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Manager’s Message
Ryan T. Eggleston
Ryan reads the Dr. Seuss
book "How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!" to children at
the South Fayette Township
Library Dec. 15.

T

“But you were
always a good
man of business,
Jacob," faltered
Scrooge, who
now began to
apply this to
himself. ‘Business!’
cried the Ghost,
wringing its
hands again.
‘Mankind was my
business. The
common welfare
was my business;
charity, mercy,
forbearance and
benevolence were
all my business.
The dealings of
my trade were but
a drop of water in
the comprehensive
ocean of my
business!’”
—Charles Dickens,
"A Christmas Carol"

his timeless Dickens classic is one of my holiday literary
favorites. The scene wherein Scrooge is visited by his
old business partner, Jacob Marley, resonates to me not
only at the holidays but also year-round. It is so very easy to get
caught up in the hustle and bustle of our “business” that often
we forget to remember the meaning of community and what
truly matters.
How can we ensure, as residents and business owners
in South Fayette Township, that we make family, friends,
coworkers and neighbors our true business? Perhaps it’s by
donating to the local food pantry. Perhaps it’s by shoveling your
elderly neighbor’s sidewalk, or wheeling out to the curb their
recycling bins on one of those oh-so-cold winter nights. Perhaps
it’s signing up to give blood. Maybe it’s by picking up litter as
you head out for a bundled-up walk in your neighborhood.
Maybe this is the year you decide to get involved with one of
our four volunteer fire departments. Or you apply to serve on
one of the township’s boards. How about putting your name in
the hat to help coach a team or serve on a committee for one of
our youth recreation programs? It is easy to say our professional
work or job defines us, but as Marley reminds us, the dealings of
our trade are only part of the larger scheme of life.
We hope you enjoy this first winter edition of South Fayette
Connect and the amazing, in-depth content we share with you.
It’s clear to see from this issue and so much more that we are
indeed a Community Growing Together. Happy Holidays!

Ryan
Ryan Eggleston, South Fayette Township Manager
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South Fayette
Shorts

South Fayette Connect
Magazine earns two
international awards
South Fayette Township is winner
of two 2016 MarCom Awards for
its quarterly magazine, South
Fayette Connect: a Gold Award
for Government Magazine and an
Honorable Mention for Magazine
Writing.
Allegheny County Councilman
Michael Finnerty (pictured) presented
a proclamation to South Fayette
Township in November recognizing
the achievement.
“This is quite an honor,” Councilman
Finnerty said, and the magazine
“is quite well developed and has a
tremendous amount of information.”
“We are very pleased to be recognized
because this is the first year we have
had our magazine,” Andrea Iglar,
magazine executive editor (pictured),
told county council. “It’s been a great
way for community members to
connect with each other.”
She thanked the township Board
of Commissioners, residents and
businesses for supporting and
embracing the publication.
The international competition for
marketing and communication
professionals includes more than
6,000 entries in 300 categories.
MarCom judges recognize
outstanding achievement and work
that serves as a benchmark for the
industry.
Platinum and Gold Winners, including
South Fayette Township, are
recognized on the MarCom Awards
website: www.marcomawards.com.
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Dog leashes required in all parks

Streetlights changing to LED

For the safety of all pets, animal owners
and park users, dogs now must be
leashed at all times in all parts of Fairview
Park, effective immediately, including the
area known as the Dog Run Free Zone.
The township will continue to discuss and
review the location, policy and operations
of an off-leash dog area in the community.
Dogs are allowed on physical leashes in
all township parks, including Fairview,
Morgan, Sturgeon, Boys Home and the
Panhandle Trail. Dogs must be under the
owner’s control at all times, and owners
must clean up after their dogs. Please call
9-1-1 to report any violations.
www.southfayettepa.com/rec

West Penn Power is converting more than
1,400 streetlights to LED lighting in South
Fayette Township. The changeover is
expected to save up to 50 percent on the
township’s electricity bill.

Township budget approved
without tax increase
South Fayette Township’s $10.8 million
operating budget for 2017 holds the real
estate tax rate at 4.48 mills, equivalent to
$448 a year for each $100,000 in assessed
property value. The budget includes an
additional full-time Public Works laborer.
The Board of Commissioners approved
the final budget Dec. 14.
www.southfayettepa.com/budget

Road upgrades accomplished
South Fayette Township improved more
than 11 miles of roadway in 2016 under
the first year of a dedicated annual road
budget of $1 million. Township Public
Works and third-party contractors made
improvements on Alpine, Bowman, Boys
Home, Cecil Reissing, Cecil Sturgeon,
Hickory Grade, Highland Creek, Magnolia,
McVey, McVey Ext., Old Oakdale, Ridge,
Sygan and other roads. More than
$30 million in road work is needed on
township-owned roads, according to
a 2015 study that an engineering firm
prepared for the township.
www.southfayettepa.com/roads

Millers Run gas line project set
From January through July, natural gas
utility Columbia Gas will install 13,000 feet
of 8-inch plastic pipeline on Millers Run
Road, from Crest Street to the railroad
trestle, and well as on Central Ave.,
Cherry St., Grant St., Meade St., Morgan
Hill Rd., Orchard Dr., Sherman St. and
Wabash Ave. No full road closures are
expected, but some traffic disruptions
are likely. Occasional, full-day natural gas
outages will be required in April or later
when replacing parts of the main line.

