
Home Complex, and extends to the west. Several
proposed facilities are shown on the aforementioned
property and will be removed during plan revisions.
Maps used to create the park base map did not include
the subdivision of this parcel.
• The archery range could be located to the east of the
existing pump station.
• Renovating the existing house into a park office with
restrooms.
• Picnic Shelters and other facilities were purposely
kept at a distance from the existing playground due to
the unknown exact location of a sanitary sewer line,
adjacent to the playground.
• It was mentioned that the subdivided property owner
would allow Township use of the land, if equestrian
facilities were planned.
• Parking is available along Ridge Road directly south of
the existing Soccer Field.
• A compact park in the northern section of the property,
allowing continued use of the agricultural fields, was
ideal.
• Re-aligning the entrance onto Boys' Home Road from
Battle Ridge Road to improve sight distance would
increase safety.
Boys’ Home Property - Option ‘B’
• The indoor archery range could even be a large, openair shelter used in the winter for archery.
• The northern part of the property should be used for
passive recreation such as picnicking, horseshoes, and
possibly for equestrian activities.
• Horse trails and pedestrian trails could cross, but not
share use (for safety reasons).
• Large amounts of traffic entering and exiting onto
Thoms Run Road in the northern part of the property
may be a safety issue. This supports the use of the
northern part of the property for passive recreation.
•
•

Trails would not disturb the vegetated areas of the site,
which are utilized during the annual handicapped hunt.
Pedestrian and equestrian trails should traverse the
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•

entire property if possible, providing variety of scenery,
slopes, etc.
Keeping activities and parking away from the existing
high-voltage overhead electric towers would increase
safety.

Morgan Park was then discussed with regards to revisions
requested by the Township, and changes that have been made
to the existing site due to flood damage. Key points of the
discussion are summarized as follows:
•
•

•

•

•

•

Dugouts should be shown on the proposed softball
field and Existing Field 'C'.
A raised wooden deck for parent observation of tee-ball
games and playground activity would increase safety.
Bleachers or lawn chairs could be placed in front of the
deck without obstructing views. Maintenance would
also be minimal.
A proposed second batting cage was suggested, but not
agreed upon because it would displace badly-needed
parking spaces.
The owner of the former Morgan School property
refused to sell the northern portion of his property
to the Township for annexation to the park. The
Township will attempt to acquire the property by
eminent domain.
All bleachers on the property have been removed and
refurbished with aluminum seats from the former high
school stadium. They should be placed in their former
locations when the rest of the park is finished.
All trees in the western portion of the site have also
been removed, along with fencing damaged by floods.

Study Committee Meeting Four
The fourth Study Committee Meeting was held on March 15,
2005, with the intent of presenting the draft final master plans
for Fairview Park and the Boys' Home Property, and to receive
feedback on the revised draft final master plans for Morgan and
Sturgeon Parks. Revised items in the Morgan and Sturgeon
Parks draft final master plans were presented as follows:
Sturgeon Park:
•
The ballfield has been rotated to provide proper solar
orientation.
•
Attendees recommended that the proposed unisex
restroom be moved from the area south of the
playground, closer to the existing sanitary sewer line,
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and preferably adjacent to the center field spectator
area.
Morgan Park:
•
The location of the playground was revised. It is now
proposed to be located between existing ballfield ‘D”,
and the tennis / basketball court area.
•
A restroom is now being proposed west of fields ‘B’
and ‘C’ to serve the western portion of the park.
Elements of the Fairview Park and Boys' Home Property Master
Site Plans were also presented and favorably reviewed by the
Study Committee. One issue of concern was placement of
stormwater management facilities (detention ponds, etc.), at
both Fairview Park and the Boys' Home Property.
Athletic Association Meeting Two
The second and final Athletic Association meeting was held
on March 17, 2005, with the intent of presenting the draft final
master plans for all four Township parks and receiving feedback
to guide further revisions. Issues discussed regarding each
individual park are summarized as follows:
Morgan Park
• Users of the proposed girls' softball field and other
existing fields suggested electric power for lighting
in the proposed restroom, and outside of the restroom
building for vending machines.
• The cherry tree currently in the planter near the
concession stand needs removed to prevent children
from climbing it and injuring themselves on the thorns.
Fruit from the tree also poses a maintenance problem
when it is smashed on the surrounding asphalt paths.
• Organizing parking after possible future paving of
the parking lot would prevent random parking in the
municipal building rear lots.
Sturgeon Park
• The restroom building should be moved toward the
front of the park, near the entrance road to provide
central access to all facilities and better visual access
for security.
Fairview Park
• A second road in the northwest of the park, extending
from the trailhead parking shown on the draft master
plan, should be added.
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•

Multi-use fields should remain on the final master plan.

Boys Home Property
• The area where the gymnasium building now stands
is suitable for a tennis court / basketball court facility.
There are no public tennis courts in the northern half of
the Township, and one should be shown on the final
master plan.
• The idea of an indoor "bubble" facility was proposed,
but may be limited by available funding.
• The Township's plans to re-use lights from a former
high school facility to light Creighton Hogan Soccer
Field and to make the field multi-use to increase use
hours.

•

•

Park Board Focus Group Meeting Two
The second Park Board Focus Group Meeting was held on April
5, 2005. The goal of the meeting was to present the Township
with preliminary cost estimates for all four parks, and to
discuss implementation strategies (phasing) and priority of park
development, in preparation for presentation of the revised final
park master site plans at the upcoming Public Input Session
(Elected Officials Meeting).
Points made during the discussion are summarized as follows:
•

•

•

•

•

Typical phasing for recreational projects results
in phase costs of approximately $300,000 and a
completion time of two to three years for each phase,
assuming constant funding sources.
At that rate, Fairview Park would require
approximately 25 years for implementation of all
proposed improvements (not including a community
center), Boys' Home Property would require 20+ years,
and Sturgeon possibly one to two years.
Construction Documents for Morgan Park are
currently being developed and Township funding for
park improvements will be devoted to Morgan Park
construction in the near future.
Because Sturgeon Park is much smaller than the other
park facilities, it holds the most potential for shortterm implementation. However, if the construction
at Sturgeon Park is divided into several smaller
phases, the Township may be able to complete a larger
percentage of construction with in-kind services, thus
saving money.
Fairview Park is a higher priority than the Boys' Home

SOUTH TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

Property. Implementation of proposed facilities at
Fairview Park may begin between 2008 and 2011. The
master site plan for the Boys' Home Property is to be
seen as a "grand scheme" with completion of proposed
implementation in the distant future (lower priority).
Improvements at one park do not need to be completed
prior to the start of improvements at another park.
Improvements may be made on an as-needed basis, or
as funding permits.
A feasibility study should be completed to determine
the need (or lack thereof) and availability of funding
for a proposed community center in Fairview Park.
The community center will remain on the revised
master site plans, but the plans will reflect Pashek
Associates' recommendation that a feasibility study be
completed.

Public Input Session / Elected Officials Meeting Two
The second Public Input Session / Elected Officials meeting
was held on May 12, 2005 at the Township Commissioners
Meeting. The goal of this meeting was to update the Township
Commissioners on Master Plan progress.
It was explained that the goal of the project was set by the study
committee: to offer a wide variety of high-quality recreational
facilities for Township residents of all ages, abilities, and
interests. Pashek Associates refined this goal into realistic
images of each park using knowledge of recreation facility
design, and feedback from the Study Committee, Park Board,
and Township residents
Opportunities for funding and support services were also
explained, and the Final Master Plans for each park were
presented. Comments made during the discussion of each
master plan were as follows:
Fairview Park
•

•

The proposed orchard would require pesticides, etc.
and may not be safe in proximity to other
facilities. Regulations also prohibit the use of
pesticides by be community groups without a certified
pesticide applicator’s license, due to chemical
applications. A community garden may be a better
idea.
A feasibility study should be undertaken to determine
the need for a community center. The “vision” for
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such a facility can easily start out modest and end up
being much larger and more expensive. Before the
Township invests in a community center they need to
determine if there is enough community support
to sustain the on-going operations and maintenance
costs associated with a community center.
These four parks do not have capacity to support ALL
Township recreation. The use of Koppers’ Field, El
Rancho Field, or other non-township-owned properties
must continue, unless the Township acquires more
land on which the development of athletic fields
would be suitable recreational use. Thus, multiplesport uses of fields is a necessary facet of Township
recreation.

•

Boys Home Property
•

•

•
•

•

•
•

The northern park areas may be located on
contaminated land (WWI-era chemical spill). The
Township’s Historic Landmark Study must be
reviewed (Sue Caffrey headed that project).
Relocation of the existing playground is necessary for
the development of required stormwater management
facilities, without damage to underlying existing
sanitary sewer lines.
McCrory Gymnasium building should be demolished,
as it is beyond fiscally responsible repair.
Conservation of agriculture is a low-maintenance
way to manage the land. The Township should
consider an agricultural land-use easement to guarantee
the property’s perpetual use for agriculture.
The central portion of the site has severe topography
and access is difficult. Therefore, the trails are the
most logical and least intrusive facilities to be located
there.
Equestrian trails and pedestrian trails should not share
one route, for safety of both animals and people.
Farmers shall retain access to their fields on the
property via the proposed walking trail, extending from
the southern park area on the alignment of the
existing field access road. The crushed aggregate
surface is an improvement over the current gravel
surface, and the trail will be wide enough to permit
vehicular access.

•
•

northern end of the Morgan School Property in order
to develop recreational facilities. A tee-ball field will
be planned in that area of the park, and if the Township
acquires additional property in the future, the field can
be expanded to accommodate higher age groups.
Access to Millers Run will be prevented totally by
chain link fences within the park. Water quality,
although not good, is not the main reason for
preventing access. The Township’s main concern is
liability. In the long term, Commissioner Cox (verify
with Jerry that it was her), suggested that the master
plan recommends stream restoration for Morgan Park,
as it is a project that would be eligible for Growing
Greener funding. Buerkle indicated the banks would
be able to be stabilized to prevent further erosion but
that full restoration by broadening the stream channel
is limited by the existing park facilities.
The perimeter of the playground facility will be
enclosed by a chain link fence for safety.
With the development of a new tee-ball field, existing
ball field ‘D’ may be developed for other uses. A
picnic shelter will be proposed.

Sturgeon Park
•

•

The existing ball field will be rotated to provide correct
orientation (the sun will no longer be in the pitcher’s
eyes during evening games).
Improvements to the Sturgeon Park play area will
begin in the next two years.

Estimated costs and proposed phasing for the four parks were
also explained. The costs assumed publicly-bid construction,
in 2005 dollars, and that the phasing proposed completion
of all phases in the next 15 years unless otherwise decided /
prioritized by the Township.
o

o
o
o

Fairview Park - approximately $6 million (almost $3
million for the community center, based on an average
per-square-foot cost from past projects) - (6 phases)
Boys' Home Property - approximately $3 million (5
phases)
Morgan Park - approximately $600,000 (2 phases)
Sturgeon Park - approximately $300,000 (4 phases)

Morgan Park

Study Committee Meeting Five

•

The fifth and final meeting of the project study commitee was
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held on September 6, 2005, at the regularly scheduled Park
Board Meeting. The intent of this meeting was to review the
draft version of the final narrative report and gather feedback
on minor revisions to the report. It was explained that, because
DCNR had already approved the narrative report, major
revisions were not necessary.
The four park master plans were again reviewed with the committee. Comments made during the discussion are summarized
below:

Sturgeon Park
•

The restroom will be a nice addition to that park.

•

The park may need to be gated and the access road may
need widened if possible.

General (all parks)
•

Properties need to be surveyed to set location of
property boundaries, especially at the Boys’ Home
Property and Fairview Park.

Fairview Park
•
•

•

Players benches and possibly spectator seating are
needed at the tennis courts.
There may be an opportunity to perform a Community
Center Feasibility study in conjunction with Upper St.
Clair Township because Fairview Park borders their
Township. Connection to the Upper St. Clair trail
system may also be possible.
Rozzi explained that other funding opportunities may
arise that enable the Township to complete the park
development, in an order that differs from that in the
Master Plan -- the Master Plan is a guideline and is not
set in stone.

Boys’ Home Property
•

The detention pond should be moved to the southeast
portion of the property, to the site of an old retention
pond at the conﬂuence of two existing swales. Rozzi
explained that this placement may be too far from the
facilities being served by the pond.

•

A conservation easement should be implemented to
protect this property from further development.

Morgan Park
•

Extra restrooms may need to be added to the concession
stand in the future. Portable restrooms may also be
needed near the new tee-ball ﬁeld.

SOUTH TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS
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Inventory
When planning for the development of multiple recreation sites,
it is important to understand each site as an individual entity, as
well as the community as a whole. History and demographics
of the surrounding community provides a context within which
to begin the development of a park master site development
plan. Equally important are the physical characteristics of each
site, such as topography, soils, vegetation, and hydrology.
The physical characteristics of the three existing park sites, as
well as the undeveloped Boys’ Home property, are discussed
in this section, and from this information, conclusions will be
made about the opportunities and constraints each site presents
to further park development or rehabilitation.
BASE MAPPING
Base maps of existing conditions and property information
for the four South Fayette Township parks were prepared
from boundary surveys on record at the Allegheny County
Office of Property Assessment (see appendices for Property
Deeds). Topographic information was derived from Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) data provided by the township. This
mapping was supplemented with field observations conducted
in the fall of 2004 by Pashek Associates. No site surveys were
performed for this project, thus locations of all facilities and site
features are approximate.
Utilizing the aforementioned base mapping along with other
resources, an inventory and analysis of each of the four park
properties was completed. This section documents the findings
from this process.
RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND EASEMENTS
Rights-of-way are located on several of the park properties, for
both utility lines and for access roads.
Fairview Park
A right-of-way extends from the Mayview State Hospital
Property, along the southeastern edge of the property, providing
vehicular maintenance access to two water towers. The
Township also holds an access right-of-way through the state
hospital property, stemming from Mayview Road.
A 20’-wide sanitary sewer right-of-way belonging to the
South Fayette Township Municipal Authority also extends

approximately 140 feet into the central portion of the Fairview
Park property from the southwest.
Boys’ Home Property
Two separate 20’-wide sanitary sewer rights-of-way, belonging
to the South Fayette Township Municipal Authority, are located
on the Boys’ Home property. One right-of-way extends into
the property from the south, near the existing playground. This
right-of-way extends approximately 850 feet to the northeast,
with a 180-foot spur extending to the northwest, located north
of the existing playground near the clean fill area. The second
sanitary sewer right-of-way extends from Union Avenue
Extension (State Route 978), along Adullam Drive, and
continues in a northeasterly direction, crossing the park property
to service residences on the south side of Seminary Avenue.
Approximately 2,775 linear feet of this right-of-way are located
on the park property.
A high-voltage overhead electric line also traverses the northern
portion of the Boys’ Home property in an east-west orientation.
The width of the right of way for this line is approximately
150 feet. Three tower structures are located in the 2,850-foot
section of this right-of-way located on the park property.
Morgan Park
A 20’-wide sanitary sewer right-of-way belonging to the
South Fayette Township Municipal Authority begins near the
southeastern corner of the Morgan Park property, extends
approximately 500 feet in a westerly direction to a corner of the
property abutting the parcel that was formerly Morgan School,
then north approximately 200 feet, then extending east along the
southern side of Millers Run, crossing the entire Morgan Park
property.
LOCATION AND SIZE
Fairview Park
The park is comprised of approximately 125 acres, located
in the southeastern portion of South Fayette Township. The
park is accessible from Greenwood Drive, a residential street
accessible from the Washington Pike via Boyce Road.
Boys’ Home Property
This property is the largest of the four Township parks being
master planned. Comprised of approximately 321 acres, the
Boys’ Home Property is located in the northwestern portion of
the Township. It is accessible from Boys’ Home Road / Ridge
Road, a minor residential road stemming from Battle Ridge
Road.

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS
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Morgan Park
The 4.85-acre Morgan Park is centrally located within South
Fayette Township, along Millers Run Road adjacent to the
Township Municipal Building. A stream, Millers Run, borders
the northern and western sides of the park property.
Sturgeon Park
This small neighborhood park consists of 3.3+ acres, and is
located in the village of Sturgeon, in the northwestern portion
of South Fayette Township. The park is accessible from East
Street, a short residential street stemming from McVey Street /
Scotch Hill Road.
(For graphic location of all parks, see Park Location Map)
ZONING AND ADJACENT LAND USE
(Source: Township of South Fayette Zoning Map, 2003)

Fairview Park
The Fairview Park property is zoned entirely R-1 (Rural
Residential). The Park is bordered by other R-1 zoned
properties including the Mayview State Hospital to the east
/ southeast, the R-3 (Planned Residential) zoned Lakemont
single-family residential development to the north, the R-3
zoned Fairview Manor single-family residential development to
the west, and R-3 zoned Ridgewood Condominiums to the south
/ southwest.

Sturgeon Park
Sturgeon Park is situated in an R-4 (Neighborhood Residential)
zone in the Village of Sturgeon. The park property is bordered
to the west and north by other R-4 zoned properties in Sturgeon,
and to the south and east by a large, mainly wooded R-3
(Planned Residential) zone.
EXISTING STRUCTURES AND ROADS
Fairview Park
Park access is provided by a two-way asphalt road stemming
from Greenwood Drive. The park road entrance provides
adequate site distance in both directions. Five parking
lots with a total of approximately 150 spaces, including 10
Handicapped-accessible spaces (9 van-accessible), are available
along the main park road. Three of these lots are lined and
are in excellent condition. The remaining two are in need of
resurfacing and are not lined.
Also, an unpaved water tower access drive borders the park to
its northeast corner. This access drive stems from a paved road
on the Mayview State Hospital property, which is accessed from
Mayview Road.

Boys’ Home Property
The Boys’ Home Property is located entirely in an R-2
(Suburban Residential) zone. The property is bordered by other
R-2 zoned properties to the west, the R-2 zoned Battleridge
Estates single-family residential development to the south, and
by an R-3 (Planned Residential) zone to the north.
Morgan Park
The property known as Morgan Park is located in two separate
zones. The majority of the park is zoned C-1 (Limited
Commercial), and a small area in the southwestern portion of
the property is zoned R-4 (Neighborhood Residential). The
R-4 zoned Barton Plan residential development, along with R4 wooded properties, border the Park to the north. R-4 zones
border the Park on the northeastern and southern sides (the
southern zone being part of the Village of Morgan), and R-3
and I-P (Industrial Park) zones are located across Millers Run to
the west. A small portion of the municipal property, but not the
park itself, is bordered by a C-2 (Highway Commercial) zone to
the east.
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Structures on the site include a pavilion with 11 picnic tables, a
concrete block restroom facility, an information kiosk, dugouts
at the new ball field facility, and a concession stand with
restrooms. (See Conditions of Existing Facilities Chart).
Boys’ Home Property
The Boys’ Home Property is accessed via Boys’ Home Road
/ Ridge Road, a concrete and brick-paved road culminating in
what was once a concrete parking area. Unpaved access roads
stem from Ridge Road and provide access to the northern part
of the property, as well as to two clean fill sites.
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Sturgeon Park
A gravel drive off of East Street is the only means of vehicular
access to this park. Parking includes a paved, lined lot with 23
spaces, and a gravel lot with room for approximately 17 more
vehicles. No handicapped spaces are marked.
Sturgeon Park provides no structures other than playground
equipment. (See Conditions of Existing Facilities Chart).
UTILITIES

Vehicular access to the site is also from Adullam Drive,
which stems from Union Avenue Extension / S.R. 0978, and
from Thoms Run Road to the north. An unpaved path also
provides non-vehicular access to the site from the cul-de-sac of
Rutherglen Drive to the south.
Structures on the site include one older picnic pavilion and
one new pavilion, as well the McCrory Gymnasium (c.1940),
which may be unsalvageable. A bunkhouse stands to the west
of the existing concrete parking. This structure may be used for
storage by the Township, but is otherwise unused. Also, a new
concrete block maintenance building has been erected on the
site, immediately adjacent to the soccer field. (See Conditions
of Existing Facilities Chart).
Morgan Park
This Park is accessible via a paved drive located immediately
to the west of the Municipal Building, along Millers Run Road.
Paved maintenance access is available from Grant Street, a
residential street stemming directly from Millers Run Road.
Maintenance access is controlled by bollards that have been
placed at the beginning of the access drive, off of the northern
end of Grant Street.

The Underground Line / Facilities Damage Prevention Act of
1996 (the “Act”); OSHA Standard 1926.651 (revised 1990); the
Federal Pipeline Safety Act of 1968, as amended, protecting
underground liquid (CFR 49, Part 195) and natural gas (CFR 49
Part 192.614) pipelines; and the National Electric Safety Code,
ANSI C-2 (revised 1997); require anyone who engages in any
type of excavation or demolition (see the Act for definition of
excavation), to provide advance notice. In Pennsylvania, PA
Act 287 as amended by Act 187 of 1996, 73P.S.§ 176 et. seq.,
requires “notice in the design or planning phase of every work
operation that involves the movement of earth with powered
equipment.
In Pennsylvania, the PA One Call System, Inc. has been
established as a non-profit organization to facilitate requests for
utility information. Therefore, PA One Call System, Inc. (1800-242-1776) was contacted during the inventory and analysis
phase to determine if, and which utilities are in the vicinity of
the park.
PA One-Call System, Inc. responded via their automated
response service, Serial Numbers 3575292 (Fairview Park),
3575276 (Boys’ Home Property), 3575282 (Morgan Park), and
3575287 (Sturgeon Park). Utility Companies then responded
directly as is shown in the following charts:

Ample parking is available in a gravel parking lot to the east of
the park, and 2 handicapped-accessible spaces are located near
the concession stand and batting cage. This lot is also used
as a loading / parking / turnaround space for the Township’s
municipal building.
Structures in the park include a concession facility with
restrooms, a batting cage, and a small pre-fabricated shed
structure, probably used to store ball field and tennis court
equipment. (See Conditions of Existing Facilities Chart).
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Fairview Park
Utility Company

PA One-Call Responses - Fairview Park (Serial #3575292)
Address
Response

Contact

Verizon Pennsylvania, Inc.

C/O Central Locating Service (CLS)
401 E. Louther St., Suite 302, Carlisle, PA 17013
201 Stanwix St., 10th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Comcast Cable Communications, Inc.

460 Washington Rd., Washington, PA 15301-2765

None

Lloyd Crago

AT&T Atlanta

Clear

N. Jean Riley

Clear

John Wilson

Allegheny County Dept. of Public Works

2315 Salem Rd., 2nd Floor D3, Conyers, GA 30013
C/O Fiber and Cable Specialist, Inc.
1097 PA Route 68, New Brighton, PA 15066
501 County Bldg. (542 Forbes Ave.) Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2904

Clear

Chuck Cato

South Fayette Twp. Municipal Authority

515 Millers Run Road, Morgan, PA 15064

Map

Jerry Brown

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.
Columbia Gas Transmission Corp.
Dominion Peoples Gas Co. (Monongahela Division)

150 Hillside Dr., Bethel Park, PA 15102
4115 Cork-Brocktown Rd., Clinton, PA 15026
1291 W. Main St., Monongahela, PA 15063

Clear
Clear
Lines Nearby

Sheila Schweikart
Richard F. Houston
Denny Mills

Dominion Peoples Design Monongahela
Equitable Gas (South District)
Allegheny Power (Chartiers Division)
Pennsylvania American Water

1291 W. Main St. Monongahela, PA 15063
200 Allegheny Center Mall, Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5352
365 Washington Rd. (Rt. 18N), Washington, PA 15301
300 Gallery Road, McMurray, PA 15317

Lines Nearby
Lines Nearby
Lines Nearby
Lines Nearby

Denny Mills
Engineering Dept.
Washington Service Center
Diann Warznak

Allegheny Communications Connect

AT&T Local Services

Lines Nearby

CLS Personnel

Map

Tim Westover

Boys’ Home Property
Utility Company

PA One-Call Responses - Boys Home Property (Serial #3575276)
Address
Response

Contact

Verizon Pennsylvania, Inc.

C/O Central Locating Service (CLS)
401 E. Louther St., Suite 302, Carlisle, PA 17013
201 Stanwix St., 10th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Comcast Cable Communications, Inc.

460 Washington Rd., Washington, PA 15301-2765

None

Lloyd Crago

AT&T Atlanta

Clear

N. Jean Riley

Clear

John Wilson

Allegheny County Dept. of Public Works

2315 Salem Rd., 2nd Floor D3, Conyers, GA 30013
C/O Fiber and Cable Specialist, Inc.
1097 PA Route 68, New Brighton, PA 15066
501 County Bldg. (542 Forbes Ave.) Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2904

Clear

Chuck Cato

South Fayette Twp. Municipal Authority

515 Millers Run Road, Morgan, PA 15064

Map

Jerry Brown

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.
Columbia Gas Transmission Corp.
Dominion Peoples Gas Co. (Monongahela Division)

150 Hillside Dr., Bethel Park, PA 15102
4115 Cork-Brocktown Rd., Clinton, PA 15026
1291 W. Main St., Monongahela, PA 15063

Clear
Clear
Lines Nearby

Sheila Schweikart
Richard F. Houston
Denny Mills

Dominion Peoples Design Monongahela
Equitable Gas (South District)
Allegheny Power (Chartiers Division)
Pennsylvania American Water

1291 W. Main St. Monongahela, PA 15063
200 Allegheny Center Mall, Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5352
365 Washington Rd. (Rt. 18N), Washington, PA 15301
300 Gallery Road, McMurray, PA 15137

Lines Nearby
Lines Nearby
Lines Nearby
Lines Nearby

Denny Mills
Engineering Dept.
Washington Service Center
Diann Warznak

Allegheny Communications Connect

AT&T Local Services
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Lines Nearby

CLS Personnel

Map

Tim Westover
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Morgan Park
Utility Company

PA One-Call Responses - Morgan Park (Serial #3575282)
Address
Response

Verizon Pennsylvania, Inc.

Contact

201 Stanwix St., 10th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Map

Tim Westover

Comcast Cable Communications, Inc.