“Coffee with the Chief” Jan. 19
South Fayette Township Police Chief
John Phoennik will hold "Coffee with
the Chief" at 7 p.m. Thurs. Jan. 19 in the
Sturgeon Volunteer Fire Department,
526 Main St. 15082. Residents, business
owners and community members may
share comments, ask questions and offer
suggestions.
www.southfayettepa.com/police

Lions Club formed in South
Fayette area
The newly formed Bridgeville Greater
Area Lions Club invites the public to a
charter dinner at 6 p.m. Jan. 12 in the
Alpine Hunting and Fishing Club, 220
Alpine Rd., South Fayette. Tickets are
$29 each. The community service group
plans to offer support related to vision,
hunger, the environment and youth in
South Fayette, Bridgeville, Collier and
Heidelberg. For details about the dinner
or volunteer opportunities, contact
Dan Hupp at 412-551-6436
or dehupp@verizon.net.

Weekly newspaper offers free
home delivery in South Fayette
The Almanac, a weekly newspaper
covering the South Hills, is starting free
home delivery in South Fayette Township
in January. To receive the no-cost
subscription, residents must opt-in at
www.thealmanac.net/startitup or call
724-949-1208.

Meals on Wheels taking clients
Meals on Wheels is accepting new clients
in South Fayette Township. The nonprofit
program charges modest fees to deliver
meals to people of any income level
who have difficulty shopping for food or
cooking meals. Call 724-969-1000.

State rep relocates office
State Rep. Jason Ortitay has relocated
his district office in South Fayette to
Abele Business Park, 300 Old Pond Road,
Suite 205-A. The former location was 275
Millers Run Road. Details: 412-221-5110 or
www.reportitay.com.

Meet ...
Joe Niedermeyer

Former service station torn down at I-79
Star City demolition also beginning
The vacant former Texaco station at the corner of Route 50 and Hickory Grade Road in
South Fayette Township has been torn down to help beautify the commercial area around
the Interstate 79 interchange.
Several groups partnered to make the project happen—property owner Kehm Oil,
contractor Ritenour & Sons, West Penn Power and South Fayette Township Commissioner
Gwen Rodi and her husband, Nick.
"We appreciate Jerry Kehm and Kehm Oil partnering with us," Township Manager
Ryan Eggleston said. "We will continue working with that property owner to attract
beneficial
redevelopment
to that site."
Ritenour &
Sons donated
demolition
services at no
cost to the
township.
The same
contractor has been hired to tear down the former Star City Cinemas next-door. Interior
demolition started in early December, with the main building to be torn down and cleared
in the near future.
South Fayette Township owns the Star City site but is in the process of selling the
8-acre property for redevelopment.

How Do I ... Get a Dye Test?
Any time a property sale or transfer occurs in South Fayette Township, the owner is
required to arrange for the Municipal Authority to perform a lateral inspection and
dye test of the sewer system. The purpose is to check the condition of the pipes and
also to determine if rainwater is misdirected into the sanitary sewer system, which is
designed only for waste water. Although colorant rarely needs to be used nowadays,
the name “dye test” has stuck.

1
2
3

Don’t wait for a buyer. As soon as you

sewer line between the main line and the house.

decide to sell your house, arrange to have

Results, which are good for three years, are sent

the dye test performed.

to the applicant and the closing company.

Apply for a dye test. Find the inspection
application and detailed instructions at
www.matsf.net. Typical test fee is $175

for a sewer line up to 100 feet long.
Expect the inspector. Municipal
Authority employees will examine
downspouts and drains, plus perform

a video camera inspection of the exterior

4
Q

Make any necessary repairs. Costs
vary, and property owners are eligible
for a $1,000 rebate if an entire lateral

line is replaced.
uestions?