460 Washington Rd., Washington, PA 15301-2765

Clear

Lloyd Crago

South Fayette Twp. Municipal Authority

515 Millers Run Road, Morgan, PA 15064

Map

Jerry Brown

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.

150 Hillside Dr., Bethel Park, PA 15102

Map

Sheila Schweikart

Dominion Peoples Gas Co. (Monongahela Division)

1291 W. Main St., Monongahela, PA 15063

Dominion Peoples Design Monongahela
Equitable Gas (South District)
Allegheny Power (Chartiers Division)
Pennsylvania American Water

1291 W. Main St. Monongahela, PA 15063
200 Allegheny Center Mall, Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5352
365 Washington Rd. (Rt. 18N), Washington, PA 15301
300 Gallery Road, McMurray, PA 15137

Clear

Denny Mills

Clear
Map
Lines Nearby
Clear

Denny Mills
Engineering Dept.
Washington Service Center
Diann Warznak

Sturgeon Park
Utility Company
Verizon Pennsylvania, Inc.

PA One-Call Responses - Sturgeon Park (Serial #3575287)
Address
Response

Contact

201 Stanwix St., 10th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Map

Tim Westover

Comcast Cable Communications, Inc.

460 Washington Rd., Washington, PA 15301-2765

None

Lloyd Crago

South Fayette Twp. Municipal Authority

515 Millers Run Road, Morgan, PA 15064

Map

Jerry Brown

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.

150 Hillside Dr., Bethel Park, PA 15102

Map

Sheila Schweikart

Clear

Richard F. Houston

Clear
Map
Lines Nearby
Facilities Marked

N. Jean Riley
Engineering Dept.
Washington Service Center
Diann Warznak

Columbia Gas Transmission Corp.

4115 Cork-Brocktown Rd., Clinton, PA, 15026

AT&T Atlanta
Equitable Gas (South District)
Allegheny Power (Chartiers Division)
Pennsylvania American Water

2315 Salem Rd., 2nd Floor D3, Conyers, GA 30013
200 Allegheny Center Mall, Pittsburgh, PA 15212-5352
365 Washington Rd. (Rt. 18N), Washington, PA 15301
300 Gallery Road, McMurray, PA 15137

WATER FEATURES AND WETLANDS
Fairview Park
An un-named tributary of Chartiers Creek borders the park property to the west and southwest. This stream lies between the Park
facilities and the existing Bridgewood Condominium development. A majority of the Park property is within the watershed of this
unnamed tributary, and is therefore located within the Chartiers Creek Watershed. Chartiers Creek is classified as a Warm Water
Fishery, by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s Chapter 93 Water Quality Standards.
No portion of the Fairview Park property is located in a flood plain. A review of the National Wetland Inventory Map for the
Bridgeville, PA 7.5-Minute Quadrangle indicated that no known jurisdictional wetlands are located in the vicinity of the Park
property. The soils inventory for this site supports this indication.
Boys’ Home Property
An un-named tributary of Thoms Run begins in the south-central portion of the Boys’ Home property and flows east through the
property and beyond. This stream is located immediately to the east of the existing play area. This stream has a defined bed and
bank with an ordinary high water mark of approximately one (1) foot above the streambed elevation. The absence of drift and
debris outside of the stream channel indicates that this channel is not subject to higher flows during significant storm events. At
the time of field observation, a limited number of macro-invertebrates were present. This indicates a seasonably low water table.
Approximately one half of the 321-acre Boys’ Home Property is located within the watershed area of this tributary. Water from
this tributary flows directly into Thoms Run, which is classified as a Warm Water Fishery by the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection’s Chapter 93 Water Quality Standards. This tributary has no recorded flood plain.
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A review of the National Wetland Inventory (NWI) Map for
the Oakdale, PA 7.5-Minute Quadrangle indicated that one area
of known jurisdictional wetlands is located in the northeastern
portion of the property, which is currently undeveloped. Aerial
photos used in the Allegheny County Soil Survey show an area
of open water in the same location, although the soils inventory
for this site does not indicate the presence of wetland soils
there. Another small area of jurisdictional wetlands, located in
the southern part of the site, is indicated in the soil survey and
aerial photos but is not identified on the NWI Map (See Base
Map).
Morgan Park

SOILS
A Soil Survey for Allegheny County was issued in 1981 by The
United States Department of Agriculture’s Soil Conservation
Service, in cooperation with the Pennsylvania State University
College of Agriculture and the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection’s State Conservation Commission.
This Soil Survey provides data on soil properties and helps to
determine if the soils present constraints on site development.
In addition to the soil survey, Pashek Associates reviewed
the list of hydric soils for Allegheny County. Hydric soils
are one of three criteria for jurisdictional wetlands in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Morgan Park is bordered on the west and north sides by Millers
Run, which flows eastward past the site. This stream has a
defined bed and bank, but the high water mark could not be
determined during field observation. The entire Morgan Park
property is located within the Millers Run Watershed. Millers
Run is classified as a Warm Water Fishery by the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection’s Chapter 93 Water
Quality Standards.
A portion of the Morgan Park property is located within the
100-year flood plain of Millers Run, which was apparent during
field observation. The soils inventory for this site indicates
the presence of urban fill material once used extensively in
flood plains. Extensive flooding in the late summer of 2004
damaged park facilities, caused severe erosion of stream banks,
and deposited large amounts of debris in the park and on the
opposite bank of the stream. According to an interview with
a park visitor, the flow of Millers Run submerged the ball field
complex at Morgan Park by approximately four (4) feet. This
was also apparent in the amount of debris remaining on chain
link fences throughout the park.
A review of the National Wetland Inventory map for the
Canonsburg, PA 7.5-Minute Quadrangle indicated that no
known jurisdictional wetlands are located in the vicinity of the
park property. The soils inventory for this site supports this
information.
Sturgeon Park
A review of the National Wetland Inventory map for the
Oakdale, PA 7.5-Minute Quadrangle indicates that no known
jurisdictional wetlands or water features are located in the
vicinity of Sturgeon Park. The soil inventory for this site
indicates the total absence of hydric (wetland indicator) soils.
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Fairview Park
Soils Inventory and Soil Characteristics - Fairview Park
Soil Type
(Map Symbol)

Drainage

Rate of
Permeability

Hydric
Components

Culleoka Silt Loam,
15-25% Slopes (CuD)

Good

Moderate

None

Slope, Moderate Depth to
Bedrock

Culleoka-Weikert Shaly Silt
Loams, 3-8% Slopes (CwB)

Good

Moderate to
Rapid

None

Shallow to Moderate Depth
to Bedrock

Culleoka-Weikert Shaly Silt
Loams, 15-25% Slopes (CwD)

Good

Moderate to
Rapid

None

Slope, Shallow to Moderate
Depth to Bedrock

Dormont Silt Loam,
3-8% Slopes (DoB)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Seasonal High Water Table,
Slow Permeability

Dormont Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (DoC)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability

Dormont Silt Loam,
15-25% Slopes (DoD)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability

Good

Moderate

None

Slope, Shallow to Moderate
Depth to Bedrock

Guernsey Silt Loam,
3-8% Slopes (GuB)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Seasonal High Water Table,
Slow Permeability

Guernsey Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (GuC)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability

Guernsey Silt Loam,
15-25% Slopes (GuD)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability

Rainsboro Silt Loam,
3-8% Slopes (RaB)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Seasonal High Water Table,
Slow Permeability

Rainsboro Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (RaC)
Urban Land - Guernsey
Complex, 0-8% Slopes (UGD)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Poor

Unknown

None

Gilpin, Weikert, and Culleoka
Shaly Silt Loam,
>35% Slopes (GSF)
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Limitations to Site
Development

Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability
Slope, Seasonal Wetness,
Groundwater Seepage
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Boys’ Home Property
Soils Inventory and Soil Characteristics - Boys’ Home Property
Soil Type
(Map Symbol)
Clarksburg Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (CkC)
Culleoka Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (CuC)
Culleoka Silt Loam,
15-25% Slopes (CuD)
Culleoka-Weikert Shaly Silt
Loams, 8-15% Slopes (CwC)
Culleoka-Weikert Shaly Silt
Loams, 15-25% Slopes (CwD)
Dormont Silt Loam,
3-8% Slopes (DoB)
Dormont Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (DoC)
Dormont Silt Loam,
15-25% Slopes (DoD)
Gilpin, Weikert, and Culleoka
Shaly Silt Loam,
>35% Slopes (GSF)
Guernsey Silt Loam,
3-8% Slopes (GuB)
Guernsey Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (GuC)
Library Silty Clay Loam, 3-8%
Slopes (LbB)
Library Silty Clay Loam, 8-15%
Slopes (LbC)
Strip Mine Spoils,
8-25% Slopes (SmD)
Urban Land
Fill Material (UB)
Urban Land - Culleoka
Complex,0-8% Slopes (UCB)
Urban Land - Culleoka
Complex, 8-25% Slopes (UCD)
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Drainage

Rate of
Permeability

Hydric
Components

Limitations to Site
Development

Good

Slow

None

Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability

Good

Moderate

None

Good

Moderate

None

Good
Good
Moderate
to Good
Moderate
to Good
Moderate
to Good

Moderate to
Rapid
Moderate to
Rapid

None
None

Slow

None

Slow

None

Slow

None

Moderate

None

Slow

None

Slow

None

Slow

None

Slow

None

Good

Rapid

None

Poor

Unknown

None

Poor

Unknown

None

Poor

Unknown

None

Good
Moderate
to Good
Moderate
to Good
Poor to
Moderate
Poor to
Moderate

Slope, Moderate Depth to
Bedrock
Slope, Moderate Depth to
Bedrock
Slope, Shallow to Moderate
Depth to Bedrock
Slope, Shallow to Moderate
Depth to Bedrock
Seasonal High Water Table,
Slow Permeability
Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability
Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability
Slope, Shallow to Moderate
Depth to Bedrock
Seasonal High Water Table,
Slow Permeability
Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability
Seasonal High Water Table,
Slow Permeability
Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability
Slope, Unknown Soil
Content and Properties
Flooding, Unknown Soil
Content and Properties
Extreme Acidity, Unknown
Soil Content and Properties
Slope, Extreme Acidity,
Unknown Soil Content and
Properties
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Morgan Park
Soils Inventory and Soil Characteristics - Morgan Park
Soil Type
(Map Symbol)

Drainage

Rate of
Permeability

Hydric
Components

Urban Land
Fill Material (UB)

Poor

Unknown

None

Urban Land - Culleoka
Complex, 8-25% Slopes (UCD)

Poor

Unknown

None

Limitations to Site
Development
Flooding, Unknown Soil
Content and Properties
Slope, Extreme Acidity,
Unknown Soil Content and
Properties

Sturgeon Park
Soils Inventory and Soil Characteristics - Sturgeon Park
Soil Type
(Map Symbol)

Drainage

Rate of
Permeability

Hydric
Components

Limitations to Site
Development

Guernsey Silt Loam,
8-15% Slopes (GuC)

Moderate
to Good

Slow

None

Slope, Seasonal High Water
Table, Slow Permeability

Strip Mine Spoils,
8-25% Slopes (SmD)

Good

Rapid

None

Slope, Unknown Soil
Content and Properties

Conclusions to be made from the soil inventory for each of the four park sites are as follows:
Fairview Park
•

The most common limitation to Site Development is Slope. Gently-sloping areas suitable for large active recreational
facilities (sports fields, etc.) are at a premium.

•

Seasonal High Water Tables and Wetness (due partially to slow rates of permeability) are properties of most soils on the site.
This may be a hazard to development of structures and roadways due to higher potential for frost action / heaving.

•

Soils with other limitations to site development are sparse on the park property and should pose little problem.

•

Drainage is not a limitation to site development: the soils on the Fairview Park Site, on average, are at least moderately
well-drained.

•

No Fairview Park site soils indicated in the Allegheny County Soil Survey contain hydric inclusions. Therefore, it is highly
unlikely that un-marked / unknown jurisdictional wetlands exist on or in the vicinity of the park property.

Boys’ Home Property
•

The most common limitation to Site Development is Slope. Gently-sloping areas suitable for large active recreational
facilities (sports fields, etc.) are at a premium.

•

Seasonal High Water Tables and Wetness (due partially to slow rates of permeability) are properties of most soils on the site.
This may be a hazard to development of structures and roadways due to higher potential for frost action / heaving.
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•

Shallow depth to bedrock may also be a factor in site
development. Excessive earthwork in some areas
may require drilling and blasting, which would raise
development costs.

•

Soils with other limitations to site development are
sparse on the park property and should pose little
problem.

•

Drainage is not a limitation to site development: the
soils on the Boys' Home Property, on average, are at
least moderately well-drained.

•

No Boys' Home Property site soils indicated in
the Allegheny County Soil Survey contain hydric
inclusions. Therefore, it is highly unlikely that unmarked / unknown jurisdictional wetlands exist on or
in the vicinity of the park property. Small areas of
wetlands indicated on the National Wetland Inventory
Maps and USGS Quadrangles may be results of manmade impoundments.

•

Drainage in the Sturgeon Park site soils is at least
moderately well-drained, and should be of no
limitation to site development.

•

One limitation that still effects further site development
at Sturgeon Park is soil content. A majority of the site
is strip mine spoils, and has unknown soil contents.
The rate of permeability in this soil is rapid, but
stability and other soil characteristics will have to be
determined by soil tests at specific locations on the
site.

TOPOGRAPHY

Morgan Park
•

•

•

Flooding is the major limitation to site development on
the Morgan Park Site. The entire park is located within
a floodplain, as indicated by the presence of Urban
Land soils, which are primarily miscellaneous fill for
floodplains. Drainage in these soils is poor.
Another limitation to site development is the soil
content on the site. Because most of the underlying
soil in the park is fill over top of natural alluvial
(floodplain) soils, the soil contents are unknown and
inconsistent throughout the site. Soil tests at the exact
site of any proposed facilities are the only way to
accurately determine soil content.
Some fill material underlying the Morgan Park site
may be extremely acidic, which may be a limitation to
site vegetation and other development.

Sturgeon Park
•
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Slope is not a limitation to site development, despite
the site's soil characteristics. Because the site has
already been developed, some soil properties do not
apply.

The topographical features of the four park sites vary greatly
and are summarized as follows:
Fairview Park
The topography of Fairview Park is mostly large areas of gentle
slopes. Approximately 10% of the site has slopes less than five
percent (<5%), while approximately 65% of the site has slopes
between five and ten percent (5-10%), and the remaining 35%
of the property has slopes greater than ten percent (>10%).
The majority of the steeper slopes are located on the northern
end of the property overlooking the Lakemont residential
development, on the northeastern edge of the property along a
hillside unsuitable for development, and on the southern edge of
the property as part of a riparian buffer.
Boys’ Home Property
The topography at the Boys’ Home Property varies greatly
and can be classified as rolling terrain. Approximately 5%
of the site has slopes less than five percent (<5%), while
approximately 10% of the site has slopes between five and ten
percent (5-10%), and the remaining 85% of the site has slopes
greater than ten percent (>10%).
In addition to being small in size, the gently sloping,
developable portions of the site are isolated into several
remote areas of the site, with steeper slopes between. This
situation may seriously hinder any extensive site development.
However, the steeper portions of the site are not a hazard to all
development. Passive recreation facilities (trails, etc.) may still
be possible in these areas. Also, extensive grading may also
allow new development in more steeply-sloped areas.
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Morgan Park

Fairview Park and Boys’ Home Property

The topography of Morgan Park is very level, with sloping
banks at the edge of the Millers Run floodplain. Approximately
95% of the site has slopes less than five percent (<5%), while
the remaining 5% of the site has slopes greater than ten percent
(>10%).

Fairview Park and the Boys’ Home Property share similar soil
characteristics. Native plant communities are very similar
on the two sites, and both have a history of agriculture. The
majority of both properties is considered Grassy Field plant
community. This may also include shrubs, small saplings,
wildflowers, and vines.

The sloping areas of the site are stream banks or banks at
the southern border of the Millers Run floodplain, adjacent
to a residential neighborhood. The remainder of the site is
relatively flat and is suitable for any infill development or redevelopment.
Sturgeon Park
The topography at Sturgeon Park is simply a continuous
hillside. This hillside was re-graded during the development of
the existing park facilities. Approximately 60% of the site has
slopes less than five percent (<5%), while the remaining 40% of
the site has slopes of greater than twenty percent (>20%). Also,
the slope of the short entrance drive to the site is approximately
ten percent (10%).
The sloping areas are now-vegetated cut slopes and banks
formed during the initial development of the park. The
remainder of the park is relatively flat and suitable for in-fill
development or rehabilitation.
VEGETATION
In order to accurately inventory the vegetation on each of the
park sites, an environmental assessment, including a field
inventory, would be required. Such an assessment would be
very intensive, time-consuming, and costly. Therefore, it has
not been included as part of this study. An alternative method
was used. Probable plant inventories for each site were derived
from direct site observation, as well as the following reference
sources:

The site soils are very suitable to wild herbaceous plants,
grasses and legumes, and hardwood trees, as well as grain and
seed crops, which may have been planted on the property at
one time. The following list represents a potential plant species
inventory for the Grassy Field:

Soil Survey of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. United States
Department of Agriculture’s Soil Conservation
Service; in cooperation with the Pennsylvania State
University College of Agriculture and the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Resources’ State Conservation
Commission: Issued August 1981.
Benyus, Janine M. The Field Guide to Wildlife Habitats of Eastern United
States. New York, NY: Simon &
Schuster, Inc., 1989.
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Grasses and Legumes
Switchgrass
Big Bluestem
Little Bluestem
Indiangrass
Side Oats Grama
Kentucky Bluegrass
Orchard Grass
Red Clover
White Dutch Clover
Birdsfoot Trefoil
Poverty Grass
Crabgrass

Wildflowers and Forbs
Cardinal Flower
Asters (various)
Beebalm
Joe-Pye Weed
Columbine
Black-Eyed Susan
Bracken Fern
Broomsedge
Camphorweed
Common Lamb’s-quarters
Common Milkweed
Common Ragweed
Goldenrods (various)
Orange hawkweed
Oxeye Daisy
Queen Anne’s Lace
Pokeweed
Reindeer Moss
Thistles

Saplings, Shrubs, and Vines
Quaking Aspen
Bigtooth Aspen
Northern Bayberry
Beaked Hazel
Black Cherry
Brambles
Chokecherry
Downy Serviceberry
Hawthorns
Multiflora rose
Eastern White Pine
Virginia Pine
Smooth Sumac
Sweet-fern
Sweetgum
Virginia Creeper (vine)
Blackberry
Red-osier Dogwood
Wild Grape (vine)

Portions of both park sites consist of Shrub / Sapling Edge, a transition zone between the grassy field and mature Oak / Hickory
Forests also located on the outer fringes of the two park sites. The following list represents a potential plant species inventory for
the Shrub / Sapling Edge:
Wildflowers and Forbs

Shrubs and Vines

Saplings

Asters (various)
Beebalm
Joe-PyeWeed
Black-Eyed Susan
Bracken Fern
Broomsedge
Common Lamb’s - quarters
Milkweeds (various)
Common Ragweed
Goldenrods (various)
Oxeye Daisy
Queen Anne’s Lace
Pokeweed
Thistles

Beaked Hazel
Blackberries
Brambles
Climbing Bittersweet (vine)
Downy Serviceberry
Glossy Buckthorn
Hedge Bindweed
Northern Bush - Honeysuckle
Poison Ivy (vine)
Red Raspberry
Smooth Sumac
Staghorn Sumac
Virginia Creeper (vine)
Wild Grape (vine)

Quaking Aspen
Bigtooth Aspen
Gray Birch
Paperbark Birch
Black Cherry
Black Locust
Chokecherry
Hawthorns
Multiflora rose
Eastern White Pine
Sassafras
Pin Cherry
White Ash

Portions of Fairview Park and the Boys’ Home Property consist of Mature Oak / Hickory Forests. Although this plant community is
not prevalent on either property, it borders the sites on several sides and may be important in the planning of future reforestation or
recreational efforts. The following list represents a potential plant species inventory for the Oak / Hickory Forest:
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Major (Canopy) Trees
Black Oak
Northern Red Oak
White Oak
Bur Oak
Pin Oak
Shingle Oak
Chestnut Oak
Shagbark Hickory
Red Maple
Sugar Maple
Black Cherry
Black Locust
Black Walnut
Black Gum
Green Ash
White Ash
Sweetgum
Yellow Poplar
Slippery Elm
American Basswood
Eastern White Pine
White Spruce
Norway Spruce
Larch

Understory Trees, Shrubs
and Vines
Beaked Hazel
Blackberry
Blueberry
Deerberry
Downy Serviceberry
Eastern Burningbush
Eastern Hophornbeam
Eastern Redbud
Flowering Dogwood
Mapleleaf Viburnum
Mountain Laurel
Rhodendrons
Spicebush
Sourwood
Sassafras
Common Witch-hazel
Downy Serviceberry
Poison Ivy (vine)
Virginia Creeper (vine)
Wild Grape (vine)

Herbaceous Plants
Asters (various)
Black Snakeroot
Bloodroot
Common Cinquefoil
Common Lespedeza
Cut-leaved Toothwort
Dutchman’s Breeches
False Solomon’s Seal
Solomon’s Seal
Goldenrods (various)
Indian Cucumber Root
Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Mayapple
Nannyberry
Winterberry
Panic Grasses
Partridgeberry
Pink Lady’s Slipper
Sedges
Sessile Bellwort
Tick Trefoils
Tickclover
Trillums
Trout Lily
Violet Wood-Sorrel
Wild Ginger
Wild Sarsaparilla
Wintergreen (Teaberry)

Other small areas of unique vegetation are present on the Fairview Park property and should be noted. In the central portion of the
site, near the existing water storage tanks, a small hillside is covered with what appear to be apple trees. This area may be remnants
of a past orchard. Additionally, in the southeastern portion of the site, adjacent to the Mayview State Hospital property, stands a
grove of evergreen trees consisting of less than one acre. Despite their small size, these two areas are undoubtedly important to
wildlife and to the overall biodiversity.
Other areas of unique vegetation also exist on the Boys’ Home Property, and consist of agricultural fields that are currently in
use. These fields do not represent a native plant community, but should be noted as they are still of importance to both people and
wildlife.
Sturgeon Park
Sturgeon Park shares similar soil characteristics and native plant communities with Fairview Park and the Boys’ Home Property.
The predominant plant community on the Sturgeon Park property is Mature Oak / Hickory Forest (for potential plant inventory, see
above). However, Sturgeon Park is a small tract of land, and has been almost wholly disturbed by the development of the park.
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Most of the park is maintained as mowed lawn or pavement, and the forest surrounding the open space in the park is minimal.
Morgan Park
The dominant plant community at Morgan Park is the Northern Floodplain Forest. The soils on the Morgan Park site are fairly suited
to hardwood trees, and more suited to wetland plants. Much like Sturgeon Park, Morgan Park has also been entirely developed.
Only the northern and western fringes of the site adjacent to Millers Run are not maintained as mowed lawn or pavement. These
areas are very narrow buffers along the stream that have been severely damaged by flooding in the late summer of 2004.
The following list represents a potential plant inventory for the Northern Floodplain plant community adjacent to Morgan Park. It
should be noted that the actual number of listed species present on the park property is considerably smaller than the following list.
Trees and Shrubs
American Bladdernut
American Elm
American Holly
American Hornbeam
Green Ash
Black Walnut
Box Elder
Coralberry
Eastern Cottonwood
Deerberry
Elderberry
Eastern Burningbush
Elderberry
Hackberry
Shagbark Hickory
Shellbark Hickory
Red Maple

Silver Maple
Pin Oak
Swamp White Oak
Possumhaw
River Birch
Slippery Elm
Speckled Alder
American Sycamore
Black Willow
Winged Elm
Witch-hazel
Yellow Poplar
American Beech
Tulip Poplar
Eastern Hemlock

Vines
American Black Currant
Bur Cucumber
Climbing Bittersweet
Common Moonseed
Greenbriers
Poison Ivy
Trumpet-Creeper
Virgin’s Bower
Virginia Creeper
Wild Grape
Wild Yam

Herbaceous Plants
Christmas Fern
Cinnamon Fern
Ostrich Fern
Royal Fern
Great Ragweed
Green Dragon
Groundnut
Hog Peanut
Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Jewelweed
Mayapple
Stinging Nettle
Wood Nettle
Sedges (various)
Sweetflag
Trout-Lily
Turtlehead

RIPARIAN BUFFERS
Riparian Buffers are areas of vegetation along waterways that protect water quality and stabilize stream channels. These vegetated
areas along streams are of significant ecological importance, as they:
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•

slow flood waters and reduce the volume of water through root absorption.

•

improve water quality by filtering runoff and promoting sediment deposition.

•

allow water storage in plant roots and provide pathways to groundwater layers.

•

provide canopy cover that shades and cools streams, thus improving habitat conditions for in-stream organisms, while
providing relief from the extreme heat for terrestrial animals.

•

provide habitat for a variety of birds and small mammals, while acting as corridors to similar habitat, providing food,
shelter, and nesting sites.

•

provide great opportunities for recreational activities such as fishing, hiking, bird watching and other wildlife observation,
picnicking, and camping.
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stream by aquatic plants and wildlife.
WILDLIFE
To survive, animal species require food, cover, space, and water.
All of these are provided on the four park sites being master
planned as part of this project, and thus the sites are sufficient to
support wildlife. However, because of the severe fragmentation
and lack of sufficiently-sized habitat areas adjacent to each
other, the diversity of wildlife may be limited.
Fairview Park
The northern side of the existing riparian buffer along the unnamed tributary to Chartiers Creek at Fairview Park varies
in width from a minimum of sixty-five feet (65’) to over two
hundred feet (200’). This side of the riparian buffer is partially
located on the park property, and separates the park from the
adjacent Ridgewood Condominiums.
The un-named tributary to Chartiers Creek is fully shaded along
the entire southern edge of the park property. The riparian
buffer surrounding this stream is critical to quality of habitat.
Future protection efforts could include responsible stormwater
runoff management, along with prevention of both excessive
erosion and vegetation removal.
Morgan Park
The southern side of the riparian buffer along Millers Run at
Morgan Park varies in width from a minimum of twenty feet
(20’) to over forty feet (40’). This buffer is partially located
on the park property, and separates the park from the adjacent
industrial facility to the west.
Vegetation in this riparian area suffered damage during the
severe flooding that occurred during the late summer of 2004.
Thus, the shade canopy over Millers Run has been slightly
reduced, which may cause a short-term increase in water
temperatures.
Successful future stream restoration efforts could include
removal of debris, bank stabilization, prevention of erosion
stemming from stormwater runoff, and prevention of vegetation
removal. Additionally, replacement of vegetation along the
entire western and northern edges of the park property would
result in decreased water temperature, increased levels of
dissolved oxygen in the stream, and promote colonization of the

In order to accurately inventory animal species on each of
the park sites, an environmental assessment would have to
be performed. Such an assessment would be very intensive,
time-consuming, and costly. Therefore, it was not included as
part of this study. An alternative method was used: probable
wildlife inventories for each site were derived from direct
site observation and from reference sources. From this list
of probable plant communities / habitats, Pashek Associates
compiled a potential wildlife inventory using sources listed in
the Vegetation section of this report, as well as the following:
Brittingham, Margaret C., and Colleen A. DeLong. “Management Practices
for Enhancing Wildlife Habitat”. Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences
Cooperative Extension, 1998.

Summaries of individual park sites’ habitat analyses, along with
potential wildlife inventories, are summarized as follows:
Fairview Park
The Fairview Park property provides several different habitat
types for wildlife, each needed by a variety of species for
different reasons.
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Grassy Field
The grassy field habitat dominates the majority of the park
property, and provides food for meadow voles, field mice,
eastern cottontail rabbits, and white-tailed deer. Meadow voles
may also nest in the grassy field, along with field sparrows and
various songbirds. This habitat type also provides homes for
insects, which are in turn food for several bird species. The
grassy field is also a hunting ground for hawks, owls, foxes, and
snakes.
The grassy field habitat at Fairview Park appears to be
healthy and large enough to support populations of wildlife.
Fragmentation of this habitat may occur with site development,
but any sizable area of this habitat will still be utilized by local
wildlife.

This nest parasitism has resulted in an explosion in cowbird
populations and decrease in overall wildlife diversity, which is
supported by the increasing fragmentation of woodland habitats.
Interior forest bird species have not yet developed behaviors to
cope with nest parasitism, and frequently accept eggs as their
own. Some edge-tolerant bird species, however, have learned to
recognize cowbird eggs and remove them from the nests.
The most effective, albeit labor-intensive method of rapidly
decreasing cowbird parasitism is to live trap the birds in
decoy traps baited with grain or seed. Also, efforts should be
made to avoid fragmenting large tracts of forest or grassland
unnecessarily, and to remove supplemental food sources (grain
fields, feedlots, pastures, etc.) that may attract large numbers of
cowbirds.
Mature Forest

Edge / Ecotone
The edge, or “ecotone” habitat, the transition zone between
the grassy field and woodlands surrounding the park property,
and is frequented by wildlife native to both bordering habitat
types as well as by species that have adapted to the specific
edge habitat. This habitat is represented by the shrub/sapling
edge plant community mentioned in the Vegetation section of
this report. Fruiting shrubs in this habitat provide food for wild
turkeys, various birds, foxes, white-tailed deer, black bear, and
several small mammal species. Songbirds can find nest sites
and escape cover in these dense shrub / sapling borders, as well
as perch and singing sites in the tops of small saplings. Such
areas also attract predators because of the concentration of
songbirds and smaller mammals.

The mature Oak / Hickory forests at Fairview Park are located
around the fringes of the property, but should not be overlooked.
This habitat provides abundant food for wildlife. Acorns and
hickory nuts provide food for squirrels, wild turkeys, whitetailed deer, various mice, and chipmunks. Also, yellow poplar
and white ash trees offer seeds that remain on the trees all
winter, providing food for several species of bird and other
wildlife.
Shelter is also available in the forest habitat. Standing dead
timber offers nesting cavities for raccoons, opossums, and wood
ducks, and Fallen logs and leaf litter provide ample shelter for
small rodents, reptiles, and amphibians.
Other Areas

Not all of the edges between field and woodland at Fairview
Park contain shrubs and saplings. Clean edges between these
two habitats are not conducive to increased biodiversity. Areas
of edge habitat do not need to be extremely large to function
well. However, larger edge areas will indeed attract more
species, and larger numbers of animals.
One species of special interest in the edge habitat is the brownheaded cowbird. These birds deposit their eggs in the nests of
other birds, who often do not differentiate between their own
young and the cowbird young. The parent birds of other species
then raise the cowbird young, which grow considerably faster
and larger than their own.
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Other areas on the Fairview Park property that are important
to wildlife are: the old apple orchard near the water storage
tanks, which provides food for white-tailed deer, gray fox, and
various birds; and the evergreen grove in the southeastern part
of the site. Evergreens provide thermal cover for wild turkeys,
nest sites for mourning doves, and food and shelter for various
squirrel species.
Boys’ Home Property
The Boys’ Home Property, although much larger than Fairview
Park, has very similar wildlife habitat characteristics. Grassy
field habitats dominate the property, but many edge habitats
are located along hedgerows between the former and current
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agricultural fields, and between agricultural fields and existing
recreational areas. Patches of mature oak / hickory forests
are also located in the northern and southeastern parts of
the property. For information on these habitat types, see the
Fairview Park wildlife summary.
Other Areas
Agricultural activity benefits more than just humans: the current
agricultural (corn, grains, etc.) fields that cover a portion of the
Boys’ Home Property are important food sources for whitetailed deer, ring-necked pheasants, raccoons, and a variety of
other woodland creatures.
Morgan Park and Sturgeon Park
Both Morgan Park and Sturgeon Park have been mostly cleared
for recreational use, and have minimal areas of remaining
habitat. The remaining area on the Sturgeon Park property is
adjacent to an existing mature oak / hickory forest, and has
similar characteristics to that habitat type described previously.
The stream corridor on the northern side of Morgan Park is
so small and is in such poor condition, due to pollution and
to recent flood damage, that it has almost no value as wildlife
habitat. Urban land uses dominate adjacent properties. No
areas suitable for wildlife observation exist in either park.
Potential Wildlife Inventory
The following list represents a potential inventory (not
including insects and other invertebrates) of the wildlife that
may utilize the different habitat types at the four parks discussed
in this study:
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Grassy Field Habitat
Red-tailed Hawk
Eastern Kingbird
Loggerhead Shrike
American Kestrel
Eastern Screech-Owl
Common Nighthawk
Turkey Vulture
Burrowing Owl
Eastern Bluebird
Sharp-tailed Grouse
Northern Bobwhite
Killdeer
Upland Sandpiper
Horned Lark
Sparrows (various)
Eastern Bobolink
Eastern Meadowlark
Ring-necked Pheasant
Eastern Cottontail Rabbit
White-tailed Deer
Least Shrew
Woodchuck / Groundhog
Ground Squirrel
Field Mice (various)
Meadow Vole
Eastern Mole
Red Fox
Eastern Fence Lizard
Eastern Garter Snake
Eastern Hognose Snake
Milk Snake
Bats (various)

Edge / Ecotone Habitat
Red-tailed Hawk
Ruby-throated Hummingbird
Least Flycatcher
Red Bat
Hoary Bat
Eastern Screech-Owl
Warblers (various)
American Goldfinch
White-eyed Vireo
Yellow-breasted Chat
Indigo Bunting
Red-headed Woodpecker
Mourning Dove
Brown-headed Cowbird
Northern Flicker
Gray Catbird
Blue Grosbeak
Brown Thrasher
Sparrows (various)
Rufous-sided Towhee
American Woodcock
Dark-eyed Junco
Ring-necked Pheasant
Eastern Cottontail Rabbit
White-tailed Deer
Field Mice (various)
Hairy-tailed Mole
Eastern Chipmunk
Coyote
Ermine
Least Weasel
Striped Skunk
Mole Kingsnake
Milk Snake
Eastern Coachwhip (snake)
Eastern Hognose Snake
Eastern Garter Snake

Mature Oak / Hickory
Forest Habitat
Cooper’s Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Eastern-Wood Peewee
Great Crested Flycatcher
Whip-poor-will (bird)
Gray Jay
Blue Jay
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Red-eyed Vireo
Summer Tanager
Scarlet Tanager
Tufted Titmouse
Chickadees (various)
Tufted Titmouse
Woodpeckers (various)
White-breasted Nuthatch
Warblers (various)
Northern Bobwhite
Ovenbird
Wild Turkey
Gray Squirrel
Fox Squirrel
White-footed Mouse
Woodland Vole
Gray Fox
Red Fox
White-tailed Deer
Black Bear
Marbled Salamander
Slimy Salamander
Spotted Salamander
Eastern Box Turtle
Five-lined Skink
Black Rat Snake
Timber Rattlesnake

Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory Index Search
The Pennsylvania Department of Forestry maintains the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Index. This is a database
of known locations of Pennsylvania’s rare, threatened, and endangered plant and animal species.
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Searches of the PNDI Database (Search #N160750 {Fairview
Park}, Search #N161751 {Boys’ Home Property}, Search
#N161752 {Morgan Park}, Search #N161753 {Sturgeon Park}
indicate that there are no known species of concern on these
sites.
EXISTING RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
Existing development to date in each park has been limited
mainly by property boundaries only. Topography also limits the
development at Sturgeon Park and the Boys’ Home Property.
The following sections list and analyze existing recreational
facilities per individual park.
Fairview Park
The facilities at Fairview Park are in the best overall condition
of the four Township parks being master planned for this study.
Use of facilities, as well as facilities maintenance seem to be on
higher levels here than at the remaining three parks.

The only other issue observed among the existing park
facilities is the lack of restroom facilities, player and spectator
seating, and paved handicapped access, adjacent to the existing
soccer field. The nearest restroom facilities are located in
the concession stand at the new ball field complex. Portable
restrooms would fulfill the need for restrooms at the soccer
field. Also, the soccer field is in need of player benches (at the
least) and bleacher seating for spectators. Topography permits
handicapped access to the soccer field, but as of yet none is
provided. ADA regulations require a paved surface such as
asphalt or even compacted aggregate.
Parking appears to be adequate for the existing facilities,
and handicapped-accessible parking is available near most
facilities. The small parking lot adjacent to the basketball and
tennis courts is handicapped-accessible, but needs a space to be
marked per ADA regulations.
A complete inventory and analysis of the Fairview Park
recreational facilities is shown below:

All the existing recreational facilities in the Park are located
on a 15+ acre area in the western portion of the park, and all
are situated along the paved park road. The remaining 110
acres of park land was only recently acquired by the Township
and to date has not been developed. Site terrain does not limit
development in most areas of the park.
Facilities that need immediate attention include the play
areas and fire pit. The equipment in the play area adjacent
to the picnic shelter is well-maintained, but is dated and may
have outlived its usefulness. A playground safety audit for
compliance with current playground safety standards will
indicate what, if any, serious hazards are present in both play
areas. The second play area, adjacent to the older ball field, is
in need of enlargement and is not in compliance with Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. The equipment in
this play area is in good condition, but short supply. More
equipment is needed. Also, the concrete fire pit is located in
close proximity to the second play area. This may be a hazard
and may need relocated.
Another concern is the shortage of picnic areas. The park
seems to receive heavy use by Township Residents, but contains
only one picnic shelter. The addition of picnic shelters may
draw more park users, act as a venue for public gatherings and
events, and provide an additional source of income through
rentals. Ample space is available for such development.
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Condition of Existing Facilities - Fairview Park
Activity/Facility

Quantity

Condition

ADA Compliance

5 lots

3 good, 2 fair

Yes

Pavilion 15’x50’

1

Good

No

Older Baseball Field
-270’ @ lines, 300’ @ centerfield;
-75’ bases; red clay infield

1

Good

No

Red clay infield good;
lighted; outfield used for
football

New Baseball Field
-325’ @ lines, 375’ @ centerfield;
-90 bases; red clay infield

1

Excellent

Yes

Built 2001; dugouts, stands
with railings, 10’ outfield
fence

Batting Cage

1

Good

Soccer Field 300’x210

1

Good

No

Needs seating, HC access

2 sets

Good

Yes

One at new ball field;
One near pavilion

Concession Stand

1

Excellent

Yes

Built 2001; split-face block

Tennis Courts 120’x105’ (fence)

2

Fair

No

Needs colorcoat and
line painting; fence good

Parking Area

Restrooms

Play Area
One near old ball field (larger);
one near pavilion (smaller); both
surfaced with shredded bark
mulch
Basketball Court
-80’x48’ (court), -90’x68’ (pavement)

2 lots need lined;
153 spaces (incl. 10 HC)
8 tables inside, 3 outside;
2 grills; Patio can be
expanded

Over right fence of old
baseball field

2

Fair

No

Near old ball field: needs
more equipment and more
space; needs HC access
Near pavilion: equipment
is dated

1

Fair

Yes

Needs sealed, coated, and
repainted; Needs chain nets

3

Good

No

2 near new ball field; 1
near play area

Multiple

Fair

No

8’ to 25’ widths, mowed
grass in meadow area

Information Kiosk

1

Good

No

Park Map, Regulations
need updated

Fire pit

1

Fair

No

Near larger play area

Picnic Tables (individual)
Trails

Signage
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Notes

Good

Matches Morgan Park Sign
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Boys’ Home Property
Although it is the largest of the four park properties being
master planned, the Boys’ Home Property has experienced
relatively little development of recreational facilities. Most of
the structures and facilities in use during the property’s time as
a home for troubled boys still remain today. Most have outlived their usefulness and may be remaining only due to lack of
funding or man-power required for their removal.

One last point of concern for the Boys’ Home Property is
the remnants of former bunkhouses located to the west of
the McCrory Gymnasium. Several concrete staircases and
foundation walls remain from these structures, and are not
visible from any distance. These remnants may create safety
hazards and need to be removed.
A complete inventory and analysis of the Boys’ Home Property
recreational facilities is shown on the next page:

Topography limits the development of the site somewhat, but
not totally. The slopes of the hillsides on the property are
suitable for modest development of recreational facilities,
namely small sports courts, other activity areas, access roads,
and trails. Compliance with ADA regulations may prove the
largest challenge in such development. A majority of the site
also appears to be currently farmed. This is sound use of land
that may not be developable otherwise.
The primary access road into the property consists of several
areas of brick and concrete. These surfaces are uneven and
in need of removal. This road leads into the former concrete
parking lot, which is now overgrown with vegetation and badly
heaved in several places due to frost action. An even paving
surface is needed to allow safe access to future park facilities.
The McCrory Gymnasium (c.1940), located in the southwestern
portion of the site, adjacent to the main access road, is also in
very poor condition and may be beyond the point of restoration.
Floors are destroyed from vandalism and wood rot, and most
of the building’s doors are either missing or damaged. Another
structure on the site that needs updated or removed is the picnic
shelter to the south of the access road, along the southern
edge of the property. Currently, a miscellaneous collection of
chairs and grills are stored in the shelter, which has recently
been painted, but is in need of cleaning. Electric outlets at this
shelter are functional.
The house adjacent to the former parking lot and current
soccer field appears to be structurally sound, but is in need of
renovations if it is to be utilized for any park activity, other than
storage.
Signage, or lack thereof, is another major concern on the Boys’
Home Property. This future park is in need of signage similar
to that of Morgan Park and Fairview Park.
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Condition of Existing Facilities - Boys’ Home Property
Activity/Facility

Parking Area

Play Area
-48’x72’
-Shredded bark mulch surface
-Wooden edging

Quantity

1 lot

1

Condition

Very Poor

Excellent

ADA Compliance

Notes

No

Concrete Slabs, extremely
heaved and overgrown;
brick pavers exposed in
some spots

No

No paved access paths;
shredded bark mulch
surface; new equipment; in
need of minor maintenance

Soccer Field
-323’x183’
-10’ fence behind east end near
retaining wall

1

Good

No

Goals, benches good;
bleachers need painted;
gravel installed beneath to
eliminate mud

Newer Pavilion (16’x36’)
-near play area

1

Excellent

Yes

New shelter with concrete
slab foundation and ramp

No

No picnic tables; mix-n-match
wooden tables; assorted
chairs; portable gas grill
(old); electricity operational

No

Structure is sound; all fixtures
need replaced; old asphalt
parking needs removed and
regraded; being used as a
fill site

Older Pavilion (15’x50’)
-near entrance

Gymnasium
-70’x70’ (main gym)
-37’x41’ (old locker room wing)

Signage

1

1

Fair

Very Poor

Poor

None visible (not currently a
Township Park)

Morgan Park
Morgan Park is located adjacent to the Township Municipal Building, and thus receives large amounts of both use and attention
from Township residents. The recreational facilities at Morgan Park are generally in good condition, but most were damaged
by floodwaters during the late summer of 2004. Comments regarding flood damage have been incorporated into the analysis of
recreational facilities.
Topography is not a limiting factor on any portion of the Morgan Park property. The entire park property has been developed, with
redevelopment and updating of facilities being the focal points of the master plan for this park.
The main facility of concern in Morgan Park appears to be the tennis courts. Flooding caused severe heaving of the court surface
and deposited debris throughout the court, and on the chain-link fence surrounding the court. The court surface may be beyond
repair and needs to be removed and replaced. The fence remains in good condition other than the large amount of debris to be
removed from its links.
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Several fences around the four ball fields were toppled by flood waters, and these need to be replaced before any use of the fields.
Large amounts of debris are also visible in the links of these fences. The infields on all ball fields appear to be in good condition.
Another area of concern is the open area to the west of the basketball court. This area was once the site of a playground, but
flooding destroyed most of the play equipment, which warranted its total removal. Sidewalks in this area have also been removed,
leaving an open space suitable for redevelopment. The property fence along the top of the river bank needs to be cleaned and reerected in several places, to avoid park visitors wandering into the stream channel.
A complete inventory and analysis of the Morgan Park recreational facilities is shown below:
Condition of Existing Facilities - Morgan Park
Activity/Facility

Quantity

Condition

ADA Compliance

Parking Area

1

Good

Yes

Lot shared with Municipal
Bldg. 2 HC Spaces

Baseball Field “A”
-180’ @ lines, 200’ @ centerfield;
-60’ bases; soil infield

1

Good

Yes

New outfield fence with
high-visibility yellow tubing
along top

Yes

Used for Tee-ball only?
Drainage needs addressed;
Benches need replaced;
No spectator seating area.

Baseball Field “B”
-100’ @ lines; irregular shape
-soil infield

1

Poor

Notes

Baseball Field “C”
-150’ @ lines; irregular shape
-soil infield

1

Good

No

Left field fence needs
re-erected in two areas;
benches, backstop,
bleachers o.k.

Baseball Field “D”
-100’ @ lines; irregular shape
-soil infield

1

Poor

Yes

Built 2001; dugouts, stands
with railings, 10’ outfield
fence

Batting Cage

1

Good

Yes

In need of routine cleaning

Concession Stand / Restrooms

1

Good

Yes

Storage in shed near batting
cage

Tennis Courts 120’x108’ (fence)

2

Poor

Yes

Heaving from flood waters;
Pavement needs replaced;
Fence needs painted

Yes

Needs sealed, coated, and
repainted; Needs new
backboards, rims, nets;
Trees need pruned to open
up views to/from ballfields

Basketball Court
-90’x61’ (pavement)

1

Fair
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Fair

Yes

Shallow grades, some minor
heaving due to floods

Roadways

Fair

No

Park access road at Grant St.
needs re-graded and
resurfaced for safety.

Signage

Fair

Asphalt Paths

Network

Main entrance ok, very little
signage elsewhere in park

Sturgeon Park
The facilities at Sturgeon Park are apparently well-maintained, but are in need of minor repairs and updating. Topography is a
limiting factor in this 3.3-acre park, most of which is wooded hillside.
The paved parking lot, in combination with the gravel parking area, provides suitable parking for the park, but handicappedaccessible spaces need to be marked. The gravel access road provides access in fair weather.
The ball field appears to receive frequent use, and is need of minor repairs, such as replacement of player benches and replacement
of wooden seats on the bleachers. The field is also in need of an outfield fence in right field, to prevent outfielders from running
directly onto the steep cut slope in that portion of the site.
Signage is also a very apparent need at Sturgeon Park. Small yellow signs are posted on the adjacent streets in Sturgeon, but signage
similar to that of Morgan and Fairview Parks is needed, if this park is to be recognized as a Township facility.
Another point of emphasis during the analysis of Sturgeon Park is the play area. The equipment is in fair condition, needing only to
be painted. However, the play area needs a safety surface to comply with current safety regulations. Also, the monkey bars located
near the northeastern treeline of the site are rusted, outdated, and need to be removed for safety reasons.
Additionally, no restroom facility has been developed in the park, other than a portable restroom. A permanent restroom facility may
be needed to accommodate park visitors during peak use hours.
A complete inventory and analysis of the Sturgeon Park recreational facilities is shown below:
Condition of Existing Facilities - Sturgeon Park
Activity/Facility
Parking Area

Play Area
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Quantity

Condition

ADA Compliance

1 lot

Fair

No

Half paved (23 spaces, no
HC spaces); 17 spaces
in gravel lot

No

No safety surface (currently
grass); Equipment needs
maintenance; old monkey
bars need replaced; no
seating area for parents

1

Fair

Notes

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

CHAPTER 2
SITE INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

Restrooms
Baseball Field
-195’ @ Left Field Line
-240’ @ Center Field (fence end)
-No right field fence

Signage

1

1

Portable

Fair

No

Portable

No

Backstop needs replaced;
Some wood on bleachers
needs replaced; no trash
receptacles; player benches
need replaced; no fence in
right field.

Fair
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Some along streets in
Sturgeon, No park signage
in park
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Analysis
PARK PROGRAMS

Standards / Guidelines include:
o

Consumer Product Safety Commission's "Handbook for
Public Playground Safety":
- establishes equipment, use zone, and protective safety
surfacing requirements.

o

National Recreation and Park Association's "Facility
Development Standards":
- establishes facility dimensions, orientation, and slope
requirements.

o

American Society of Testing Materials "Standard
Consumer Safety Performance Specification for Public
Playground Safety" (ASTM F 1487)
- establishes access route, equipment, use zone, and
protective safety surfacing requirements.

o

American Society of Testing Materials "Standard
Specification for Determination of Accessibility of
Surface Systems Under and Around Playground
Equipment" (ASTM F 1951)
- defines minimum requirements for accessible
protective surfacing materials.

o

American Society of Testing Materials "Standard
Specification for Impact Attenuation of Surface Systems
Under and Around Playground Equipment" (ASTM F
1292)
- defines minimum requirements for impact attenuation
of protective surfacing materials.

o

Americans with Disabilities Accessibility Guidelines
for Buildings and Facilities, Play Areas, Finale Rule,
www.access-board.gov
- establishes requirements for playground equipment
accessibility.

o

Universal Trail Assessment Process (UTAP), www.
beneficialdesigns.com/trails/utap.html
- Based on the promise that trails should be universally
designed to serve all users, UTAP encourages land
managers to provide users with specific information
regarding the trail, so users can make an informed
decision as to whether they have the ability to use the
trail.

Based on input received from the public participation process,
the Study Committee requested the consultant to provide the
following facilities into the parks master plans:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Girls Slow-Pitch Softball Fields
Little League Baseball Fields
Youth Soccer Fields (Multiple Sizes)
Football Fields
Picnic Shelters
Playgrounds
Trails (walking / jogging / hiking / horseback)
Other passive recreation facilities
Basketball Courts
Tennis Courts
Community Center containing multiple indoor facilities
Concession Stands
Restroom Facilities
Roadways for Access

FACILITY DESIGN GUIDELINES
It is important to provide properly located, safe recreation
facilities that are accessible to all park visitors. Safety issues
include sports field orientation, safe play settings, ageappropriate play equipment, and properly designed trails.
Accessibility issues include ensuring that facilities meet the
needs of the physically- and mentally-challenged, as well as
individuals experiencing temporary disabilities. Ensuring
accessibility to all facilities not only accommodates those with
disabilities, but also makes it easier for the general public to use
the facilities. It is imperative that South Fayette Township takes
steps to protect the health, safety and welfare of all park users.
Accessibility, in design terms, is described by the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), which guarantees equal
opportunity for individuals with disabilities, to participate in the
mainstream of public life. To do so, the ADA sets requirements
for facilities, to prevent physical barriers that keep people with
disabilities from participating. When recreational facilities are
built or altered, they must comply with the ADA standards by
providing an accessible route to the area of use and spectator
areas.
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o

Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board's "Regulatory Negotiation Committee on
Accessibility Guidelines for Outdoor Developed
Areas", September 1999, www.access-board.gov
- sets minimum requirements for accessible trails,
access routes, resting opportunities, benches, utility
connections, and trash receptacles.

o

American Association of State Highway Transportation
Officials "Guide for the Development Of Bicycle
Facilities"

o

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Title II
Requirement for Public Facilities,
www.access-board.gov

Additionally, many facilities must comply with specific
standards established for their respective activity. Facilityspecific standards that must be understood in order to properly
locate the facilities being considered in this study include:
o

National Federation of State High School Association's
"Court and Field Diagram Guide"

o

National Horseshoe Pitchers Association of America,
www.horseshoepitching.com
- establishes court dimensions and requirements

o

USA Volleyball, www.volleyball.com
- establishes court dimensions and requirements

o

National Basketball Association, www.nba.com
- establishes court dimensions and requirements

o

Federal Aviation Administration Advisory Circular
150/5290-2A - Heliport Design, www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
planning/aeronaut/htmlfile/faa-acs.html
- recommends design standards for helipads

Taking into consideration the aforementioned standards
and guidelines, in combination with Pashek Associates’
prior experience, the following facility development
recommendations were developed for the South Fayette
Township parks:
Ball Fields
• Size varies depending on league, ranges from foul line
distance between 180’ and 200’
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• Home Plate to second base orientation ideally north to
northeast, never west to southwest
• Maximum 2% slope, minimum 1.5% slope for drainage
• Provide adequate buffer between field and adjacent uses
and parking areas
• Provide accessible spectator seating area
Soccer Fields
• Size varies according to age group: Minimum is 75’ x
45’ (U6 age group); Maximum is 330’ x 195’ (High
School Standard)
• Long axis of field oriented north to south, never east to
west
• Maximum 2% slope, minimum 1.5% slope for drainage
• Provide a minimum 30’ buffer between field and
adjacent facilities and parking areas
• Provide accessible spectator seating area
Football Fields
• Size: 360’ x 160’
• Long axis of field oriented north to south, never east to
west
• Maximum 2% slope, minimum 1.5% slope for drainage
• Provide minimum 30’ buffer between field and adjacent
facilities and parking areas
• Provide accessible spectator seating areas
Shelters
• Size varies
• Maximum 5% slope for accessibility
• Concrete pad beneath shelter
• Electrical service and charcoal grills at larger shelters
(48-person capacity or more)
• Picnic tables and trash receptacles at all shelters
• Handicapped access ramps as needed
• Adequate landscaping for shade, especially on southern
and western sides
Playgrounds
• Size varies
• 2-5 year-old play area with age-appropriate structure /
equipment
• 5-12 year-old play area with age-appropriate structure
• Swing structure with both toddler and standard swings
• Shredded bark mulch safety surface throughout play
areas
• Adjacency to picnic shelters or other structures for
protection from inclement weather
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• Adequate landscaping to provide shade, especially on
southern and western sides
• Enclose entire playground area with fencing, providing
only one entrance for safety reasons
Hiking Trails
• 5' width
• Maximum 10% slope, located and graded in such a
manner as to minimize disturbance and erosion
• Crushed limestone surfacing
• Rest areas with benches approximately every 1,000'
• Located in areas of varying vegetation to provide variety
of scenery
Shared-Use Paths (Biking / Walking / Jogging)
• Minimum 10' width
• Crushed limestone or bituminous surface
• Maximum 10% slope, located and graded in such a
manner as to minimize erosion
Accessible Trails
• 6' minimum width; 10' maximum width
• Maximum 5% slope
• Firm and Stable surface
• Rest areas with benches approximately every 300'

• Concrete Pad foundation
• Drinking Fountain
Roadways
• 20' minimum cartway
• 10% maximum slope; 1% minimum slope for drainage
• Bituminous surfacing with wedge curbs
• Security lights every 100' to meet illumination
requirements (where applicable)
ADJACENCIES
In addition to the above requirements, thought must be given
to the appropriate adjacency of facilities. Ideally, it is most
desirable to locate facilities adjacent to one another only when
they have a minimal impact on each other. For example,
a contemplative garden should not be placed adjacent to a
basketball court. An example of appropriate adjacency is the
placement of a basketball court near a skatepark. Each facility
serves similar age groups, and both are active use facilities.
During the preparation of the alternative design concepts and
the final master plan, Pashek Associates located the proposed
facilities while considering issues of adjacency.
PARKING STANDARDS

Basketball Courts
• Minimum 90' x 60' paved area, Minimum Court size 84'
x 50' (High School Standard Size)
• Long axis of field oriented north to south, never east to
west
• Maximum 1.5% slope, minimum 0.5% slope for
drainage
• Bituminous surfacing
• Fence perimeter for safety

Parking must be considered for almost every park and recreation
facility. It would not be feasible to provide parking required
for peak use events, such as July 4th festivities, or other public
gatherings. Although this is possible, the Township would
be investing substantial funds in capital improvements that
would only be utilized a few times each year. Excess parking
facilities, occupying space that could have been available for the
development of other recreational facilities, would go unused
for the remainder of the year.

Tennis Courts
• Size: Paved area 108' x 66' , Court 78' x 36' (Doubles
Court)
• Long axis of field oriented north to south, never east to
west
• Bituminous surfacing
• Maximum slope 1%, minimum 0.8%, for drainage.
Sheet flow one direction, never allow high point at net

Parking Standards for this study were estimated using standards
from Pashek Associates’ prior experience with similar projects.
Parking spaces should be provided to accommodate 60% of the
peak use (highest possible use rate by players and spectators)
for all facilities, existing and proposed. This number is the
daily use, and parking standards for this study were figured
from the daily use rate assuming 2.5 persons per car. (see charts
below). Ideally, parking should accommodate average daily use
while providing opportunity for overflow parking to meet peak
use event needs. Parking for multi-use fields was estimated
using the individual activity requiring the highest amount of
parking.

Restrooms
• Size varies
• Maximum 5% slope for accessibility
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Facility

Peak Use
Daily Use
(in persons) (in persons)

Recommended
Number
of Parking Spaces

Ball Field
(Baseball or Softball)

120

72

29

Soccer Field
(High School Size)

160

96

39

Soccer Field (Youth)

80

48

20

Football Field

160

96

39

Basketball Court

24

15

6

Volleyball Court

12

8

4

Tennis Court

8

5

2

Skate Park

30

18

8

Playground
(Fairview, Morgan)

60

36

14

Playground
(Boys Home, Sturgeon)

30

18

8

Trails / Shared-use Paths
(Fairview, Boys’ Home)

100

60

24

Large Picnic Shelter
(50’ x 100’)

120

72

29

Mid-size Picnic Shelter
(20’ x 30’)

35

21

9

Small Picnic Shelter
(12’ x 20’)

15

9

4

Fairview Park
Vast potential for new facilities, namely sports fields, exists
on the Fairview Park property due to expansive un-forested
areas, gentle slopes, and extent of existing infrastructure. This
potential, in combination with practical thinking, drives the
park goal of balancing the maximum development of available
space (according to Township recreational needs), with realistic
budgetary constraints.
Boys’ Home Property
The Boys' Home Property presented both a unique opportunity,
and a challenge for South Fayette Township. The property has
potential to provide natural areas and mostly passive recreation
areas, while retaining its current agricultural use. Challenges
are presented by the now-outdated facilities associated with
the site’s former use as a home for troubled youths. Thus, the
park goal was identified as conservation of natural areas and
farmland through minimal passive recreational development.
Existing facilities that remained from the youth home were
evaluated as part of the Master Planning Process, to determine
their ability to be rehabilitated and serve the goals established in
this Master Plan.
Morgan Park

Alternative Master Plan Concepts
Based on the Inventory and Analysis of each park, along
with the Public Input process and prior design experience,
two alternative conceptual designs were prepared for each
of the four South Fayette Township Parks in this study. The
conceptual plans reflect input collected from the Township
Officials, the Study Committee, Park Board Members, Athletic
Association, Key Person Interviewees, Township residents, as
well as professional input from the staff of Pashek Associates.
These design alternatives were prepared to express overall
ideas, and not the final design for each park.
INDIVIDUAL PARK GOALS
The alternative concepts were developed with the purpose of
achieving the goals for each individual park, as established by
the Study Committee. These goals are as follows:
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Being centrally located in the Township, as well as being
adjacent to the Township Municipal Building, Morgan Park is
the highest profile park being master planned in this study. The
park was also the only one in need of repairs from recent flood
damage. The park goal, as identified by the Study Committee
during the planning process, is twofold. First and foremost,
was the creation of a first-class facility focusing on baseball
and softball. In addition, the Study Committee expressed the
desire to rehabilitate the existing playground to bring it into
compliance with current playground safety standards.
Sturgeon Park
The developable area at Sturgeon Park was already utilized with
recreation facilities, and thus the park goal included updates and
re-arrangement of facilities to meet current facility guidelines,
maximize park space and potential use, and as a means to
upgrade the park to the quality of the other Township parks
being master planned.
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTIONS
This master plan will serve as a tool to guide the development
of the four parks, which will directly affect the recreational
opportunities available to Township residents. Each conceptual
plan identifies potential design ideas, including entrance
and egress points and circulation patterns. In addition, the
size, location, and layout of different recreational facilities is
explored, as well as each facility’s compatibility with adjacent
recreational facilities.
The alternative conceptual master plans are outlined briefly
in the following paragraphs. Following the development of
these plans, they were presented to the Study Committee,
who then evaluated the opportunities and constraints of each
alternative concept, including the degree to which they meet the
recreational needs of the community.
Fairview Park - Option’A’
Both Concept Plan Options for Fairview Park focused on the
development of new facilities in the wide open, mostly gentlysloping fields adjacent to the existing park facilities. Sports
fields were the focus of public input for Fairview Park, being
that Fairview offers the best opportunity for such development
of the four parks being master planned.
Original park planning, completed in the mid-1990's, did not
account for future expansion, specifically regarding vehicular
access. Both Concept Plan Options propose extension of the
existing park road to the west of the existing legion field, as
well as, alternative access for park facilities from the adjacent
Mayview State Hospital parcel. The Township has approached
the Hospital regarding the possible acquisition of this parcel.
Additional access was a main concern at Fairview, as is shown
in the various public input results. The large, level area on the
adjacent Mayview State Hospital parcel also (as shown in both
Concept Plan Options) provides an opportunity for recreational
facility development along with associated support facilities.
Community Center
According to public input, one overwhelmingly desired park
facility was a community center, including an indoor basketball
court, racquetball courts, meeting rooms, and possibly a banquet
hall. Such a facility could also house park offices. In this Plan
Option, the community center is proposed near the existing
dumpsters, southeast of the existing pony league baseball field
and batting cage. This location offers access to existing parking

lots, and proposed expansion of those lots accommodates excess
parking required for the community center.
Sports Fields
The focus of sports fields in this Plan Option is the
implementation of multiple-use facilities. An opportunity exists,
through coordination between township athletic organizations,
to utilize existing and proposed field space for multiple sports,
whether for practice or for game play.
The outfield area of the existing legion baseball field is
available during the fall season for practice space. This plan
proposes its use for youth soccer, being that two fields, one for
U-6 to U-8 leagues, and one for U10 and U11 leagues, can play
games at the same time, within the fenced outfield area.
A proposed soccer (spring) / football (fall) field is located in the
southern corner of the property, on one of the most level areas
on the park's site. Development of this field would also allow
sole use of the existing full-size soccer field for soccer alone.
Fairview Park is the most logical place for new sports fields,
and thus provides opportunity to alleviate the Township’s need
for girls' softball fields. Plan Option ‘A’ proposes two girls'
softball fields, which can double as little league fields, provided
that they are equipped with a movable rubber pitching mound.
Field sizes for both facilities are very similar.
Trails
One existing facility that is popular among township residents
is the trail system. Several trails, simply formed by mowing,
are utilized by walkers and dog-owners. The expansion of this
trail system is desired according to public input, and coincides
logically with the expansion of other park facilities, giving
trail users access to all portions of the park. Because of the
extensiveness of the proposed trail expansion, paving material
of any kind would be a large expense and a maintenance
challenge. Simply mowing trails may be a more cost-effective
alternative, with shared use of sidewalks in areas near other
park facilities. Benches along the trail provide rest areas at
intervals.
Picnic Shelters
A recreation facility noticeably absent in Fairview Park is
picnic shelters. Opportunity exists for much more than the
one existing shelter on the park site. Plan Option ‘A’ proposes
one (1) small shelter (12’ x 20’, with 15-person capacity), two
(2) medium-sized shelters (20’ x 30’, each with 48-person
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capacity), as well as a large picnic shelter (100'x50') with
capacity for approximately 120 persons, and including restroom
facilities and a kitchen. The variety of sizes will offer more
rental and casual use opportunities for park visitors. The large
shelter may also be used for community events.
Parking
Another advantage of the ample open, often gently-sloping
spaces at Fairview Park is the availability of space for parking.
Parking for all facilities, as required by the project parking
standards mentioned earlier in this chapter, is proposed in the
locations shown on the concept plan.
Other Facilities
Updates to several existing facilities are proposed in Plan
Option ‘A’, including updates to, and expansion of, equipment
and safety surfaces at the existing playgrounds near the existing
shelter and southwest of the park road. The concrete fire pit
has also been relocated to provide suitable buffer space from
the playground, while still providing safe distance from the park
road.
Fairview Park - Option ‘B’
Plan Option ‘B’ for Fairview Park also addresses issues
regarding vehicular and pedestrian site access. Access is
gained through the adjacent Mayview State Hospital parcel, and
facilities are shown on that parcel to portray extent of available
space suitable for sports fields and support facilities. An
extension of the existing park road is proposed to the southwest
of the existing legion field, connecting with the aforementioned
Mayview State Hospital parcel.
Pedestrian access is also proposed throughout the site, through
the development of a trail system that would closely follow the
pattern of existing mowed trails on the park property. Trails
provide access to proposed facilities in the southern portion of
the park, as well as to existing facilities. Trails will also share
use with sidewalks near parking and developed portions of the
property.
Community Center
The community center facility, as described earlier in this
section, is proposed partly on the Mayview State Hospital
property, near the site of the existing storage buildings.
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Sports Fields
Sports fields in Plan Option ‘B’ again focus on the idea of
multi-use facilities. A soccer/football field is proposed in the
southern corner of the site as in option ‘A’, and two little league
baseball / girls’ softball fields are proposed on the neighboring
Mayview State Hospital property.
Youth soccer fields are again proposed in the outfield area of
the existing legion field, and in this Plan Option, the existing
full-size soccer field is divided into two smaller fields along
with parking.
Picnic Shelters
A large picnic shelter with kitchen and restrooms, along with
a medium shelter (both described in Plan Option ‘A’) are
proposed in Plan Option ‘B’. The large shelter is proposed
in the gently sloping area just to the east of the existing pony
league field and batting cage, and the medium shelter is
proposed near the existing playground, on the western side of
the park road.
Parking
As in Plan Option ‘A’, parking in this option is proposed at
locations adjacent to facilities requiring large amounts of
parking. Parking lots are shared by multiple facilities, and
access paths provide pedestrian connections between lots.
Other Facilities
Development of an additional basketball court and a sand
volleyball court are proposed in the southern portion of the site.
Updates to the existing playground in northern portion of the
site are also proposed, including playground equipment updates
and the addition of a two-bay swing set.
Reforestation
The open, formerly-agricultural field, now populated mostly
with herbaceous plants, poses a challenge to park maintenance
because of its size. One environmentally-sound way to partially
solve this problem without overdevelopment of open space or
excessive (and extensive) planting of shade trees, is through
reforestation. Large areas, as shown on the plan, are planted
with “tubelings” or native hardwood tree saplings planted in
plastic tubes, to prevent deer damage and promote growth.
Herbaceous plants in the reforestation areas can be left to
succeed into forest habitat, and in time the young “tubelings”
will grow and re-vegetate the area with tree cover.
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Boys’ Home Property - Option ‘A’
The focus of the first Alternative Conceptual Master Plan for the
Boys Home property emphasizes the expansion of site access
and providing new recreational facilities, while preserving the
existing agricultural land use. Non-vehicular site access is also
enhanced through the development of hiking / walking trails.
Site Access
This plan proposes upgrading the existing site access along
Battle Ridge Road by re-aligning the access road’s entrance to
increase sight distance. The park access road itself, including
portions of Boys' Home Road and Ridge Road, is also re-paved
and widened to accommodate two-way traffic.
An additional site access is provided along Thoms Run Road
within the existing right-of-way for the high-voltage overhead
electric lines. Earthwork at this site entrance, as well as
cautionary speed limit signage, will increase sight distance and
safety at this proposed entrance. This access road provides
access to a gently-sloping area in the northern part of the
property.
Trail System
A walking trail extends from the southern portion of the
property, near the existing soccer field. This trail follows
the existing unpaved agricultural access path, and provides
handicapped access to a ridge top with a view of the countryside
to the northwest.
In the northern part of the site, walking trails form a loop
around other proposed facilities, providing a boundary between
park development and agricultural fields. All proposed facilities
are located away from the existing high-voltage overhead
electric lines for safety.
Trails are not provided in the central portion of the property to
avoid intrusion into the forested land and scrub/shrub areas of
the site. These areas are vital not only as riparian buffers, but
to park activities such as the annual handicapped whitetail deer
hunt.
Soccer Fields
Updates to the existing Creighton Hogan Soccer Field include
lighting (already planned by the Township, using former
High School field lighting), paved field access walkway, and
additional spectator bleachers. Such updates are needed to
accommodate anticipated use by the South Fayette High School

team.
Several youth soccer fields, (ages U6, U8, and U10) are
proposed in the northern part of the property.
Picnic Areas
In the northern portion of the park, three picnic shelters are
proposed, each with capacity for 48 persons. Handicapped
accessible parking is provided for all shelters, as is access
to horseshoe courts and open lawn areas for spontaneous
recreation.
Two additional shelters, each with capacity for 48 persons is
provided in the southern portion of the property, as is a large
shelter with capacity for approximately 120 persons. The large
shelter includes a kitchen facility and restrooms, for general
park use as well as for large groups renting the shelter facility.
Access to the existing shelter near the existing playground is
also preserved. The existing shelter to the south of Ridge Road
is upgraded with new picnic tables and paint, and paved access
is provided.
Parking
Parking is provided for all proposed facilities on the site,
according to the project standards set forth in this chapter of the
report. Excess parking is also provided, and opportunities for
overflow parking are provided in both the southern and northern
portions of the park.
Archery Range
An archery range is a recreational facility desired on the Boys’
Home property, as indicated during the various stages of the
public input process. In this plan, the archery range is proposed
west of the existing gymnasium site, with a parking lot shared
with the existing shelter to the south of Ridge Road. The range
will include movable targets with a maximum 40-yard shooting
distance. An earthen bank behind the targets prevents stray
arrows from leaving the range area.
Boys’ Home Property - Option ‘B’
The second Alternative Conceptual Master Plan focuses on
a more expansive trail system and development of desired
recreational facilities in different locations. Site access
upgrades and expansion are proposed in the same locations as in
the first Plan Option, and agricultural land use is also preserved.
Trail System
Various levels of difficulty, as well as distance traveled, are
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marked along walking and hiking trails in this option. Two
handicapped-accessible trails are provided from the southern
portion of the site. One follows the existing agricultural access
path as in Plan Option ‘A’, and another along the top of the
existing agricultural fields north of the existing gymnasium
building. From these trails stem more difficult hiking trails,
linking the southern portion of the site with the northern
portion, accessible by vehicle from Thoms Run Road.
The northern portion of the property also includes a loop trail
surrounding the proposed facilities, in a similar manner to that
in Plan Option ‘A’. The trail serves as a boundary between park
facilities and existing agricultural fields.
Soccer Fields
In this Plan Option, three youth soccer fields (two U6 and
one U8 field) are proposed on the existing Creighton Hogan
Soccer Field. The shift of facility use is warranted by the
younger soccer age groups being the largest in the Township.
A proposed High-School sized field is proposed in the northern
portion of the park property. Although excessive grading
is needed, correct field orientation can be attained through
relocation of the existing soccer field facility.
Picnic Areas
Several shelters with 48-person capacity are proposed in this
Plan Option: two in the northern portion of the site, and two
in the southern portion. Existing shelters will receive upgrades
as described in Plan Option ‘A’. A large shelter similar to that
described in the first Plan Option is proposed in the northern
part of the property, with access to a proposed playground and
horseshoe courts. In addition, access to the existing playground
is preserved in the southern portion of the property.
Parking
As in Plan Option ‘A’, parking is provided for all proposed park
facilities, with opportunities for overflow parking.
Archery Range
The archery range in this plan is proposed on the site of the
existing gymnasium. Instead of an outdoor facility, the range is
proposed as a partially-enclosed facility to be used in the winter,
while doubling as a shelter in the summer months.
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Morgan Park - Option ‘A’
The first Alternative Conceptual Master Plan for Morgan Park
focuses on maximizing space for ball fields through proposed
acquisition of property to the west of the existing park, while
renovating existing facilities and providing a safe community
playground, one tennis court, and a basketball court in an
expansion onto the Township property to the east.
Baseball and Softball
A need for a girls’ slow-pitch softball field was indicated during the public participation process, and with the acquisition
of a portion of the adjacent Morgan School property, a field
with 180’ outfield fence in all directions will be possible. The
existing park land at the location of the proposed softball field
is almost entirely open space, after existing equipment was
severely damaged by flooding and subsequently removed. With
the inclusion of foul ball netting atop the right field fence, foul
ball hazards between adjacent fields will be minimized.
It was also a goal of this Master Plan Option to retain all of the
existing ball field facilities in order to maximize use within the
park.
Playground
The community’s need for a high-profile, well-built and wellmaintained community playground is met by the inclusion of a
themed playground area and four-bay swingset. All equipment
in these areas is surrounded by shredded bark mulch safety
surface, and by a 4-foot-high chain link fence enclosure to prevent children from wandering close to the Miller’s Run stream
channel. An evergreen hedge provides a visual buffer from the
adjacent Public Works material storage yard. Accessible concrete walkways and benches are also located in the playground
enclosure.
Basketball / Tennis Courts
Due to excessive flood damage, the fence enclosure and asphalt
surfacing at the former tennis courts were removed. Thus,
space was freed to relocate the park’s basketball court to the
eastern portion of the site. The proposed tennis and basketball
courts are enclosed by a 10-foot-high chain link fence enclosure
for safety and convenience. Access to the proposed basketball
court is gained via the accessible walkways leading through the
playground area, and tennis court access is gained via an existing asphalt path on the opposite side of the enclosure. Vehicular
access for maintenance purposes is found on the southern side
of the courts, adjacent to the parking lot.

Parking
The existing gravel lot behind the South Fayette Township
Public Works Building, Senior Center, and Municipal Building
is of sufficient capacity to hold parking required for all park
facilities during peak use, but parking space could be used more
efficiently if spaces were striped (requiring lot paving), or if
parking were directed during peak use events. A 50-foot safety
buffer is shown between parked cars and the Public Works
building for access and safety.
Morgan Park - Option ‘B’
Rather than baseball facilities, the second Alternative Master
Plan for Morgan Park focuses on providing other facilities
needed in Township Parks. Renovation of existing facilities is
included in this design, similar to Option ‘A’. However, this
design does not require the acquisition of adjacent property.
Picnic Shelters
Shelters are a desired recreational facility identified during
the public participation process. Option ‘B’ proposes a picnic
shelter (capacity 48 persons) in the eastern portion of the plan,
on the current South Fayette Township Department of Public
Works property. Proposed shade trees adjacent to the shelter
will partially separate the picnic shelter and playground area
from the adjacent parking lot. The shelter will provide families
with a gathering place while children are utilizing the playground.
A second shelter is proposed in the western portion of the site,
along with a horseshoe court for casual use. Concrete walkways provide pedestrian access to the shelter and to ball field
‘C’ spectator seating from existing ball field ‘B’ and from proposed parking. Other facilities were omitted from this area in
order to maintain a safety buffer from existing ball field ‘C’.
Playground
A themed playground is included in this plan, in the park expansion area on the current Public Works material storage yard.
However, the swing area is not included. Access to the play
area is gained by an accessible concrete walk.
Basketball / Tennis Courts
The addition of a basketball court, and in place of one of the
existing tennis courts, is included in this plan exactly as it is
described in Option ‘A’.
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Parking
The proposed parking lot in the western portion of the site
provides close parking for the proposed shelter, as well as for
nearby existing ball fields. The proposed lot contains 19 total
spaces (including 2 handicapped-accessible spaces), and is
accessible from the existing park access drive on Grant Street.
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Sturgeon Park - Option ‘A’
Being a small and previously developed park located on a hillside, Sturgeon park held little in the way of potential for change
or new development. However, small additional facilities,
along with improvements to existing facilities within the park,
were planned in order to upgrade Sturgeon Park to match other
Township park facilities in quality.

Another feature of the second concept alternative for Sturgeon
Park is the addition of outfield bleachers and a small green
space adjacent to the park entrance drive. Other proposed facilities are similar to those mentioned in Option ‘A’.

Baseball Field
The existing baseball field at Sturgeon Park is regulation size,
but is in need of several upgrades. New player benches, bleachers, a complete outfield fence, and accessible asphalt path are
proposed in this plan. A vehicular gate in the left field fence
was also proposed to retain maintenance access.
Parking
Paving the remaining parking area and park entrance drive are
also a priority of this Plan Option, because this will allow marking of parking spaces to maximize capacity, and marking and
signage for handicapped-accessible spaces.
Playground
A new playground is also proposed in this Plan Option, including shredded bark mulch safety surface, separate equipment
for ages 2-5, and for ages 5-12, a single-bay swingset, accessible concrete walks, chain link fence enclosure, and benches.
Removal of all existing play equipment is proposed.
Additional Facilities
An accessible picnic shelter with 48-person capacity, small
men’s and women’s accessible restrooms, ball field spectator
seating on the eastern side of the field (adjacent to the parking
lot), shade trees, and park signage matching existing signage at
Morgan and Fairview Parks are also proposed.
Sturgeon Park - Option ‘B’
The second alternative option for Sturgeon Park involved rotating and slightly reducing the size of the existing little league
baseball field. In its current position, the evening sun is a problem for pitchers, who in some cases are coaches. The proposed
rotation of the field to face north, rather than west, alleviates
this problem. Handicapped-accessible asphalt paths provide
access to dugouts for players, and to bleacher areas for spectators.
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EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES
During the Study Committee Meetings held on February 10, 2005 and February 24, 2005, the committee discussed the opportunities,
constraints, and effectiveness of each alternative concept at meeting the recreational needs of the community. Following this discussion, positives and negatives for each concept were established, and direction was given for development of the draft final master
plans.
Fairview Park
The consensus regarding the master plan for Fairview Park was that ideas from both Plan Options were to be combined, with proposed site facilities reconfigured to allow access. A large handicapped-accessible playground was identified as another desired facility to be included in the Final Master Plan. No facilities were to be shown on the adjacent Mayview State Hospital parcel, but the
concept of future site access from that property was to be indicated on the plan.
Concept Plan - Option ‘A’
Positives

Negatives

Concept Plan - Option ‘B’
Positives

Negatives

The proposed sand volleyball court is a desired
facility.

Township not able to
acquire Mayview property.

Picnic shelters fulfill
an obvious recreational
need in the Township.

Township not able to
acquire Mayview property.

Picnic shelters fulfill an
obvious recreational need
in the Township.

Proposed road to the
south of the existing
legion field will not fit.

Reforestation will help
with maintenance (no
need for mowing).

Proposed road to the
south of the existing
legion field will not fit.

Multi-use fields is key to
relieve overuse.

Proposed baseball fields
are not needed.

Multi-use fields is key
to relieve overuse.

Proposed baseball fields
are not needed.
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Boys’ Home Property
The Study Committee slightly favored Plan Option ‘A’, in that it proposes retaining the existing use of the Creighton Hogan Soccer
Field as a single, full-sized field. The northern section of the property was to be reconfigured in terms of choice and placement of
facilities. Passive recreational uses such as picnicking, horseback riding, and pedestrian trails were suggested because they would
not draw large amounts of traffic. The archery range was to be moved and equestrian trails to be added throughout the site, crossing
but not sharing use with pedestrian trails. Revisions and proposed additions of new facilities were to be reflected in the draft master
plan.
Concept Plan - Option ‘A’

Concept Plan - Option ‘B’

Positives

Negatives

Renovation of existing
building into a maintenance
/ park office.

Land to the west of the
existing gymnasium building is no longer owned by
the Township. Landowner
granted permission to
develop facilities supporting equestrian activities.

Renovation of existing
building into a maintenance / park office.

Land to the west of the
existing gymnasium building is no longer owned by
the Township. Landowner
granted permission to
develop facilities supporting equestrian activities.

Compact sections of development within the park,
allowing continued use of
agricultural fields.

The proposed soccer fields
on the northern end of the
property will increase traffic on Thoms Run Road,
making entering / leaving
the park unsafe.

Compact sections of
development within the
park allowing continued
use of agricultural fields.

The proposed soccer field
on the northern end of the
property will increase traffic on Thoms Run Road,
making entering / leaving
the park unsafe.

Proposed realignment of
park road entrance from
Battle Ridge Road will
increase safety.

Archery shelter should be
moved, possibly adjacent to
the existing sanitary sewer
pump station.

Proposed realignment of
park road entrance from
Battle Ridge Road will
increase safety.

Three soccer fields at
the site of the existing
Creighton Hogan Soccer
Field would increase parking requirements immensely.

Trails do not disturb natural
areas.

Positives

Negatives

Indoor / open-air shelter
archery range is a good
idea.
Trails do not disturb natural areas.
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Morgan Park
Concept Plan ‘A’ was favored for Morgan Park because of its focus on a single sport, and creating a high-class facility for that sport
(youth baseball / girls' softball). The Study Committee directed Pashek Associates to further refine this Plan Option to create the
draft master plan.
Concept Plan - Option ‘A’

Concept Plan - Option ‘B’

Positives

Negatives

Positives

Negatives

All-baseball facility is higher in quality - one central
park for a single sport.

The township would have
to acquire land to construct
the proposed girls' softball
field.

Proposed organized parking
would increase capacity.

A restroom is needed in the
western portion of the site.

Restroom shown in western
portion of the site - with
access to adjacent sanitary
sewer.

Playground should be nearer to ball fields, not adjacent to basketball court.

Playground should be nearer
to ball fields, not adjacent to
basketball court.

Proposed organized parking
would increase capacity.

Need a parent observation
area overlooking playground and tee-ball field.

Need a parent observation
area overlooking playground and tee-ball field.

Guiderail needed to prevent
parking at south end of batting cage.

Guiderail needed to prevent
parking at south end of batting cage.

Proposed shelters would be
underused.

Proposed shelters would be
underused.

Sturgeon Park
The Study Committee favored Concept Plan ‘B’ because of the corrected field orientation in combination with a permanent restroom
structure. Pashek Associates was directed to refine this Plan Option in order to create the final draft master plan.
Concept Plan - Option ‘A’
Positives
Proposed playground
updates are well-planned.
Restroom shown in western
portion of the site - with
access to adjacent sanitary
sewer.

Negatives
Field orientation needs
to be changed. Sun is in
pitcher’s eyes during evening games.
Proposed restrooms should
be a permanent structure,
not portable.

Concept Plan - Option ‘B’
Positives

Negatives

Proposed field orientation
is better.

Proposed playground
updates are well-planned.
The proposed uni-sex restroom facility is a desired
facility.
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MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

•

The master plans for the South Fayette Township Parks are
the result of intensive analysis of the park sites, active public
participation, and in-depth discussion regarding the recreational
needs of Township residents. The master plans will provide the
foundation to guide decision-making for the development of the
parks.

•

Good planning helps to reduce future conflicts and safety issues,
and can reduce operation and maintenance costs. Furthermore,
a sound master plan acts as a valuable asset in attracting sources
of grant funding for implementation of park development.
PROPOSED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
The following two basic principles were taken into account
during the design of all proposed park improvements included
in the final master site plans, and should, in-part, govern their
development.
1) Proposed improvements should be designed to provide
universal access so that park visitors of all ages or abilities
are able to use them with ease, and
2) Park improvements should focus on quality, not quantity.
High-quality site improvements will be more durable, easier
to maintain, and more aesthetically pleasing. In addition,
Township residents will recognize efforts of local decisionmakers to enhance these parks for their residents.
Based on the inventory and analysis of the site, public input
received throughout the park master planning process, and
design principles such as those mentioned above, Pashek
Associates recommends the development of the following
recreational opportunities in the Township Parks:
Fairview Park
•

•
•
•

Improved access walkways to the existing picnic
shelter and new equipment for the adjacent play area
(for ages 2-5)
Community Center (including indoor gymnasium,
racquetball courts, meeting rooms, banquet hall)
Walking / Jogging Trail System
Paved Extension of the Park Road, providing access to
all portions of the park property

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Picnic Grove #1: Shelter with 16-person capacity,
separate picnic tables
Picnic Grove #2: Shelter with 48-person capacity, sand
volleyball court, horseshoe courts (2), separate picnic
tables, two-bay swingset
Picnic Grove #3: Shelter with 120-person capacity,
kitchen, and restrooms
Large Play Area focusing on accessible facilities
Play Area for ages 5-12
Basketball Court
Multi-use Field for Soccer / Football
Shared use of existing Legion Baseball field for youth
soccer
U-9 Soccer Field(s)
Sled Riding Hill
Scenic Overlook accessible from trail system
Fruit Tree Orchard
Reforestation for Wildlife Habitat
Parking for all proposed recreational facilities

Given the adjacency of the Park to developable land owned
by Mayview State Hospital, the Township should continue to
monitor the status of the aforementioned property. Acquisition
of this land may prove beneficial to site access and to
development of additional recreational facilities.
Boys’ Home Property
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

Upgrades to the existing Creighton Hogan Soccer
Field, including lighting, access walkways, and
spectator bleachers
Renovation of Existing House into Park Offices,
Maintenance Facility, Storage, Restrooms
Upgrades to existing site access from Battle Ridge
Road
Site access from Thoms Run Road
2.4 Miles of Equestrian Trails
1 Mile of Accessible Walking / Jogging Trail (in two
separate sections)
Scenic Overlook Deck
Open Space for spontaneous recreational pursuits
Archery Range with movable targets
Basketball / Tennis Court (Shared Use)
Picnic Grove #1: Shelter with 48-person capacity,
horseshoe courts (2)
Picnic Grove #2: Shelter with 48-person capacity, sand
volleyball court, access to existing playground
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Picnic Grove #3: Three (3) Shelters each with 48person capacity, horseshoe courts (2), and a playground
for ages 2-12
Restroom Facility
Park Signage
Retained Agricultural Use
Preservation of areas used during annual handicapped
hunting session
Parking for all proposed recreational facilities
Site detention Ponds (2)
Fishing (developed in existing detention area)

With the Boys' Home Property's proximity to the Panhandle
Trail, consideration should also be given to connectivity with
the trail itself and to other Township recreational facilities.
Morgan Park
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rehabilitation of one tee-ball field (Ball Field 'B') and
one coach-pitch baseball field (Ball Field 'C')
Upgrades to existing Little League Baseball Field (Ball
Field 'A')
Girls' Fast-pitch Softball Field
Themed Community Playground
Tennis Court
Basketball Court
Parent Observation Area adjacent to playground and
Ball Field 'D' (tee-ball)
Asphalt access paths
A picnic shelter with a 48-person capacity

Sturgeon Park
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fairview Park
The vast open spaces and mostly gently-sloping topography at
Fairview Park present the Township with its best opportunity
for development of larger active recreational facilities such as
sports fields and associated support facilities. The intent of
the master plan is to maximize potential development, while
preserving a portion of the site for natural succession, as well
as taking advantage of the outstanding views to the north and
east. The park road extensions will wind through an open field,
providing access to the several recreation activity areas within
the park. The Township also holds an access right-of-way
through the Mayview State Hospital, and should consider it for
secondary park access in the future.
Proposed park improvements include facilities for both active
recreational pursuits for groups and individuals, and passive
recreational activities such as picnicking, thus accommodating
park visitors of all ages and abilities.
Accessible Playground
The accessible playground will be a destination not only within
the park, but in the region surrounding South Fayette Township.
The proposed play area will be the largest of its kind in the
surrounding region, providing extensive play opportunities
for children with physical disabilities. It is located near the
top of the existing ridge to the northwest of the Mayview
State Hospital water towers, adjacent to both the large picnic
grove and trail system, and is accessible through the park road
extension. Ten accessible parking spots are provided in the
adjacent parking area.

Re-orientation of, and upgrades to, existing Baseball
Field
Play area for ages 2-12, including swingset
Accessible walkways to baseball field spectator areas
Paving of existing gravel parking and park entrance
road
Park Signage
Uni-sex Restroom Facility

MASTER PLAN DESCRIPTIONS
Having four park sites with different characteristics presents the
Township with valuable opportunities to provide a wide variety
of recreational facilities to its residents. The potential of each
individual site resulted in distinct visions for the design or redesign of each park.
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Individual play structures within the accessible play area should
be separated for use by various age groups, which have different
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psychological and intellectual capabilities. This separation will
minimize conflicts and allow each piece of equipment to be
better tailored to its users’ specific needs. One exception to this
rule is accessible swing sets, which can be shared by various
age groups.
Play equipment manufactured from recycled material (plastics)
or steel should be specified, as it is more durable than timber
equipment and are often the best value available.
Surfacing for the play area is another important consideration.
Although organic surfaces such as shredded bark mulch, pea
gravel, etc., may be more cost-effective (approximately $30
per square yard installed), they do not provide the firm surface
required for wheelchair traffic. Surface material should be
selected according to its ability to comply with the latest
related ASTM requirements and ADA guidelines. Another
consideration is maintenance: although nearly three times the
cost of organic surfaces, rubber tiles or poured-in-place rubber
surfacing require much less maintenance. These surfaces are
not prone to displacement by rain and will not rot in the event
of saturation due to improper drainage.

park, one of the most level areas on the park property. This
field will be approximately 380 feet long and 200 feet wide,
providing ample room to hold either soccer or football games
for any age group. This field will be accessible though the park
road extension, and will share parking with a U-9 soccer field,
the proposed community center, a picnic grove and shelter,
and the existing multi-use field. The field will be equipped
with accessible spectator areas, and restroom facilities will be
available in the proposed community center.
Although taking place on existing facilities, two other multiuse fields are proposed. The outfield of the existing Legion
Baseball Field will provide space for two youth fall soccer
fields: one U-10/U-11 field (210’ x 120’) and one U-6/U-8
field (90’ x 60’). Also, the existing field immediately to the
southeast of the Legion Ball Field will be used for both football
and soccer games or practices. Parking for this facility will be
provided to the southeast, adjacent to the proposed community
center. Lighting is also recommended for one of the mutli-use
fields to be used for games (rather than practices) to extend use
hours.
Sled-Riding Hill

In addition, rubber surfacing is available in a wide array of
colors and patterns, making customization easier. It is thus
recommended that solid rubberized surfacing be used in the
accessible playground use zone.
Walking / Jogging Trail
The walking / jogging trail will take advantage of the open field
and rolling topography on the Fairview Park property. The
trail will also connect various recreational facilities of the site,
providing pedestrian access to most facilities. For maximum
cost savings, the trail should be kept at a width of five feet,
and should be constructed with compacted crushed limestone.
This stone is angular and will be less prone to be moved
by rainwater. Also, using compacted aggregate is roughly
one-third of the cost of concrete walkways. For this reason,
along with the size of the trail system at Fairview Park, it is
recommended that crushed aggregate be used near some parking
areas, in place of concrete sidewalks. Compacted aggregate,
such as limestone, also meets ADA requirements for pavement
surfacing.
Multi-Use Fields
A new multi-use field is proposed in the southern corner of the

The slope northeast of the existing basketball and tennis courts
is proposed to serve as open area for sled riding. The proposed
park road offers vehicular access to the hilltop, at which a
parking area to be shared by trail users and sled-riders is
located.
Basketball Court
Basketball goals, backboards, and supports should be durable to
withstand abuse they will likely receive. Although this heavyduty equipment is expensive, it will save the Township the cost
of replacement in the future. Parking will be shared with the
existing basketball court, as well as with the trail system. To
extend court hours, it is also recommended that the courts be lit
until a specified time in the evenings.
Community Center
Pashek Associates recommends that a feasibility study be
undertaken by the Township to determine the need and
community support for a Community Center. Such a study
will reveal numbers and types of facilities to be considered for
inclusion in the facility, based on recreational need and financial
viability of the facility. The study would aid in attracting grant
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funding for the construction of the Community Center.
The proposed facility shown on the final Master Site Plan is
a building with an area of approximately 15,000 square feet.
Components of the Community Center include an indoor
gymnasium, racquetball courts, a banquet room, small meeting
rooms, and park office space, as well as restroom facilities for
use by park visitors using surrounding facilities. These facilities
were mentioned through public input during the master planning
process. A study of feasibility for these facilities, and for the
entire Community Center, was not included in this master
planning study, but is highly recommended. In the event that a
Community Center is not feasible, a U-9 soccer field should be
planned in its place as an alterate use.

maintenance costs, provide important habitat for wildlife, and
increase biodiversity on the park site. Extensive plantings of
deciduous and evergreen trees near recreational facilities are
also recommended to provide shade for park visitors.
Reforestation of a portion of the site through planting of native
hardwood trees is also recommended as a cost-effective way to
promote naturalization of large areas of unused land. This is
accomplished through the use of tubelings, or small hardwood
saplings and woody shrubs, protected from deer grazing in
their infancy by plastic tubes and netting. These tubelings are
usually planted in a grid sized by the reforestation contractor,
who will guarantee a specified percentage of plant survival
according to soil conditions.

Picnic Groves
Utilities
Three picnic groves are proposed in Fairview Park, adjacent to
both existing facilities and to proposed facilities in the northern
and southern portions of the park. These groves will contain
three sizes of shelters: 12’ x 20’ (16 person capacity), 20’ x 30’
(48-person capacity) and 100’ x 50’ (120-person capacity).

During the course of this study, the Study Committee
emphasized the need to address each facility’s convenience to
park users. Therefore, the final design must diligently account
for necessary utility services for each facility.
Based on discussions throughout the public input process, the
following issues must be given consideration:
•

Athletic Fields - Lighting for at least one proposed
athletic field should be provided to extend use hours
and relieve overuse of other fields. Subsequently,
parking to accommodate night use of that field would
require lighting.

•

Planning for Expansion - In the design for Fairview
Park, future electrical requirements must be
anticipated, and outlets should be provided as required
to meet needs. In this case, most utilities to proposed
facilities would stem from existing utility lines in the
park or from service lines extending to the proposed
community center.

•

Picnic Shelters - Provide hose bib connections in close
proximity to shelters to meet water requirements of
visiting picnic groups. Electric service should also be
provided to each shelter, and in the case of the large
shelter containing a restroom, sanitary sewer service
should also be provided.

•

Drinking Fountains - Provide drinking fountains in
close proximity to athletic fields, courts, and play
areas.

In addition, individual picnic tables will be available for casual
picnicking. Facilities such as a sand volleyball court and
horseshoe courts will be located in the picnic groves, as they
will receive extensive use from picnickers. Parking will be
available in lots adjacent to each picnic grove.
Naturalization
Construction of the proposed park improvements will require
a fair amount of earthwork, and thus site disturbance, to
complete necessary site grading. Only select areas around the
recreation facilities, athletic fields, and picnic groves should
be maintained as mowed lawn. Other areas should be planted
with native herbaceous plant seed mixes or simply left to
natural succession (in undisturbed areas) in order to minimize
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•

•

Holiday Celebrations / Special Event Requirements Perhaps once or more each year, special events may be
held at the park that require additional utility capacity
and service locations. By giving careful thought to
these events, additional demands can be anticipated.
This information should then be factored into the load
requirements so that sufficient service is provided for
all activities occurring in the park.
Stormwater Detention Facilities - Two stormwater
detention basins are proposed to detain runoff and
release it at a pre-development rate. These basins will
be dry except during rain events, and will outlet into
natural drainage swales. Extensive piping, storm sewer
inlets, and chain link fence safety enclosures will be
required.

One example of a special event is a Community Day
celebration. Vendors invited to provide food, sell crafts, provide
amusements, etc. may require electrical service. Facilities
such as deep fryers, electric ovens and grills, and inflatable
amusement rides, require large amounts of electric power. Their
electric needs can be met by strategically locating electrical
service packs along the park road or other proposed set up
location.
In addition, aesthetic impact of utilities must be considered.
Ideally, all utility needs will be accommodated underground,
minimizing visual impact.
Boys’ Home Property
The Boys’ Home Property provides the Township with a unique
opportunity for a park facility focusing on conservation. The
vision for this park is a design which leaves park visitors with
an image of the natural, environmental, and agricultural aspects
of the site, rather than of simply recreational facilities. The
master plan strives to preserve the agricultural character of
the landscape and natural areas of the site while incorporating
recreational facilities into the site with minimal impact.
The final Master Site Plan consists of two separate areas
of recreational development on the site, each with its own
vehicular access. These areas will provide access to the interior
of the site through pedestrian and equestrian trails, while
minimizing disturbance of the existing agricultural fields and
natural areas. This will reduce development and maintenance
costs while promoting environmental health. Only select areas

immediately adjacent to recreation facilities, such as athletic
fields and picnic areas, should be maintained as lawn.
Improvements to Existing Facilities
Proposed improvements to the existing Creighton Hogan Soccer
Field include accessible walkways leading to the existing
storage building and proposed spectator bleachers, as well as
lighting and providing an accessible restroom facility in the
renovated house to the southeast. We also recommend that the
main parking lot proposed to the southeast, be lighted to safely
accommodate park visitors attending night soccer games.
The park office facility will be located in the renovated house,
along with restroom facilities. The building will also house
maintenance operations for the park and provide storage space
if needed.
Another existing facility to be updated is the existing park
road, extending into the site from Battle Ridge Road. The sight
distance for a car leaving the park and looking to the left at
the Battle Ridge Road entrance is inadequate, and thus unsafe
according to PennDOT standards. Relocating the entrance
road approximately 100’ west of its current location would
alleviate this safety problem. The adjacent landowner should
be approached with regards to proposed land acquisition or
property exchange. Sight distance is adequate at the proposed
Thoms Run Road entrance.
Improvements should also be made to the existing stormwater
detention pond. Although too far upstream to be used for
detention of stormwater from proposed facilities, the existing
pond has potential to be upgraded for fishing.
Accessible Walking Trails
Approximately one mile of accessible walking trails
are proposed within the park: one-half mile stemming
from the southern park activity area to a scenic overlook
(accessible earthen structure), and one-half mile encircling
park development in the northern part of the property. We
recommend that these trails be ten feet wide to accommodate
large amounts of pedestrian traffic, and that the trails are
constructed of compacted aggregate. This will provide the
necessary firm, slip-free surface required in all accessible
facilities, according to ADA guidelines.
Rest areas along the trail should also be considered. Pashek

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

95

CHAPTER 3
RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION

Associates recommends that benches be place at 500’ intervals
along the walking trail in order to provide rest areas for trail
users.
We also recommend that the walking trails be cleared of snow
to allow for walking during winter months, or remain open
without snow removal to accommodate cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing interests.
Equestrian Trails
The equestrian trails will connect the two park development
areas, providing access to the central portion of the site while
minimizing disturbance. The length of the equestrian trails is
much longer than that of the walking trail, because horses can
move much more quickly than pedestrians. Equestrian trailhead
parking at the southern park development area is located on
neighboring property currently owned by Mr. Frank Rathstetter,
who expressed interest in allowing Township use of the
property, provided that equestrian facilities be planned.

occasionally for ease of use. Some trail users with mobility
impairments are able to travel on horseback but are not able to
walk a horse around obstructions. Therefore, equestrian trails
should not require riders to dismount to traverse obstacles on
the trail.
Trail surface is another consideration. Uncompacted natural
material, such as river gravel, is recommended for trail
surfacing, and trails should be cleared of logs, stumps, brush,
large rocks, and other obstructions that may injure horses or
riders. The trail itself should be approximately four feet in
width, with a clear zone free of obstructions at least two feet
on either side of the path. This will allow room for side-byside riding, as well as room for passing. Tree canopies should
be maintained at a minimum ten foot height to allow sufficient
space for riders. Any bridges over drainage ways should
account for widths of the path plus the clear zone (eight feet
wide).
The alignment of equestrian trails can vary greatly because
horses can travel at slow speeds, and thus can traverse almost
any turn. However, steep slopes should be limited as the
trails are being used by animals carrying a significant amount
of weight. Maximum grades should be 10% or less, or up
to 20% on short slopes approximately 100’ in length or less.
Switchbacks should be used to traverse slopes greater than 20%.
Parking for equestrian trails is provided at each of the proposed
park development areas. Parking consists of seven spaces for
trucks and trailers at each location, along with a cul-de-sac and
trail signage including trail map and rules. The northern park
development area also includes a large mowed lawn for casual
riding, adjacent to the trail and parking area.
Archery Range

Safety to both humans and animals is of the utmost importance
in the design of equestrian trails. The proposed equestrian
and walking trails may cross, but will NOT share use in any
situation. Also, obstacles should be cleared from the path
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An outdoor archery range is proposed east of the existing
sanitary sewer pump station. This facility will contain movable
target shelters, usable for competitive events or for casual target
practice. These shelters will house targets that range users
supply during their visits. Strict rules must govern use of the
archery range to prevent crossfire or shooting while others are
retrieving arrows. The location of the archery range is remote
from and oriented away from other park facilities for safety
reasons. It is also recommended that the range be surrounded
be a chain link fence with a minimum height of six feet to deter
spectators or children from entering the range unnoticed, and
that an earthen berm be constructed as a backstop stopping
errant arrows.
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Accessible Hunting Session

Basketball / Tennis Shared-Use Court

The preservation of natural areas on the site is most important
for environmental health, but these areas also serve their own
recreational purpose. An accessible hunting session is held
each year on the Boys’ Home Property, and the thickets along
the drainage way in the central portion of the site are vital to
its success. Participants in the hunt are placed in strategic
positions while volunteers move through the brush to direct
deer into the open fields. Thus, we recommend that these
areas be retained so that this community event may continue
successfully.

The proposed Basketball / Tennis Court is located on the site of
the existing gymnasium building. The level ground created for
the gymnasium provides adequate space for the development of
the shared-use court without extensive earthwork. Simple court
regulations will determine use hours for each sport. Both sports
courts will share the same orientation.
Only poles supporting the tennis net will be removable or
collapsible, as the basketball rims and support will not impede
play during a tennis match. Basketball rims, backboards, and
supports should be durable enough to withstand the abuse they
will likely receive, saving the Township money for replacement
equipment in the future.
We recommend the court surface be bituminous with color
coating and line painting to denote court area boundaries or
other geometry. Bituminous Paving with color coating will
cost approximately $35 per square yard and is the best value in
paving for non-vehicular applications such as sports courts.
Chain-link fencing, although expensive, is recommended for
safety. Stray tennis shots or bouncing basketballs may cause
injury to court users or spectators, as well as other park users.
The minimum height for the court fence enclosure is ten feet.

Picnic Groves
Playground
The picnic areas in the southern development area are all
relatively close to the soccer field, so that parking may be
shared during events. Picnic groves include one existing
shelter and two proposed shelters each with 48-person capacity,
horseshoe courts, a sand volleyball court, access to the existing
playground and proposed basketball/tennis court, and walking
trail access. Restroom facilities will be available at the
proposed park office.
The picnic grove in the northern development area is the
main recreational facility. Facilities drawing large amounts of
traffic were omitted from this portion of the site to keep traffic
volume lower, thus increasing safety. The picnic area includes
three shelters each with 48-person capacity, horseshoe courts,
a playground, and restroom facility. Ample open space is also
proposed for spontaneous recreational pursuits near the picnic
grove.

One individual play structure, for use by ages 2-12, will be
provided play area. This will allow maximum use in a small
play area. Play equipment manufactured from recycled material
(plastics) or steel should be specified, as it is more durable than
timber equipment and are often the best value available.
Surfacing for the play area is another important consideration.
In this case, organic surfaces such as shredded bark mulch,
pea gravel, etc., may be used because drainage should not be a
concern. The play area is located near a high point and should
drain easily. The organic surfacing is more cost-effective
(approximately $30 per square yard installed) than rubberized
surfaces (approximately $90 per square yard installed), and
still complies with the latest related ASTM requirements for
playground surface impact attenuation. Organic surfaces can
also be stored in bulk at public storage facilities and replenished
as needed.
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Underground utilities should follow the northern side
park road in this area so as to minimize disturbance to
agricultural fields.

Fishing Pond
The existing detention facility to the south of the existing
playground should be converted into a small fishing pond for
Township Youth. Dredging should be performed as needed, and
stocking may be possible through partnerships with community
organizations and through the use of volunteer labor.
Utilities

•

Stormwater Detention Facilities - Two stormwater
detention basins are proposed to detain runoff and
release it at a pre-development rate. These basins will
be dry except during rain events, and will outlet into
natural drainage swales. Extensive piping, storm sewer
inlets, and chain link fence safety enclosures will be
required.

During the course of this study, the Study Committee
emphasized the need to address each facility’s convenience to
park users. Therefore, the final design must diligently account
for necessary utility services for each facility.
Based on discussions throughout the public input process, the
following issues must be given consideration:
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•

Creighton Hogan Soccer Field - Lighting for the soccer
field is already planned, and will extend use hours and
relieve overuse of other fields. Subsequently, parking
to accommodate night use of that field would also
require lighting.

•

Picnic Shelters - Provide hose bib connections in close
proximity to shelters to meet water requirements of
visiting picnic groups. Electric service should also be
provided to each shelter, and in the case of the large
shelter containing a restroom, sanitary sewer service
should also be provided.

•

Drinking Fountains - Provide drinking fountains
in close proximity to picnic areas, the proposed
basketball/tennis court, the existing soccer field,
proposed trailheads, and play areas.

•

Park Office / Maintenance / Restroom Facility - The
existing house to be renovated into Park Offices,
maintenance facility, and restrooms may already
contain necessary service lines for utilities, but these
facilities may need updated. Water, sanitary sewer
service and electricity are all available from locations
near the southern recreational development area.

•

Northern Restroom Facility - Provide water, sanitary
sewer, and electric service to the restroom facility
in the northern recreational development area.
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Morgan Park
Morgan Park offers a unique opportunity for the Township
to develop a first-class facility primarily for one sport. The
addition of a girls' softball field at Morgan Park will provide
facilities for nearly all levels of youth baseball and softball
in the Township. The park’s central location also logically
supports its use as a venue for large events, and its choice as a
demonstration project displaying improvements possible at all
South Fayette Township Parks.
The final Master Site Plan proposes renovations to the baseball,
basketball, tennis, and play areas. Township employees, in
combination with public flood clean-up charity service workers,
have already removed most of the damaged facilities. Safety
in the park will be increased with redevelopment, and support
facilities will be developed to accommodate all park visitors.
Morgan Park will be the focal point of the park and recreation
improvements in South Fayette Township.
Ball Field ‘A’
The main ball field at Morgan Park is Field ‘A’, used for Little
League baseball. This field received little damage from recent
flooding, and requires fewer upgrades than other fields. The
bleachers at Field ‘A’ will be refinished with aluminum benches
and relocated to their original positions. Pashek Associates
also recommends the relocation of batting circle access to the
ends of existing dugouts away from the concession stand. This
will prevent access to these areas by young children, who could
potentially be injured if not seen by players swinging bats while
on-deck. Access would only then be gained in front of the
dugout, in full view of players and coaches. Installation of an
infield underdrain to assist in field drainage during wet months
is another recommendation.
Ball Field ‘B’
Field ‘B’, an existing tee-ball field approximately 100’ deep
in all fields, was damaged extensively in the flooding of 2004.
The Master Site Plan proposed fence replacement as needed, an
infield underdrain, players benches, a backstop, and accessible
spectator bleachers along southern (right field) side of the field.
Ball Field ‘C’
Field ‘C’ at Morgan Park is a coach-pitch field, approximately
150’ deep in all fields, and will be re-fitted with new fences,

open-air dugout enclosures, infield underdrain, backstop repair,
and paved access paths. Bleachers will be relocated following
their refinishing with aluminum benches.
Ball Field ‘D’
Field ‘D’, an existing tee-ball field approximately 100’ deep
in all fields, was damaged extensively by flooding, and all
equipment should be replaced.
During the public input process, a need for girls' softball
facilities was expressed. However, without the acquisition of a
portion of the adjacent Morgan School property, the Township
does not have space to develop a girls' softball field. Ball Field
'D', a tee-ball field, will be located in the western portion of the
property (rather than its current location), with an understanding
that if a portion of the Morgan School property is acquired,
the tee-ball field could be upgraded into a softball field. The
size of this field will be determined by the actual amount of
space available, according to a property survey, completed in
March 2005, by Lennon Smith Souleret Engineering, Inc. The
probable size of the field will be 170’ or 180' to all fields.
Field 'D' will also have open-air dugout enclosures, paved
access paths, and spectator bleachers. In the event that the field
is upgraded into a softball field, 15-foot-high foul ball netting
atop a 10-foot-high chain link fence on the eastern (right field)
side of the field should be installed. This will prevent foul balls
from entering the field or flying into other ball fields. Lighting
is also recommended to extend the field’s use hours.
Picnic Shelter
Through discussions with the Study Committee, the idea of a
picnic shelter with open play space arose. The shelter would
occupy a portion of the space formerly ball field 'D". The
shelter would provide a place for families to enjoy a picnic
while watching their children at the nearby play area.
Paved walkways will provide access to the shelter, which will
be totally fenced off from Miller's Run. The shelter will seat up
to 48 persons at all aluminum picnic table that are very durable.
Electricity should be provided to the shelter in the form of
lighting and convenience outlet.
The shelter should be of laminated timber construction, which
is aesthetically pleasing yet durable. This option will also be
less expensive than a steel frame shelter, for which electricity
provision may be difficult.
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Community Playground

Tennis Court

Based on the public input recieved, a high-priority facility
desired at Morgan Park was a safe community playground. The
proposed facility includes a themed play structure for ages 212, along with a four-bay swing set. We recommend that all
equipment be manufactured from recycled material (plastics)
with a steel support system. A support system with 5” diameter
support posts will be much more durable than timber structures,
requiring less maintenance. Such equipment may be better able
to withstand flooding.

The proposed tennis court will have a bituminous surface with
colorcoat denoting court boundary. New posts and nets will
be installed, along with players benches, and a 10-foot-high
chain-link fence enclosure that will separate the tennis facility
from the basketball court and playground, preventing stray shots
from leaving the court. A single, accessible entrance / exit will
prevent traffic through other park facilities. Lighting for the
tennis court will be relocated from its existing position.
Basketball Court
The basketball court will be high school size (84’ x 50’), having
a bituminous surface with colorcoat. New rims, backboards,
and supports will be installed, and benches will be relocated
from the former basketball court once wood planks are replaced.
The basketball court will be surrounded by a 10-foot-high
chain-link fence enclosure with a single, accessible entrance
/ exit to prevent traffic through other park facilities. An
evergreen hedge provides a visual barrier between the basketball
court and the Public Works material storage yard to the east.
Lighting for the proposed basketball court will be relocated
from its existing position.

To save the Township money, organic surfacing will be used
around all play equipment, including swings. Shredded bark
mulch safety surface can be stored in the adjacent public
works materials storage yard hundreds of feet away, making
replenishment simple. Mulch surfacing also meets ASTM
requirements for playground surface impact attenuation, and
drainage will be aided by the installation of underdrains.
A 4-foot-high chain link fence enclosure will enclose the play
area and swings, with a single entrance / exit for safety and easy
monitoring of children at play.
The playground is located next to the proposed tennis court.
Tennis is an activity often involving less aggression than
basketball, which is appropriate when children are nearby.
The basketball court was relocated to the east, away from the
tennis court, adjacent to only the tennis court. The proposed
basketball court and tennis court also have a single entrance
directly from the parking lot, avoiding travel through the
playground.
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Utilities
During the master planning, the Study Committee emphasized
the need to address each facility’s convenience to park users.
Therefore, the final design must diligently account for necessary
utility services for each facility.
Based on discussions throughout the public input process, the
following issues must be given consideration:
•

Proposed Softball Field - Lighting for the softball
field is needed in order to extend use hours and relieve
overuse of other fields. Subsequently, parking to
accommodate night use of that field and other fields
would also require lighting.

•

Drinking Fountains - Provide drinking fountains in
close proximity to ball fields areas, the proposed
basketball and tennis courts, and community
playground play areas.
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•

Basketball and Tennis Court - Light standards at the
former tennis court facility should be relocated to
provide lighting for the proposed single tennis court
and basketball court.

•

Existing Baseball Fields - Light standards already exist
at the four existing baseball fields. These standards
were not visibly damaged by flooding, and should
continue to be used to extend field use hours. Provide
any necessary repairs to retain field lighting.
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Sturgeon Park

importantly, each structure can then be tailored to accommodate
the physical abilities of each group.

Although smaller in area than the other Township Parks,
Sturgeon Park plays an important role in Township recreation.
This neighborhood park is one of few Township-owned
recreational facilities in the northwest portion of the Township.
The master plan strives to improve existing facilities while
upgrading the overall quality of the park through development
of new facilities. The existing little league baseball field, along
with other existing facilities, should receive upgrades to parallel
those to be implemented at other Township Parks.

Swing sets are a facility commonly used by all age groups, and
while it may be ideal to provide a swing set for each age group,
it is more feasible to provide a single swing set to be shared
between age groups.

Little League Baseball Field

Organic surfacing will be used around all play equipment,
including swings. Shredded bark mulch safety surface can be
stored in public works storage facilities and easily transported
to the site as needed. Mulch surfacing also meets ASTM
requirements for playground surface impact attenuation, and
drainage will be aided by natural topography of the park site, as
well as the installation of underdrains.

The existing Little League Baseball Field is oriented in an
easterly direction, causing sun-related visibility problems for
pitchers during evening games. Most of the equipment at the
field is also in need of updates. To remedy these problems,
the final Master Site Plan proposes to reorient the field so it
faces a northeasterly direction, taking the evening sun out of
play for both pitchers and batters. Open-air dugout enclosures,
paved access paths, a new backstop, and spectator bleachers
will be installed. The field will require shortening (to 190’ at
the baselines and 215’ in center field) to allow space for access,
without requiring excessive earthwork due to encroachment
into the existing cut slope. This distance can be gained,
however, through the use of higher outfield fences, which are
also necessary because parking is located just past the left field
fence.
Playground

It is recommended that all equipment be manufactured from
recycled material (plastics) with a steel support system. A
support system with 5” diameter support posts will be much
more durable than timber structures, requiring less maintenance.

Restroom Facility
The proposed restroom facility will accommodate users of all
facilities in the park, and will require plumbing and electrical
service for use during evening games. We recommend that
skylights be incorporated into the restroom’s design to take
full advantage of natural lighting during daylight hours.
Prefabricated restroom units are available in an array of sizes
and appearances, and may provide cost savings to the Township.
We recommend that both prefabricated and designed restrooms
be considered to determine optimal value for cost.

The playground will be an important facility in the park, a
destination for children in the surrounding neighborhood, and
a place for younger siblings to play while older children play
baseball at the adjacent field. Activities for children between
the ages of two and twelve will be provided, and all facilities
will be accessible to all park visitors. The play area is easily
accessible from the adjacent parking area, ball field, and
restroom facility.
Facilities will also respond to the abilities of children in the
intended age groups. Pashek Associates recommends separate
play structures be provided for young children (between the
ages of two and five) and older children (between the ages
of five and twelve). Each age group has different physical,
psychological, and intellectual abilities. Separating the age
groups will eliminate conflicts between them, and more
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Parking
The existing parking lot will be updated through bituminous
paving, line striping, and the addition of wheel stops, and
accessible parking markings and signage. Pashek Associates
recommends that the entrance drive also be paved with
bituminous material.
Signage
In order to be considered a recreational facility of equal quality
with other Township Parks, Sturgeon Park will require better
signage, both at the site entrance and on the adjacent streets in
the Village of Sturgeon. Pashek Associates also recommends
the implementation of a park information sign, including park
hours and regulations.
Utilities
The only facility requiring utilities at the park will be the
restroom. Sanitary sewer, water, and electric service will all be
necessary, and the addition of an exterior drinking fountain and
possibly vending machines are recommended.

ESTIMATES OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COSTS
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Estimates of probable construction costs were developed for the
proposed site improvements. These estimates were based on
the assumption that the construction of the facilities will occur
through a public bidding process, utilizing the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania’s 2005 Prevailing Wage Rates. To budget for
inflation of costs for future improvements, we recommend a
four percent (4%) annual increase be budgeted for all work
occurring after 2005.
In Pennsylvania, all projects over $25,000 are required to use
the State’s Prevailing Wage Rates for Construction. However,
volunteer labor, as well as donated equipment and materials,
may dramatically reduce construction costs. In addition,
the Township may choose to construct some of the facilities
utilizing their Public Works Department. We anticipate that this
will also reduce the projected construction costs. Additionally,
alternate sources of funding, including grant opportunities
identified herein, may help to offset the expense to the
Township.

fruit-bearing orchard tree plantings, native grass /
herbaceous plant seeding, lawn seeding, and native
hardwood reforestation using “tubeling” trees.
Subtotal: $ 93,050
•

Utilities: Electric, water, and sanitary sewer service
to the proposed community center and to the proposed
large picnic shelter.
Subtotal: $ 148,650

•

Other Costs: Permits, erosion and sediment control,
stake-out, mobilization, and bonds and insurance.
Subtotal: $ 937,337

•

Professional Services: Design, construction document
preparation, and construction observation.
Subtotal: $ 260,371

Based on these requirements, the estimates of probable
construction costs to implement all of the improvements being
proposed in the Four Township Parks are summarized as
follows:

•

Fairview Park
•

Demolition and Removals: Clearing and grubbing, and
removal of existing play equipment.
Subtotal: $ 87,920

•

Site Work Costs: Earthwork, Bituminous paving, line
striping, concrete walkways, wheel stops, accessible
parking signage, timber guide rail, picnic tables, and
directional and informational signage.

Construction Contingency: To allow unknown field
conditions to be addressed during the course of
construction.
Subtotal: $ 260,371

Total estimate of probable construction costs for Fairview
Park, in 2005 dollars, is $6,665,505. Utilizing in-kind services
provided by the Township’s Public Works Department, a
significant savings may be obtained. Volunteer labor, donations
of materials, and acquisition of grants can further reduce the
direct cost to the Township.

Subtotal: $ 1,457,686
•

•

Outdoor Recreational Facilities: Three playgrounds,
three picnic shelters of various sizes, a raised earthen
overlook platform, a Community Center, a walking
trail with benches, a multi-use field, updates to the
existing multi-use field, a youth soccer field, basketball
court, sand volleyball court, and horseshoe courts.
Subtotal: $3,420,120
Landscaping: Deciduous shade tree plantings,

Boys' Home Property
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preparation, and construction observation.
•

Demolition and Removals: Clearing and Grubbing,
removal of the existing park road and parking lot, and
demolition and removal of the McCrory Gymnasium
building.

Subtotal: $ 116,553
•

Subtotal: $ 104,100
•

Site Work Costs: Earthwork, Bituminous paving, line
striping, concrete walkways, wheel stops, accessible
parking signage, timber guide rail, and directional and
informational signage.
Subtotal: $ 1,234,878

•

Outdoor Recreational Facilities: Picnic Shelters, a
playground, several picnic shelters, a basketball / tennis
shared-use court, sand volleyball court, archery range,
a restroom facility, horseshoe courts, equestrian trails,
crushed aggregate walking trails with benches, an
scenic overlook deck, updates to the existing Creighton
Hogan Soccer Field, renovation of the existing
house into park offices, storage, and restrooms, and
development of a fishing pond from the existing
detention facility.

Construction Contingency: To allow unknown field
conditions to be addressed during the course of
construction.
Subtotal: $ 116,553

Total estimate of probable construction costs for the Boys'
Home Property, in 2005 dollars, is $2,983,747. Utilizing
in-kind services provided by the Township’s Public Works
Department, a significant savings may be obtained. Volunteer
labor, donations of materials, and acquisition of grants can
further reduce the direct cost to the Township.

Subtotal: $ 733,164
•

Landscaping: Deciduous shade tree plantings and lawn
seeding.
Subtotal: $ 57,010

•

Utilities: Electric, water, and sanitary sewer service
to two proposed restrooms, telephone service to the
proposed park offices, and electric services to all picnic
shelters.
Subtotal: $ 201,900

•

Other Costs: Permits, erosion and sediment control,
stake-out, mobilization, and bonds and insurance.
Subtotal: $ 419,589

•

Professional Services: Design, construction document

Morgan Park
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•

Site Work Costs: Restroom Facility with plumbing and
electric service, timber guide rails, and bike racks.
Subtotal: $ 55,125

•

Outdoor Recreational Facilities: A large community
playground, tennis court, basketball court, updates to
four existing ball fields, a parent observation plaza, and
a proposed girls softball field.
Subtotal: $ 335,933

•

Landscaping: Ornamental Flowering tree planting and
lawn seeding.
Subtotal: $ 800

•

Other Costs: Permits, erosion and sediment control,
stake-out, mobilization, and bonds and insurance.
Subtotal: $ 70,533

•

Professional Services: Design, construction document
preparation, and construction observation.
Subtotal: $ 39,186

•

Construction Contingency: To allow unknown field
conditions to be addressed during the course of
construction.
Subtotal: $ 39,186

Total estimate of probable construction costs for Morgan
Park, in 2005 dollars, is $540,763. Utilizing in-kind services
provided by the Township’s Public Works Department, a
significant savings may be obtained. Volunteer labor, donations
of materials, and acquisition of grants can further reduce the
direct cost to the Township.

Sturgeon Park

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

119

CHAPTER 3
RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION

INSERT
MORGAN PARK
COST ESTIMATE

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

121

CHAPTER 3
RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION

•

Subtotal: $ 2,900
•

conditions to be addressed during the course of
construction.

Demolition and Removals: Removal of existing
playground equipment, existing bleachers, portable
restroom, and ball field backstop.

Site Work Costs: A restroom facility with plumbing
and electric service, bituminous paving, concrete
walkways, line striping, accessible parking signage,
wheel stops, timber guide rail, entrance signage, and
informational signage.

Subtotal: $ 27,127
Total estimate of probable construction costs for Sturgeon
Park, in 2005 dollars, is $374,355. Utilizing in-kind services
provided by the Township’s Public Works Department, a
significant savings may be obtained. Volunteer labor, donations
of materials, and acquisition of grants can further reduce the
direct cost to the Township.

Subtotal: $ 122,954
•

Ballfield Updates: Change in field orientation, new
fencing, bases, open-air dugout enclosures, spectator
bleachers, backstop, and concrete access walks.
Subtotal: $60,000

•

Playground: Two age-specific modular play structures,
a single-bay swing set, safety surface, plastic edging,
chain-link fence enclosure, benches, concrete
walkways, protective surface mats, and underdrains.
Subtotal: $ 53,656

•

Landscaping: Deciduous shade tree plantings, shrub
and perennial plant beds, and lawn seeding.
Subtotal: $ 6,812

•

Utilities: Water and sanitary sewer service connections
to the proposed restroom facility, including a sanitary
sewer manhole.
Subtotal: $ 24,950

•

Other Costs: Permits, erosion and sediment control,
stake-out, mobilization, and bonds and insurance.
Subtotal: $ 48,829

•

•

Professional Services: Design, construction document
preparation, and construction observation.
Subtotal: $ 27,127
Construction Contingency: To allow unknown field

PHASING
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Ideally, the Township would construct each park in one phase,
minimizing construction activities, disruptions, and realizing
“economies of scale” construction savings. However, few
communities can afford to proceed in this manner and find it
more appropriate to phase construction over a period of time.
Pashek Associates recommends that the improvements to the
four Township parks be constructed in a series of logical phases.
Depending on the Township’s financial situation and the success
of grant writing efforts, this phasing plan may be expedited or
lengthened.

the adjacent Mayview Hospital parcel, and possibly
acquiring the property for future site access.
•

Retain a consultant to prepare design development
documents for all proposed park improvements,
and prepare construction documents for Phase I
improvements.

•

Retain a consultant to prepare and submit an
NPDES Permit application to the Allegheny County
Conservation District Office.

•

The Township should work with local recreation or
scouting organizations, local vocational schools, and
the South Fayette School District to construct the
walking trail and associated fixtures (benches, gravel
parking, signage, etc.).

•

Institute use of the outfield area of the existing Legion
Field for soccer and/or football use during the fall. No
construction is required for this use change.

•

Bid and construct Phase I improvements as mentioned
previously.

Recognizing the Township’s desire to construct improvements
as quickly and efficiently as possible, we recommend six (6)
phases of construction for Fairview Park, five (5) phases for the
Boys Home Property, two (2) phases for Morgan Park, and four
(4) phases for Sturgeon Park.
Fairview Park
Phase I - $ 832,372
Phase I construction at Fairview Park should concentrate
on development of picnic areas within the park, along with
associated work such as clearing and grubbing, earthwork,
roadways, parking, and utilities including stormwater detention
facilities. The proposed large picnic shelter with restroom and
kitchen should be constructed with utility services and parking.
Additional parking will be added to the parking lot to the south
of the existing pony league field, and a small parking area
will be constructed east of the pony league field, for access to
a future picnic area. Only individual picnic tables should be
provided in this area during this phase.
Based on input received during this study, and the resulting
recommendations of this plan, we recommend the Township
begin the master site plan by following the short-term
implementation strategies outlined below, in addition to Phase I
construction tasks.
•

•

•

Officially adopt this master site plan, by resolution of
the Township Board of Commissioners, as the guide
for the development of improvements in the Township
parks.
Retain a consultant to prepare a certified Feasibility
Study to determine the recreational need and fiscal
requirements of a community center.
Continue discussions with State officials concerning

In addition to these activities, South Fayette Township must
continue its on-going effort to raise the funds necessary for
construction of Phase I and begin preparing implementation
strategies for Phases II and III.
Phase II - $ 675,208
The second phase of construction should focus on completion
of proposed improvements in the northern half of the park
property. Approximately 80% of the proposed walking trail
should be constructed, providing access to the large picnic
shelter, playground areas, overlook platform, and existing
multi-use fields and baseball fields. Other improvements, such
as the overlook platform, accessible playground, two smaller
playgrounds (replacing existing play areas), updates to the
existing multi-use field, the small picnic shelter, picnic tables,
and trail benches, will also be implemented.
Phase III - $ 512,724
Phase III construction should consist only of extending the park
road into the southern portion of the site, providing parking near
the existing multi-use field, and completing necessary clearing
and earthwork for the park road extension.
Phase IV - $ 664,076

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

127

CHAPTER 3
RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION

The fourth phase of construction at Fairview Park should
concentrate on further development of the southern portion of
the park. Clearing and grubbing, earthwork, and paving for
the park road and large parking lots will be completed, and the
multi-use field and youth soccer field will both be installed
with supporting facilities as well. Other improvements in this
phase include the mid-size (48-person capacity) picnic shelter
and adjacent swingset, along with the sand volleyball court and
horseshoe courts.
Phase V - $ 443,640
Phase V construction should include small improvements to
other site facilities already constructed. Completion of site
clearing and grubbing, earthwork, and park road paving will
be completed in this phase. Wheel stops, timber guiderail,
directional and informational signage, landscaping, and
additional benches along the walking trail should also be
completed.
Phase VI - $ 3,537,485
The sixth and final phase of construction at Fairview Park
is optional, pending the outcome of the Community Center
Feasibility Study. The community center itself should be
constructed, along with utilities and concrete access walks.

Boys' Home Property
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Phase I - $ 657,144
Phase I construction at the Boys' Home Property should include
the demolition and removal of the McCrory Gymnasium
building and the existing park road and parking lot, along with
the installation of a new park road, parking area, detention
basin, and associated earthwork in the southern portion of the
site. This will provide immediate access upgrades to Creighton
Hogan Soccer Field and provide easier access for future phases
of park construction.
Based on input received during this study, and the resulting
recommendations of this plan, we recommend that the Township
begin the master site plan by following the applicable shortterm implementation strategies listed previously, in addition to
Phase I construction tasks and the following strategies:
•

Pursue opportunities to connect the Boys' Home
Property to the nearby Panhandle Trail via easements
and / or on-street bike routes.

•

Work with farmers who currently use the property for
crop production to patrol the park and report any outof-the-ordinary happenings in the park, and to organize
fundraising events such as farm markets.

•

Approach Mr. Frank Rathstetter concerning the use
of his property, which is adjacent to the park. Mr.
Rathstetter expressed interest in allowing the Township
to use his property if equestrian facilities were
implemented. The Township should formalize this
agreement in the form of a recreation easement.

Phase III construction should include a portion of the equestrian
trail looping across the drainage way in the central portion
of the site, then returning to the southern portion of the site.
Trailhead parking for trucks with horse trailers should be
constructed, and entrance and directional signage installed,
along with landscaping. The existing building near the soccer
field should also be renovated into a restroom facility and
park offices, complete with sanitary sewer, electric, water, and
telephone service.
Phase IV - $ 634,743
Phase IV construction at the Boys' Home Property should begin
the implementation of the northern activity area of the park.
The northern park entrance road should be constructed, along
with parking for future facilities and a stormwater detention
basin. The equestrian trail system should be completed, and
the walking trail extending from the southern portion of the
site to the overlook deck should be installed. Associated
earthwork, clearing, and landscaping will also be included, as
will directional trail signage and park entrance signage at the
northern entrance.
Phase V - $ 620,531
The fifth and final phase of construction should include the
completion of all clearing and grubbing activities, the northern
aggregate walking trail loop, three picnic shelters, a plumbed
restroom facility with electric, water, and sanitary sewer service,
the playground, concrete access walks, and landscaping.

Phase II - $ 596,312
The second phase of construction should include improvements
to the southern activity area of the property, creating a
functioning park with development of the northern section yet
to come. Improvements should include two picnic shelters,
horseshoe courts, the basketball / tennis shared-use court,
parking, concrete walkways, the archery range, sand volleyball
court, fishing pond, site fixtures (bleachers, trash receptacles,
timber guide rail), conversion of existing detention pond into
a fishing area, landscaping, and utilities for soccer field and
parking lot lighting, as well as electric service to the picnic
shelters.
Phase III - $ 513,416

Morgan Park

SOUTH FAYETTE TOWNSHIP PARKS MASTER SITE PLANS

133

CHAPTER 3
RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION

INSERT
BOYS HOME PROPERTY
PHASED COST ESTIMATE
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Based on input received during this study, and the resulting
recommendations of this plan, we recommend that the Township
begin the master site plan by following the applicable shortterm implementation strategies listed previously, in addition to
Phase I construction tasks.
Phase I - $ 356,142
The first phase of construction at Morgan Park should focus
on installation of the community playground and tennis and
basketball courts, along with re-development of the existing
baseball fields.

The third phase of construction should concentrate only on
installation of the restroom facility and associated utilities,
along with removal of the existing portable restroom.
Phase IV - $ 52,655
The fourth and final phase of construction should include
paving of the park entrance drive and existing gravel parking
lot, as well as parking space line painting, informational
signage, landscaping, and wheel stops for newly paved parking
spots.

Phase II - $ 180,703
Phase II construction at Morgan Park should include
development of the proposed softball field and restroom (with
utilities), as well as site work items such as timber guide rails,
landscaping, and bike racks. The cost of this phase, and thus of
the total park construction, may change dramatically, pending
the terms of the property acquisition required for the softball
field development.
Sturgeon Park
Despite a total construction cost much lower than that of the
other parks, the Township should still consider the option of
phasing construction at Sturgeon Park. Phasing the construction
into small amounts of work will allow the Township to utilize
more in-kind services, and thus save considerable costs. The
Township should begin the master site plan by following
the applicable short-term implementation strategies listed
previously, in addition to Phase I construction tasks
Phase I - $ 86,534
The first phase of construction at Sturgeon Park should
consist of removing existing playground equipment and
development of the proposed play area, as well as implementing
miscellaneous site work items such as timber guide rail, line
striping, accessible parking signs, park entrance signage, and
landscaping.
Phase II - $ 117,659
Phase II construction at Sturgeon Park should include
improvements to the existing baseball field, including change in
field orientation, new dugouts, backstop, field fixtures (bases,
etc.), and concrete access walkways.
Phase III - $ 117,507

FUNDING SOURCES FOR PROPOSED PARK
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INSERT
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IMPROVEMENTS
Facility

Potential Funding Sources

Many agencies provide grants to assist in providing financial
resources to implement design and construction of facilities
similar to those proposed for the four Township Parks. Some
offer grants to implement educational programs in concert
with these facilities. Still others support the planning and
implementation of projects with preservation of wildlife habitat.
Assistance can also be acquired in the form of technical help,
information exchange, and training.

Soccer Fields

U.S. Soccer Foundation,
South Fayette Township
School District, PA DCNR
Community Conservation
Partnership Program

Youth Baseball and/or
Softball Fields

Baseball Tomorrow Fund

Submission of a thorough application may result in award of
monies, given the competition for grant funding. Strategies for
improving the chances of receiving a grant include:

Picnic Shelters

Pennsylvania Conservation
Corps, donated materials,
donated / volunteer labor

Restrooms

Pennsylvania Conservation
Corps, donated materials,
donated / volunteer labor

Equestrian Trail,
Walking Trail

Donated materials, donated /
volunteer labor

Equestrian Trail
Stream Crossings

USDA Wood in Transportation
Grant, donated materials,
donated / volunteer labor

Landscaping

National Tree Trust,
donated / volunteer labor

Wildlife Habitat and
Agricultural Land
Conservation (Boys
Home Property)

DEP Growing Greener Grants,
USDA Conservation Reserve
Program, PA DCNR Land and
Water Conservation Fund, PA
Game Commission

Roadways and
Infrastructure

PA DCED Single Application
Grant

Playgrounds

KaBoom!, PA DCNR
Community Conservation
Partnership Program, PA
DCED Single Application
Grant

o

o

o

Being well-prepared by knowing the funding agency
(contact persons, addresses, phone numbers); ensuring
your organization or municipality and the project
are eligible; and submitting a complete and accurate
application ahead of the specified deadline.
Clearly indicating the funding agency’s vision and
plans in the application, to portray how your project
furthers their goals. Describe how matching funds
such as private contributions and other grants will
leverage the available funding. Describe how
maintenance of the site will be accomplished to help
justify the request for a grant award. Show past
successes within the Township, such as how past
recreation or planning projects were funded and built,
and how this project will follow those successes.
Contacting the funding agencies by personally meeting
with them to show your commitment to the project.

Based on the potential funding sources for this project, Pashek
Associates recommends that South Fayette Township pursue, at
a minimum, the following grant opportunities:
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throughout the country. The use of locally available
wood species not traditionally used for bridge
construction preferred. Applicants should submit a
site plan and construction drawings prepared by a
registered professional engineer. Sketch drawings are
adequate at the time of application if detailed drawings
are not available.

POTENTIAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
The Township should explore all potential funding sources and
apply for funding as often as possible. An application that is
rejected one year may still be accepted in future years.
The following is a list of known potential funding sources
as previously listed, along with descriptions and program
requirements, and contact information:
❁

Baseball Tomorrow Fund: The Baseball Tomorrow
Fund is a joint initiative between Major League
Baseball and the Major League Baseball Players
Association. The mission of the Baseball Tomorrow
Fund is to promote and enhance the growth of baseball
in the United States, Canada, and throughout the world
by funding programs, fields, and equipment purchases
to encourage and maintain youth participation in the
game. Grants from the Baseball Tomorrow Fund are
designed to be sufficiently flexible to enable applicants
to address needs unique to their communities. The
funds may be used to finance a new program, expand
or improve an existing program, undertake a new
collaborative effort, or obtain facilities or equipment
necessary for youth baseball of softball programs.
The Baseball Tomorrow Fund is intended to provide
funding for incremental programming and facilities
for youth baseball and not as a substitute for existing
funding or fundraising activities or to provide routine
or recurring operating costs or funding for construction
or maintenance of buildings. The Baseball Tomorrow
Fund supports equal opportunity in its grant
making. The opportunities that prospective grantee
organizations provide for minorities and women will be
considered in evaluating proposals. Grant proposals are
considered on a quarterly basis.
Contact: Baseball Tomorrow Fund, 245 Park Avenue,
New York, NY 10167
Website: www.baseballtomorrowfund.com

❁

USDA Forest Service Wood in Transportation:
Agency: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Contact: Northeastern Area - State and Private
Forestry (DE, MD, NJ, OH, PA, WV)
Mr. Ed Cesa, USDA Forest Service,
180 Canfield St., Morgantown, WV 26505
Phone: (304) 285-1530, Fax: (304) 285-1564
Website: http://www.fs.fed.us/na/wit/
❁

U.S. Soccer Foundation: The Foundation’s
Grants Program is open to anyone with a soccerspecific program or project that benefits a not-forprofit purpose. A complete list of guidelines for
the Foundation’s Grants Program can be obtained
by reviewing the instructions section of the grant
application.
The United States Soccer Foundation, Inc. is a notfor-profit corporation qualified under Section 501 (c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Earnings from the
permanent endowment fund of the Foundation are the
source for grants made by the Foundation for worthy
soccer projects. The Foundation is now in its ninth
year of awarding governing bodies, having awarded
approximately $17,000,000 in grants during its first
nine years of operation. The Foundation commences
its grant process in the fall and announces the
recipients each spring.
The following, listed in prioritized order, have been
established to fund innovative and creative programs:

Program Goals: To develop structures that showcase
wood in transportation technology and provide
useful design and cost information to potential users
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Use of Funds: Requires minimum of 50% match from
local project sponsor. USDA grant amounts are limited
to $20,000 for pedestrian bridges and $150,000 for
vehicular bridges. Other federal funds cannot be used
as the applicant’s match.

- Ethnic, minority, and economically
disadvantaged players
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- Player and coach development
- Referee development
- Field development
Contact: US Soccer Foundation, 1050 17th Street,
NW, Suite 210,Washington, DC 20036, Attn: Grants
Department

Phone: 1-800-USA-LEARN
Website: www.ed.gov/21stcclc
❁

Website: ussoccerfoundation.org - Grant Applications
may be filed electronically ONLY at the Foundation’s
website
❁

Program Restrictions: Limitations include a minimum
of 100 trees to a maximum of 10,000 trees. All trees
delivered must be planted, and only volunteers may
do the planting. The trees must be planted on public
property.

21st Century Community Learning Centers Program:
Agency: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Program Goals: This program was authorized by
Congress to award grants to rural and inner-city
public schools, or consortia of such schools, to
plan, implement, or expand projects that address
the education, health, social services, cultural, and
recreational needs of the community.

Use of Funds or Support: Monetary grants are
provided to local tree-planting organizations that
support volunteer planting and education efforts
throughout the United States.
Address: Todd Nelson, 1120 G Street, Suite 770,
Washington, DC 20005

Program Restrictions: School Districts must
collaborate with an outside entity, such as another
public agency or non-profit organization
Use of Funds or Support: Applications must address
four of the following program activities: literacy
education programs; senior citizen programs; children’s
day care services; integrated education; health, social
service, recreational or cultural programs; summer
and weekend school programs in conjunction with
recreation programs; nutrition and health programs;
expanded library service hours to serve community
needs; telecommunications and technology education
programs for individuals of all ages; parenting skills
education programs; support and training for child
day care providers; employment counseling, training,
and placement; services for individuals who leave
before graduating from secondary school, regardless
of age of such individual; services for individuals with
disabilities.

National Tree Trust
Program Goals: This program provides tree seedlings
for planting on roadsides, highways, or land under the
jurisdiction of any federal, state, municipal, or
transportation authority.

Phone: 1-800-846-8733
Website: http://www.nationaltreetrust.org
❁

Contact: 21st Century Community Learning Centers,
Attn: CFDA 84.287, U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center,
Regional Office Bldg. #3 36337th & D Streets, SW,
Washington, DC 20202-4725
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Community Conservation Partnerships Programs
Agency: Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR)
Program Goals: To develop and sustain partnerships
with communities, non-profits and other organizations
for recreation and conservation projects and purposes.
The Bureau of Recreation and Conservation is
responsible for fostering, facilitating and nurturing the
great majority of these partnerships through technical
assistance and grant funding from the Community
Conservation Partnerships Programs.
Program Restrictions: See DCNR grant application
manual for the Community Conservation Partnerships
Program, as program restrictions vary by type.
Use of Funds:
1) Planning and Technical Assistance: Comprehensive
Recreation, Park, and Open Space Plans; County
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Natural Area Inventories; Feasibility Studies; Greeways
and Trails Plans; Rails-to-Trails Plans; Master Site
Plans; River Conservation Plans; Education and
Training; Peer-to-Peer Consultation and Circuit Riders
(temporary employment of a full-time Park and
Recreation Practitioner);
2) Acquisition Projects: Park and Recreation Areas;
Greenways, Trails, and Rivers Conservation; Rails-toTrails; Natural and Critical Habitat Areas;
3) Development Projects: Park and Recreation
Areas; Park Rehabilitation and Development; Small
Community Development; Greenways and Trails;
Rails-to- Trails; Rivers Conservation; Federally Funded
Projects; Lands and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Projects; Pennsylvania Recreational Trails

Contact: Allegheny County, Office of Economic
Development, 425 Sixth Avenue, Suite 800, Pittsburgh,
PA 15219
Phone: (412) 350-1000
❁

Program Goals: Focus is to support “greening”
partnerships linking grassroots organizations, local
community groups, and natural resource experts in
support of community resource and natural resource
management.

Contact: Kathy Frankel, PA DCNR, Southwest Field
Office, 1405 State Office Building, 300 Liberty
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Use of Funds or Support: Encourages partnerships
with and between diverse organizations and groups.
Supports local improvement projects, tree planting
projects in parks, greenbelts, schools, and community
public spaces.

Phone: (412) 565-7803
Website: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us
❁

Program Restrictions: Low and moderate income
persons (generally defined as members of a family
earning no more than 80% of the area’s median
income) benefit most directly and most often from
CDBG funds for activities that principally benefit low
and moderate income persons.
Use of Funds or Support: Building public facilities and
improvements, such as streets, sidewalks, sewers, water
systems, community and senior citizen centers, and
recreational facilities. There are other possible uses of
funds that do not relate to parks and recreation.
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Contact: Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences,
Cooperative Extension in Allegheny County, 400
North Lexington Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15208-2521

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)
Agency: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development
Program Goals: To provide a flexible source of annual
grant funds for local governments nationwide: funds
that they, with the participation of local citizens,
can devote to the activities that best serve their own
particular development priorities, provided that these
projects either 1) benefit low and moderate income
persons; 2) prevent or eliminate slums or blight; or 3)
meet other urgent community development needs.

Community Improvement Grants
Agency: Pennsylvania Urban and Community Forestry
Department

Phone: (412) 473-2540
Fax: (412) 473-2768
Email: AlleghenyExt@psu.edu
Website: http://allegheny.extension.psu.edu
❁

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Agency: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Program Goals: Designed to reduce erosion on
sensitive lands, CRP also improves soil and water, and
provides significant wildlife habitat.
Program Restrictions: Applications are for 10 and 15
year contracts.
Use of Funds or Support: The CRP offers annual rental
payments, incentive payments for certain activities, and
cost-share assistance to establish approved groundcover
on eligible cropland.
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Contact Info.: RR#12, Box 202 C, Greensburg, PA
15601-9271

through in-kind services or cash. All projects funded
by the LWCF grants must be exclusively for recreation
purposes, into perpetuity. Grants are administered
through the DCNR Community Conservation
Partnerships Program (C2P2).

Phone: (724) 834-9063 ext. 3 Fax: (724) 837-4127
Website: www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
❁

Use of Funds or Support: Planning and investment in
an existing park system.

Kodak American Greenways Awards Program
Agency: The Conservation Fund and Eastman Kodak
Company

Contact Info.: U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service, Recreation Programs Room,
MIB-MS 3622, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC
20240

Program Goals: Provide seed money to stimulate
greenway planning and design. Supports pioneering
work in linking the nation’s natural areas, historic sites,
parks, and open space.
Program Restrictions: Grant recipients are selected
according to criteria that include: importance of
the project to local greenway development efforts;
demonstrated community support for the project;
extent to which the grant will result in matching
funds or other support from public or private
sources; likelihood of tangible results; capacity of the
organization to complete the project.

Phone: (202) 565-1200
Website: http://www.ncrc.nps.gov/lwcf/
❁

Use of Funds or Support: Leveraged spending power
with well-established companies in the play equipment
industry. Also, corporate and foundation support that
can include volunteers and technical resources.

Use of Funds or Support: Planning, Implementation

❁

KaBOOM! (National Non-profit)
Program Goals: To bring together people, community
organizations, and businesses, to develop safe, healthy,
and much-needed playgrounds.

Contact: Leigh Anne McDonald, American Greenways
Coordinator, The Conservation Fund, 1800 North Kent
Street, Suite 1120, Arlington, VA 22209

Contact Info.: 2213 M Street NW, Suite 300,
Washington, DC 20037

Phone: (703) 525-6300

Phone: (202) 659-0215

Email: lmcdonald@conservationfund.org

Website: http://www.kaboom.org

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grants
Agency: LWCF

❁

Program Goals: To provide park and recreation
opportunities to residents throughout the United States,
to allow communities to acquire and build a variety of
park and recreation facilities, including trails. Funds
are annually distributed by the National Park Service
through the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR).
Program Restrictions: Communities must match
LWCF grants with 50% of the local project costs
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National Recreational Trails Fund Act (NRTFA)
Agency: PA Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) - administered through
the Community Conservation Partnerships Program
(C2P2).
Program Goals: The recreational trails program
provides funds to develop and maintain recreational
trails for motorized and non-motorized recreational
trail use. The program funding represents a portion
of the revenue received by the Federal Highway Trust
Fund, from the federal motor fuel excise tax, paid by
users of off-road recreational vehicles.
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Program Restrictions: A component of TEA21,
matching requirements for the Pennsylvania
Recreational Trails Program Grants are 80% federal
money, up to a maximum of $150,000, and 20% nonfederal money. However, acquisition projects will
require a 50/50 match. “Soft match” is permitted from
any project sponsor, whether private or public money.
(“Soft match” includes credit for donations of funds,
materials, services, or new right-of-way).

Use of Funds or Support: Funds may be used for
materials, and contracted services needed to complete
approved projects.

Use of Funds or Support: The department must
distribute funding among motorized, non-motorized,
and diverse trail use as follows: 40% minimum for
diverse trail use, 30% minimum for non-motorized
recreation, and 30% minimum for motorized
recreation. The Commonwealth may also use up
to 5% of its funds for the operation of educational
programs, to promote safety and environmental
protection related to the use of recreational tails. The
department will also consider projects that provide for
the redesign, reconstruction, non-routine maintenance,
or relocation of recreational trails to benefit the natural
environment.

Website: http://www.dli.state.pa.us

Contact: Kathy Frankel, PA DCNR, Southwest
Regional Field Office, 1405 State Office Building, 300
Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Phone: (412) 565-7803
Website: http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us
❁

Pennsylvania Conservation Corps
Agency: Pennsylvania Department of Labor and
Industry
Program Goals: This program provides work
experience, job training, and educational opportunities
to young adults while accomplishing conservation,
recreation, historic preservation, and urban
revitalization work on public lands.
Program Restrictions: The project sponsors receive the
services of a Pennsylvania Conservation Corps crew,
fully paid, for one year. Sponsors can also receive
up to $20,000 for needed materials and contracted
services. Sponsors must provide a 25% cash match on
material and contracted service costs.
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Contact: Lou Scott, Director, 1304 Labor and Industry
Building, 7th and Forester Streets, Harrisburg, PA
17120
Phone: (717) 783-6385

❁

Surface Transportation Program (STP) Funds
Agency: Department of Transportation (PennDOT),
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Program Goals: These funds can be used for
bicycle and pedestrian facility construction or nonconstruction projects such as brochures, public service
announcements, and route maps. The projects related
to bicycle and pedestrian transportation must be a part
of the long-range transportation plan. These funds are
controlled by the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) in the Transportation Improvement Program.
Program Restrictions: Expands STP eligibilities
to specifically include the following [1108(a)]:
sodium acetate / formate, or other environmentallyacceptable, minimally corrosive anti-icing and deicing compositions; programs to reduce extreme
cold starts; environmental restoration and pollution
abatement projects; including retrofit or construction
of stormwater treatment facilities (limited to 20% of
total cost of 3R-type transportation projects); natural
habitat mitigation, but specifies that if wetland or
natural habitat mitigation is within the service area of
a mitigation bank, preference will be given to use the
bank; privately owned vehicles and facilities that are
used to provide inter-city passenger service by bus;
modifications of existing public sidewalks (regardless
of whether the sidewalk is on a Federal-aid highway
right-of-way), to comply with the requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act; infrastructure based
intelligent transportation system capital improvements.
Use of Funds or Support: Transportation, planning,
railroad crossing improvements.
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Contact: Malek Francis, Bicycle and Pedestrian
Coordinator, PennDOT District 11-0,
45 Thoms Run Road, Bridgeville, PA 15017.

community. These funds do not require a fundraiser to
be held, instead the funds can be awarded directly to a
deserving organization.

Phone: (412) 429-5000

Program Restrictions: Organizations that may qualify
to receive funding through the Matching Grant
Program are 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations or
organizations that are exempt from needing 501(c)(3)
status, such as public schools, faith-based institutions
such as churches (must be conducting a project that
benefits the community at large), and government
agencies.

Website: www.dot.state.pa.us
❁

Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century
(TEA21)
Agency: TEA21 / ISTEA
Program Goals: The primary source of federal funding
for greenways and trails is through the Transportation
Equity Act of 1998 (TEA21), formerly the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA).
ISTEA provided millions of dollars in funding for
bicycle and pedestrian transportation projects across
the country and will provide millions more as TEA21.
There are many sections of TEA21 that support the
development of bicycle and pedestrian corridors.
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
(PennDOT) can utilize funding from any of these
subsets of TEA21 and should be contacted for further
details.

Use of Funds or Support: Community Improvement
Projects.
Contact: Community Involvement Coordinator at your
local Wal-Mart or Sam’s Club store.
Website: www.walmartfoundation.org/wmstore/
goodworks
❁

Use of Funds or Support: Safety and Transportation
Enhancements
Contact: Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission

❁

Lowe's Charitable and Educational Foundation
Program Goals: Education. Community improvement
projects such as projects at parks and other public
areas, housing for underprivileged and innovative
environmental issues.

Phone: (412) 391-5590

Program Restrictions: Organizations that may qualify
to receive funding through the Matching Grant
Program are 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations.

Website: (Federal Highway Administration)
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tea21/

Contact: The Foundation only accepts grant
applications submitted online through the website.

Wal-Mart - Good Works
Agency: Wal-Mart Foundation

Website: http://www.easy2.com/cm/lowe/foundation/
intro.asp

Program Goals: Allows local non-profit organizations
to hold fundraisers at their local Wal-Mart or Sam’s
Club. Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club can elect to match a
portion of the funds collected, up to $1,000. Events
held on the premises are eligible for funding when a
Wal-Mart or Sam’s Club Associate is actively involved
in the event. Additionally, once the Wal-Mart or
Sam’s Club Associate has met certain criteria in the
Matching Grant Program each year, a second source
of funding is awarded to the store / club to use in the
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DESIGN GUIDELINES
This study recognizes that each of the four Township parks will
be developed in a series of logical phases, and a portion of the
improvements will be constructed by volunteer labor or civic
organizations. Therefore, Pashek Associates recommends that
the Township adopt design guidelines for the park, ensuring a
consistent appearance and the development of quality facilities.
This section provides specific recommendations as to the style
and appearance of specific components to reach the Vision
established for the Farmington Township Community Park.
These components include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

signage
landscaping
picnic shelters
benches, picnic tables, and trash / recycling containers
roadways and parking areas
trail construction
park, athletic field and court lighting
stormwater management
athletic field design and construction

In addition to the description provided herein, the Appendices
contain typical details, descriptions, and articles which provide
valuable information on each of the aspects addressed in this
section.

Entrance signage should be mounted either on timber posts, or
on a low stone base for durability and a feel of permanence.
Traffic control signs must conform to the applicable PennDOT
requirements and the American Association of Highway and
Transportation Officials “Manual of Uniform Traffic Control
Devices”. It must be noted that an acceptable mounting practice
is to mount the sign on 6” x 6” wolmanized timbers which have
been drilled, per PennDOT specifications, so they are truly
break-away in nature.
It is recommended that any directional signage within the parks,
be of post-and-panel construction and compliment the entrance
and traffic control signage.

Signage
This study recommends that park entrance signage be designed
to reflect some of the rural character of South Fayette Township.
Materials for the sign should be natural in tone, and the sign
should blend with the surrounding environment. Low-profile,
sandblasted signs such as that along Millers Run Road at
Morgan Park are recommended. Historically, redwood has been
the wood of choice for sandblasted signage. However, recent
increases in lumber costs have made redwood less affordable,
and usually lower in quality. Therefore, it is recommended
that the Township consider the use of sign foam, a man-made
product suitable for sandblasting. The cost of sign foam is
significantly less than redwood. An appropriate hardness
must be specified to ensure long-term durability and prevent
vandalism.
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Any trails in the Township parks should be well-marked. It
is recommended that a timber bollard or other permanent
marker be placed every fourth of a mile not only to assist in
directing visitors along trails, but also to enable trail users to
calculate their distance traversed along the trail. In addition to
distance markers, we recommend that trail information signage
be erected for each trail, following recommendations of the
“Universal Trail Assessment Process”. These signs will provide
visitors with the basic information needed to determine whether
a particular trail is appropriate for their use.
Landscaping
To maintain the rural character and to reduce maintenance costs,
this study recommends that the Township maintain the majority
of the parks in tall field grasses, mowed once annually. The
remaining areas shall be maintained in turf, appropriate for the
use of the given area. Road shoulders, parking lot perimeters,
and areas immediately adjacent to the picnic shelters should
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be maintained in a mowed ryegrass / fescue mix, which can
withstand heavy foot traffic and is generally drought tolerant.
Athletic fields may require different mixes of specific grasses,
including ryegrasses and fescues, designed for fast coverage and
increased durability.
An adequate amount of shade within a park cannot be
emphasized enough. This study recommends that deciduous
shade trees native to Western Pennsylvania be planted
throughout the park. In addition, plants should be selected
based on their values to wildlife. “Management Practices for
Enhancing Wildlife”, published by the Penn State Agricultural
Extension, recommends the following plants for wildlife:
Plant Type

Evergreens
and Conifers

Nut trees
(deciduous)

Cool-season
grasses and
legumes

Examples

Wildlife Benefits

white pine,
eastern hemlock,
rhododendron

Thermal cover for
ruffed grouse, nest
sites for mourning
dove, food for red
squirrel

oak, hickory, beech

Food for wood duck,
ruffed grouse, wild
turkey, blue jay,
black bear, eastern
chipmunk, squirrels,
white-tailed deer

kentucky
bluegrass, orchard
grass, red clover,
white dutch clover,
birdsfoot trefoil

Warmseason
grasses

insects for poults of
ruffed grouse and
wild turkey; food for
meadow vole, eastern cottontail rabbit,
white-tailed deer,
nesting sites for field
and song sparrows,
meadow vole; hunting sites for hawks,
owls, foxes, and
snakes

switchgrass, big
bluestem, little
bluestem,
indiangrass, side
oats grama

Nesting cover for
upland game birds,
waterfowl, and
ground-nesting songbirds; foraging cover
for upland game
birds, waterfowl,
songbirds, eastern
cottontail rabbit; food
for songbirds; winter cover for game
birds, waterfowl, and
eastern
cottontail

Unless the Township is willing to dedicate a seasonal staff to
maintain the parks on a regular basis, we recommend that the
Township limit the planting of shrubs, annuals, and perennials
to key areas where there is a desire to place emphasis, such as
the entrance to each park. Additionally, it is recommended that
the Township explore the possibility of obtaining commitments
from local garden clubs, high school service groups, and others
who may be willing to volunteer time and effort to maintain
these spaces.
Picnic Shelters
Pashek Associates recommends timber shelters as the standard
for picnic shelters within all the Township parks. Laminated
timber shelters are an economical choice, and because they are
delivered in a pre-fabricated engineered package, the shelter
can be erected quickly. The roof consists of laminated arched
beams with a tongue-and-groove deck. This minimizes the
opportunity for birds to roost on the beams, and eliminates
the attractive nuisance often presented to children by exposed
joint members. The floor should be four-inch thick concrete
with interior steel reinforcing bars, and should extend two feet
beyond the roof dripline in every direction to reduce erosion
and puddling. The floor surface should also be crowned to
provide positive drainage toward the edges of the shelter. The
Township should ensure that all shelters have the ability to
accommodate future electrical service, if it is not installed upon
shelter construction. Each picnic shelter must be accessible
from a stable, firm, and slip-resistant walkway.
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All shelters should have electrical outlets, lighting, and water
service. We recommend against providing free-standing
charcoal grills at each shelter. These grills will present
problems in terms of maintenance. By providing electricity
to the shelters, food warmers and other appliances, along with
space for portable gas grills, the need for the free-standing
charcoal grills is eliminated.
Benches, Picnic Tables, and Trash Recycling Containers
The Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board’s Regulatory Negotiation Committee on Accessibility
Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas (Final Report) published in September of 1999, requires at least 50%, or at
least one of the benches and fixed picnic tables be accessible.
And that at least 40%, but never less than two of the fixed
picnic tables be located adjacent to an accessible walkway.
With regards to benches, the Final Report requires 50% of the
accessible benches to have arm rests and all accessible benches
must have back support extending the length of the bench. All
trash receptacles / recycling containers must be accessible and
comply with ADAAG 4.27.

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements.
Therefore, it is recommended that park access roads and parking
lots be paved with asphalt.
To control access, it is recommended that the entrances to the
Township parks include gates that can be closed to limit access
to the site during specified times or seasons. Gates should be
constructed of rough-sawn timbers to complement the rural
character of the Township.
In addition, this study recommends that guide rails proposed in
the parks be constructed of rough-sawn timbers, per a PennDOT
or Federally-approved detail. Guide rails will limit illegal
parking and encroachment of vehicles into each park’s open
spaces.
Walkway and Trail Construction
The Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board’s Regulatory Negotiation Committee on Accessibility
Guidelines for Outdoor Developed Areas (Final Report) published in September of 1999, requires an accessible walkway
to meet the following requirements:
•
•
•
•
•

For benches, picnic tables, and trash / recycling containers, this
study recommends that the Township select a simple, durable
style. In addition, it is recommended that the Township specify
products that are constructed of recyclable lumber. It is also
recommended that trash / recycling containers be equipped
with dome lids to limit water accumulation and to discourage
animals from entering the containers.
Roadways and Parking Areas
Pashek Associates recommends that as parking lots are
developed, stable and firm surfaces are provided to meet
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surface:
clear tread width:
tread obstacles:
cross slope:
running slope:

stable and firm
36" minimum
two inches high, maximum
five percent (5%) maximum
1) any distance - (5% or
less)
2) 200 feet maximum - 8.
33% with resting
intervals not more than
two hundred feet apart
3) 30 feet maximum - up to
10% with resting
intervals not more than
thirty feet apart

This study recommends two types of walkway and trail
construction within the South Fayette Township parks. The first
type is a typical sidewalk, and should be constructed of concrete
and located in areas of concentrated pedestrian traffic, such as
the space between adjacent recreational facilities and alongside
parking areas. The second type of trail is the hiking /walking
trail. We recommend that the trail be graded to a slope of 5%
or less in as many areas as possible, and that it be constructed of
compacted limestone. Areas with slopes greater than 5% may
require asphalt paving in order to prevent erosion of the trail.
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The compacted limestone trail should be constructed in all areas in which an accessible trail is feasible. The compacted limestone
trail has been proven to meet the ADA requirements for a stable and firm surface, if properly constructed. A minimum 5' trail width
is also recommended, providing room for two adults to walk abreast or two wheelchairs to ride abreast while on the trail surface.
These trails should be used strictly be pedestrians. A multi-use trail for use by bicycles and pedestrians would require greater trail
width, which is not recommended due to the extreme length of the proposed trails.
Park, Athletic Field, and Court Lighting
During the course of this study, many individuals, as well as the Study Committee, expressed a desire to extend the hours of park
availability by lighting the athletic fields and courts, which in turn would require lighting of support facilities and parking areas.
Field and court areas should be lit in accordance with the recommendations of the Illuminating Engineering Society of North
America. The following chart summarizes footcandle lighting requirements for the various facilities proposed in the Township parks:
Facility

Class
Class I

Class II
Baseball and
Football
Class III

Class IV

Comments

Lux

Footcandles

Notes

Competition play before a large
group (5,000 to 10,000 spectators)

1500

150

Infield

1000

100

Outfield

Competition play for facilities with
up to 5,000 spectators

1000

100

Infield

700

70

Outfield

Competition play with minor spectator facilities

500

50

Infield

300

30

Outfield

Competition or recreational play
with no spectator facilities

300

30

Infield

200

20

Outfield

Class III

Competition play for facilities with
up to 5,000 spectators

300

30

Class IV

Competition or recreational play
with no spectator facilities

200

20

Class I

Competition play before a large
group (5,000 to 10,000 spectators)

750

75

Class II

Competition play for facilities with
up to 5,000 spectators

500

50

Class III

Competition play with minor spectator facilities

300

30

Class IV

Competition or recreational play
with no spectator facilities

200

20

Basketball

Soccer
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Erosion and Sedimentation Control and Stormwater
Management
The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP), through the Pennsylvania Code, Title 25, Chapter
93 - “Water Quality” and Chapter 102 - “Erosion and
Sedimentation Control”, and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s Phase II NPDES requirements, require any land
development to limit increases in post construction run-off to
pre-construction rates, implement best management practices
(BMP’s) to temporarily control erosion and sedimentation
during construction, and to permanently control erosion and
sedimentation during the life of the development activity.
Not only does Pashek Associates recommend that the final
designs of the parks meet DEP’s requirements and any local
ordinance regulations, but also that the Township parks strive
to accomplish the goals for erosion and sedimentation control
in an environmentally-sensitive manner. This means limiting,
where possible, the collection and piping of stormwater in and
underground network of inlets, manholes, and pipes. Instead,
environmentally friendly infiltration methods should be utilized.
These methods include bioretention and infiltration areas, flow
diversion, infiltration drainage fields, infiltration trenches,
stormwater wetlands, and when inlets are necessary, utilize
water quality inlets.
Stormwater runoff is dramatically accelerated when non-porous
surfaces are constructed as part of land development. It also
increases as the land and vegetative cover of natural areas
are changed. An increase in slopes to create flat building
pads accelerates run-off, as does the conversion of forested
land to mowed lawn. Therefore, particular attention to these
issues during the design and construction phase, as well as the
maintenance and operations of the park can play a vital role in
reducing this acceleration.

This will ensure that the fields are properly designed and
constructed. Past experience teaches us that the minimum
recommended slope of athletic fields is 1%. However, such
subtle grades are often difficult to construct, and it is therefore
recommended that the fields be designed to provide a minimum
slope of 1.5% or possibly 2%. We also recommend that the
contractor retained to construct the fields have the ability to
laser-guide their grading equipment. This will ensure accuracy
in the final slopes and grades of the fields. Current laser
grading technology has a tolerance of 1/4” in 200 feet.
Experience has also shown that it is difficult to establish weedfree turf from seed. Therefore, it is recommended that the
contractor be required to apply a selective herbicide at the time
of seeding to reduce the germination of weed seeds. Products
of this nature, such as Tupersan, are expensive. However,
expense is outweighed by the time, effort, and frustration that
can occur trying to eliminate weeds from turf fields.
In addition to the design and construction aspects of the fields,
the Township must budget appropriately to maintain the fields,
once established. Fields that are left to “fend for themselves”
without annual fertilization programs can deteriorate rapidly.
MANAGEMENT, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE
Management
The success of the Township parks will hinge on the Township’s
ability to successfully manage, operate, and maintain the park.
A detailed management plan should be developed while the first
phase of the park is being constructed. This management plan
should include the following components (if applicable):
o
o

Athletic Field Design and Construction
The final design and construction of all proposed athletic fields
will play an important role in their success. Fields can be
rough-graded, with the final field construction being completed
by volunteers from the various athletic organizations. However,
we recommend that the final grades of the fields be designed by
a Landscape Architect with extensive experience in the design
of athletic fields, and that the construction of the fields’ final
grades be completed by a qualified contractor.
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o

o

Rules and Regulations: Governing use of each park
and it’s facilities.
Habitat Management Plan: To address proper
forest management practices, habitat restoration and
monitoring, wetland and water quality monitoring, and
annual habitat impact evaluation.
Risk Management: Establish routine inspections of
facilities to identify and address potential hazards that
may be present within the parks.
Maintenance Plan: Develop a plan outlining
procedures necessary to effectively and efficiently
maintain all park facilities. The maintenance plan
should include sending maintenance personnel to
proper training and educational seminars that address
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the various sills required to maintain park and athletic
field facilities.
The Township should coordinate the preparation of these
plans with local representatives of appropriate state and other
agencies that are able to provide technical assistance in these
areas, including:
o

USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

o

Penn State Agricultural Extension Office

o

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP)

park and recreation facilities. The following analysis utilizes
this approach to determine the annual cost of maintaining the
Township parks.
o

Turf Care: Grass cut once every five working days.
Aerate as required but not less than two times per year.
Reseed or provide sod when bare spots are present.
Implement weed control practices when weeds are a
visual problem, or if weeds comprise 5% of total turf.
Some pre-emergent weed-control products may be
used.

o

Fertilizer: Provide an adequate fertilizer level to
ensure that all plant material are healthy and growing
vigorously. Amounts depend on species, length of
growing season, soil, and rainfall. Rates should
correspond to results of annual soil tests. Distribution
should ensure even supply of nutrients for the entire
year. Trees, shrubs, and flowers should receive
specific amounts of fertilizers to ensure optimum
growth.

o

Litter Control: Litter should be removed a minimum
of once a day, five days per week. Off-site
transportation of trash is dependent on size and use
of containers. High use may dictate more frequent
emptying and cleaning of trash containers.

o

Pruning: Usually done at least once per season unless
species planted dictate more frequent attention.

o

Disease Control: Usually done when disease or insects
are inflicting noticeable damage, reducing vigor of
plant materials or could be considered a bother to the
public. Some preventive measures may be used, such
as systemic chemical treatments. Cultural prevention
of disease problems can prevent time spent.

o

Snow Removal: Snow should be removed by noon the
day following snowfall. Gravel, sand, or rock salt may
be used to reduce ice accumulation.

o

Lighting: Replacement or repair of light bulbs or light
fixtures should be performed as soon as possible after
fixtures are observed or reported as inoperable.
Surfaces: Surfaces should be cleaned, repaired,
repainted, or replaced when appearance has noticeably
deteriorated.

Operations
Establishing expectations for facility users can assist in
providing smooth operating procedures. A written agreement
should be developed and executed between the Township
and all non-profit and other entities desiring to use the park.
The purpose of the agreement is to establish the Township’s
expectations of the organizations, as well as what the
organizations can expect to receive from the Township.
Members of athletic organizations volunteer many hours of
physical labor to improve the facilities they use. Over time
the effort contributed towards improving the facilities give the
organizations a sense of ownership in the facility.
With an executed agreement in place, disputes can often be
resolved quickly. A sample agreement for athletic field use can
be found in the appendices.
Maintenance
Planning for maintenance and operations is an important
consideration in the development of new park facilities.
Consideration must be given to on-going staffing and
maintenance costs, as well as major equipment needs. The
following projection estimates maintenance costs based on the
implementation of this study’s recommendations for each site
over a five-year period.

In 1986, the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)
developed a standard for classifying maintenance programs to
allow for the forecasting of maintenance expenses related to

o
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o

Repairs: Repairs should be done whenever safety, function, or bad appearance are in question.

o

Inspection: Inspection should be performed daily by a regularly-scheduled staff member.

o

Floral Plantings: Floral plantings at park entrances, building entrances, and other areas of significance should normally be
no more complex than two blooms per year. Plant care should be performed once per week, with the exception of watering,
which may be necessary more often. Health and vigor of plants dictate the cycle of fertilization and disease control. Plant
beds should be kept weed-free with weed control fabric beneath mulch, or by manual removal of weeds.

o

Restrooms: Restrooms should be inspected daily and maintained at least every other day as long as they are open to the
public. High use levels may dictate more frequent maintenance. Periodic servicing should ensure adequate paper supplies,
cleanliness, and elimination of odor.

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES ANALYSIS
The following assumptions were made to project maintenance costs for the South Fayette Township parks:
1) The South Fayette Township Department of Public Works will provide all manpower and equipment, and will provide all
maintenance.
2) Maintenance shall be completed to meet NRPA’s definition of “High Standard of Care”.
3) Little winter maintenance will be required.
The following table projects the number of hours required to maintain the facilities in the parks, upon complete construction of all
phases, and establishes the associated costs for performing the respective activities.
FAIRVIEW PARK
Task

Quantity

Unit

Man-hrs.
per unit

Times
per week

Weeks
per
season

Total
Hours

Cost
per
hour

Cost per
Task

Mowing, 48” riding mower

27.7

AC

0.6

1

30

498.6

$12.00

$5,983.20

Turf Maintenance

27.7

AC

1

1

30

831

$12.00

$9,972.00

3

EA

1

5

40

600

$12.00

$7,200.00

30

EA

0.2

3

52

936

$12.00

$11,232.00

Shelter Check / Clean-up

4

EA

0.75

3

30

270

$12.00

$3,240.00

Basketball Court Check / Cleanup

2

EA

1

1

30

60

$12.00

$720.00

Tennis Court Cleanup

1

EA

1

1

30

30

$12.00

$360.00

Playground Check / Clean-up

3

EA

1.5

2

45

405

$12.00

$4,860.00

11

EA

16

0.02

52

183.04

$12.00

$2,196.48

2.72

MI

4

1

52

565.76

$12.00

$6,789.12

1

EA

3

3

52

468

$12.00

$5,616.00

1

EA

40

0.02

52

41.6

$12.00

$499.20

Restroom Cleaning
Trash / Recycling Collection

Parking Lot Sweeping and Line
Striping
Trail Maintenance
Community Center Cleaning /
Maintenance
Miscellaneous Maintenance

Total Annual Fairview Park Maintenance Costs
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BOYS' HOME PROPERTY
Task

Quantity

Unit

Man-hrs.
per unit

Times
per week

Weeks per
season

Total
Hours

Cost
per
hour

Cost per
Task

Mowing, 48” riding mower

5.8

AC

0.6

1

30

104.4

$12.00

$1,252.80

Turf Maintenance

5.8

AC

1

1

30

174

$12.00

$2,088.00

2

EA

1

5

40

400

$12.00

$4,800.00

Restroom Cleaning
Trash / Recycling Collection

25

EA

0.2

3

52

780

$12.00

$9,360.00

Shelter Check / Clean-up

6

EA

0.75

3

30

405

$12.00

$4,860.00

Basketball Court Check / Cleanup

1

EA

1

1

30

30

$12.00

$360.00

Playground Check / Clean-up
Parking Lot Sweeping and Line
Striping
Trail Maintenance

1

EA

1.5

2

45

135

$12.00

$1.620.00

6

EA

16

0.02

52

99.84

$12.00

$1,198.08

Miscellaneous Maintenance

1.1

MI

4

1

52

228.8

$12.00

$2,745.60

1

EA

40

0.02

52

41.6

$12.00

$499.20

Total Annual Boys Home Property Maintenance Costs

$28,783.68

2,398.64

MORGAN PARK
Task

Quantity

Unit

Man-hrs.
per unit

Times
per week

Weeks per
season

Mowing, 48” riding mower

2.7

AC

0.6

1

30

Turf Maintenance

2.7

AC

1

1

1

EA

1

5

Restroom Cleaning
Trash / Recycling Collection

Total
Hours

Cost
per
hour

Cost per
Task

48.6

$12.00

$583.20

30

81

$12.00

$972.00

40

400

$12.00

$4,800.00

23

EA

0.2

3

52

717.6

$12.00

$8,611.20

Pedestrian Plaza Check / Cleanup

1

EA

0.75

3

30

67.5

$12.00

$810.00

Basketball Court Check / Cleanup

1

EA

1

1

30

60

$12.00

$720.00

Tennis Court Check / Cleanup

1

EA

1

1

30

60

$12.00

$720.00

Playground Check / Clean-up

1

EA

1.5

2

45

135

$12.00

$1.620.00

Asphalt Path Maintenance
Miscellaneous Maintenance

0.32

MI

4

1

52

66.56

$12.00

$798.72

1

EA

40

0.02

52

41.6

$12.00

$499.20

Total Annual Morgan Park Maintenance Costs
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STURGEON PARK
Task

Quantity

Unit

Man-hrs.
per unit

Times
per week

Weeks per
season

Total
Hours

Cost
per
hour

Cost per
Task

Mowing, 48” riding mower

1.0

AC

0.6

1

30

18

$12.00

$216.00

Turf Maintenance

1.0

AC

1

1

30

30

$12.00

$360.00

Restroom Cleaning

1

EA

1

5

40

400

$12.00

$4,800.00

Trash / Recycling Collection

6

EA

0.2

3

52

187.2

$12.00

$2,246.40

Playground Check / Clean-up

1

EA

1.5

2

45

135

$12.00

$1.620.00

Asphalt Path Maintenance
Miscellaneous Maintenance

0.2

MI

4

1

52

41.6

$12.00

$499.20

1

EA

40

0.02

52

41.6

$12.00

$499.20

Total Annual Sturgeon Park Maintenance Costs

853.4

$10,240.80

Based on this analysis, approximately 9,818.9 man-hours are required annually to properly maintain the four Township parks upon
completion of all improvements. This will require four and one half (4.5) staff positions annually, based on a 40-hr. work week. It is
recommended that three (3) full time public works department employees be trained in all aspects of park maintenance, and that they
dedicate twenty-five to fifty percent of their time to the parks. The remaining time required should be filled with seasonal part-time
labor, whose work will be overseen by the public works department employees.
In order to properly maintain all park facilities, the following equipment is required:
Item

Cost

Tractor with mid-mount mower - John Deere Compact 4000 Ten Series, 18-30 hp

$18,000

Tractor attachments - stone rake, blade, harrow, rotary broom, auger, aerator, spreader

$5,000

Utility Trailer

$3,000

Push Mowers (2)

$1,000

String Trimmers / “weed-whackers”

$600

Chain saws (2 sizes)
Portable Generator

$1,200
$2,000

Miscellaneous Mechanical and General Use Hand Tools

$6,000

Miscellaneous Carpenters Power Tools - Drill, Circular Saw, Reciprocating Saw, Etc.

$1,500

Air Compressor

$2,500

Air Tools

Total Major Equipment Costs

$500

$41,800

In addition to the manpower and equipment required to complete any given task, there is an associated consumable goods expense
for that task. For example, mowing requires sharpening and eventual replacement of the mower blades, as well as fuel costs. The
chart below forecasts these consumable expenses based on all proposed phased development of the four parks being completed in 15
years. The costs projected assume a phased construction of athletic field lighting, with all lights being in place by year ten.
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Maintenance Materials,
Supplies, and Services
Utilities

Year
Three

Year
Five

Year
Eight

Year Ten

Year
Fifteen

$1,500

$20,250

$29,700

$36,000

$45,000

$0

$1,500

$1,500

$2,250

$2,250

$4,500

$6,000

$7,500

$9,000

$9,000

$0

$6,000

$6,600

$7,200

$7,800

$3,000

$3,600

$4,200

$4,800

$5,400

$15,000
$4,500

$21,000
$4,800

$24,000
$5,100

$30,000
$5,400

$36,000
$5,700

Road, Parking, and Sidewalk

$6,000

$7,500

$9,000

$10,500

$12,000

Building Materials and Supplies
(Restrooms, Etc.)

$3,000

$3,600

$4,200

$4,800

$5,400

Professional Repairs

$3,000

$3,750

$4,500

$5,250

$6,000

Small Tools / Minor Equipment

$1,500

$1,800

$2,100

$2,400

$2,700

Equipment Repairs / Supplies

$3,000

$3,600

$4,200

$4,800

$5,400

Training

$3,000

$3,600

$4,200

$4,800

$5,400

Turf Maintenance Supplies

$7,500

$7,800

$8,100

$8,400

$8,700

Water and Sanitary System
General Repairs and Maintenance
Playground Maintenance Materials
Court Maintenance Materials and
Supplies
Athletic Field Supplies
Trail Maintenance Supplies

Notes

Electricians,
Plumbers, Etc.

Contracted Services

Total Maintenance and
Operations Supply Costs

$55,500

$94,800

$114,900

$135,600
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Sports Field Rentals
Free for local recreation and other community organizations.

POTENTIAL REVENUE PRODUCTION
Communities are always looking for ways to help offset the
cost of maintaining and operating local parks. In most rural
communities, it is difficult to produce such revenues. Generally
there are three possible sources of revenue: 1) facility rentals,
2) recreational programming, and 3) fundraising events. Below
is a brief description of the revenue potential of each.

Private Use Rentals:
$20 per hour or $60 per half-day
$150 per day for tournament use
Field Use by the School District: $500 to $1,000 for the entire
season

Rentals
Some of the facilities proposed the four parks may be rented for
general use. Picnic shelters can be rented for use by the general
public, ball fields could be rented to local sports organizations,
and sports courts could be rented for tournaments, etc.
However, it is more likely that the sports fields and courts
would be provided as community service with organizations
contributing toward maintenance and field preparation. If the
fields are to be utilized for interscholastic sports, it would be
wise to charge a field use fee to help defray the costs associated
with use.
Shelters can be rented by the day or by the hour for family
gatherings; birthday, anniversary, or graduation parties; group
picnics, and much more. Typical fees for shelter rentals range
from $10 to $20 per hour and $25 to $150 per day. Rental rates
should be based on the local market, and the cost required to
cover expenses associated with renting a shelter. Separate rates
could be charged for Township residents as opposed to nonresidents.
Sometimes private organizations want to rent a whole park for
a major special event. The fee for such rental should include
a basic rental fee as well as charges for expenses the Township
may incur as a result of the activity. There should also be a
significant security deposit to account for any damage to park
facilities.
Rental fees should be higher if they are to include additional
services by Township staff. These services should be billed to
cover the cost to the Township.
Shelter Rentals: Township Resident Rate
$15 per hour X 20 hours of rental use per year = $300
$50 per day X 60 rentals = $3,000
Non-resident Rate
$25 per hour X 20 hours of rental per year = $500
$100 per day X 60 rentals = $5,000
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Entire Park Rental
Rental Fee: $1,000 to $3,000 depending on the park to be
rented, and proposed use. Additional fees for garbage,
restroom, security, and other services if the Township is to
provide them. It is not likely that the entire park would be
rented more than one or two times per year.
Programming
An additional source of revenue is to provide programming that
utilizes park facilities. Programming requires an active parks
and recreation committee or volunteers and staff, to plan and
carry out each event. Many things affect the amount of revenue
produced by any programming. The level of quality, publicity,
commitment of the Parks and Recreation Board, community
interest, and even the weather play an important role in the
success of the programming. It can be very risky to invest
thousands of dollars into events that have so many variables. It
is best to start out small and build to bigger events / programs
if the community responds well. It is best to offer a series of
programs that are held throughout the year. This provides the
best opportunities for residents and visitors, and protects against
significant losses if a program is not successful. It is difficult
to predict which programs may be the most successful in a
particular area. The community planners need to use their best
judgment based on their knowledge of the community.
The following is a list of possible programs with comments
about each:
•

Car Cruise-In (Classic Car Show) - typically earns
several hundred dollars, perhaps more once the event is
established for a period of time.

•

Outdoor Expo - The program itself is not a large source
of revenue but raffles offered as part of the program
can bring in up to $1,000 or more.
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•

Community Days - If a carnival is included, this event
can raise thousands of dollars. A carnival can be risky.
Be sure to check references of the carnival. This event
could also lose thousands of dollars if not properly
planned and managed.

•

Fall Festival - Could raise $500 to $1,000, possibly
more after establishment.

•

Sports Tournaments - Softball, Baseball, Soccer,
Volleyball, Basketball, Tennis, Etc. raise $500 to
$2,000 per event.

•

Helicopter Rides - Parking Lots or unused athletic
fields could be utilized during special events so that
scenic helicopter rides could be conducted. If included
as part of a festival, this could raise several hundred
dollars.

Recognizing these limitations, we estimate that the four parks
have the ability to generate approximately $5,000 to $10,000.
With consistent management and direction, the parks may be
able to generate significantly more revenue. We recommend
the Township discuss the possibility of partnering with a local
University such as Robert Morris or Washington & Jefferson
to assist in managing activities within the park. This may
provide some professional participation at a reduced cost to the
Township. Some Universities require their students to obtain
an internship position before graduation. Again, this offers the
Township a wonderful opportunity to support a local University,
while gaining assistance with management of each park and its
special events.

Smaller fundraisers included events such as bake sales, sub/
hoagie sales, small raffles, selling clothing and apparel, and
offering small recreational programs. These fundraisers would
typically raise $50 to $300.
Larger fundraisers can potentially raise thousands of dollars
at a single event, but may require a significant investment of
volunteer time to make them successful. These may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Auctions - live or silent
Reverse Raffles
Large Item Raffles - guns, ATVs, cars, etc.
Circuses
Flea Markets - held monthly at one of the parks
5K Run / Walk

REVENUE POTENTIAL SUMMARY
Generating revenue for any facility takes organization and
planning. Typically, most municipalities rely on volunteers in
the community to become active and assist in organizing these
events. While this may work in some instances, it is difficult
to sustain over time. Volunteers lose interest, change focus,
and look for new opportunities as time passes. Additionally,
volunteers, because they are not being paid, have no incentive
to ensure their projects are completed. Generally, volunteers
can be relied upon, but in some instances their projects may not
be implemented to completion.
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