J

oe Niedermeyer joined South
Fayette Township in September
as a Building Inspector and
Code Enforcement Officer, allowing
the township to begin performing
commercial building inspections inhouse rather than use a third-party
agency. Joe is certified to inspect
newly constructed, expanded and
renovated commercial, institutional
and residential structures to ensure
they meet applicable building codes.
Occupation: Building Inspector and
Code Enforcement Officer, South
Fayette Township
Hometown: Lives in Bethel Park;
grew up in Carrick
Family: Wife, Monica; sons Evan, 24,
and Gage, 22; daughters Chloe, 17,
and Scarlett, 6; dog, Lulu
Early Job: Attendant at a skating
rink, where he met his future spouse
First Car: Buick Apollo
Hobbies: Watching sports,
pitching baseball, golfing, target
shooting, coaching T-ball, riding
his motorcycle, dirt biking with his
children, watching Disney movies
with his youngest daughter
Best Quality of South Fayette:
"I like that it's growing."
Little known fact about Joe:
At age 16, Joe began assisting his
father as a carpenter's helper in the
summers.

Visit www.matsf.net or
call 412-257-5100.

— Andrea Iglar
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South Fayette
Business

South Fayette
residents cook up
homemade fare at
Lions Den café
Homemade pastries, soups and breakfast
sandwiches are among the menu items
offered at The Lions Den Café and Deli,
which opened in October at 674 Millers
Run Road in the Cuddy neighborhood of
South Fayette Township.
Each morning, owner
Jessica Hrapczak, a South
Fayette resident, bakes
fresh pastries such as
cinnamon rolls, muffins
and apple dumplings
that are based on her
grandmother’s recipe.
“Everything is
homemade, or as close as
we can get it,” she said.
In partnership with local farms,
she uses local apples and produce when
possible. Pizzas have homemade dough.
Her husband, Ray, makes soup from
scratch and measures hoagies by the pound
rather than by the inch.
His home-brewed root beer is named
A&K, after daughters Kara, 5, and Amy, 3.
Coffee and espresso drinks use a
custom blend from Prestogeorge, a coffee
roaster in the Pittsburgh Strip District.
The menu may vary by season. The
store also carries bagged snacks, iced tea,
milk, eggs and butter.
Located at the corner of Millers Run
and Battle Ridge roads, The Lions Den
moved into a space that formerly had been
a gas station and convenience store.
Hours are Monday to Friday 6 a.m. to
6 p.m., and Saturdays to be announced.
Stop in, or order ahead at 412-914-8634.
—Text & Photos by Andrea Iglar
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Beacon for Business
On a hilltop with
expansive views,
including the tops of
Pittsburgh skyscrapers,
a group of business
leaders and government
officials in November
celebrated the start of
construction of a $15
million office building
in Abele Business Park.
Called Beacon 1,
the 80,000-square-foot,
4-story building is set
for completion in June
2017.
“I’m standing
in South Fayette
Township proud to be
part of the growth that’s
happening in South
Fayette and Allegheny
County,” said developer
Jim Scalo, president
South Fayette Township commissioners Gwen Rodi, left, and Jessica Cardillo,
of Burns & Scalo Real
along with township Building Code Official Gary Hartz, center, celebrate
Estate Services Inc.
the construction of Beacon 1, an 80,000-square-foot office building in Abele
The company,
Business Park.
marking its 60th
anniversary, is investing about $30 million in two new office buildings, plus updated signs,
lighting and landscaping throughout the rest of the 19-building, 323,000-square-foot
business park.
“We greatly appreciate how much you are investing here in South Fayette,” township
Commissioner Jessica Cardillo said.
In addition to staff and officials from
the township and the developer, the
event welcomed Allegheny County Chief
Executive Rich Fitzgerald, members of the
South West Communities Chamber of
Commerce and state Rep. Jason Ortitay,
who said South Fayette Township is poised
for more business.
“I look forward to more development,”
Rep. Ortitay said.
—Text & Photos by Andrea Iglar

Sandwich
Delivery!
Jimmy John’s has opened
for business at 3035
Washington Pike in
The Crossings at South
Fayette shopping center.
The sandwich shop is
open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
daily for dining in,
delivery and catering.
Details: 412-221-5390.

Welcome!

South Fayette
Business
Text & Photos
by Andrea Iglar

South Fayette Township and the South West Communities Chamber
of Commerce welcomes these latest additions to The Gateway Shops
at Newbury Market, 160 Millers Run Road, near Interstate 79.

South Fayette Township
businesses are invited to
join the chamber:
www.swccoc.org
or 412-221-4100.

King Orthodontics chose South Fayette Township
for the site of its third regional location. Dr. Bryan
C. King, DMD, MDS, pictured, is one of the dental
practitioners. Call 412-564-5351
or visit www.kingorthodontics.com.

Dollar Bank, founded in 1855, opened in November.
The banking and loan center offers a drive-thru,
ATMs, Personal Teller Machines and safe deposit
boxes. Info: 412-257-2780 or www.dollarbank.com.

Five Guys

YoFresh Yogurt Café franchise owner
Jack Smith Jr. serves all-natural
frozen yogurt plus toppings, organic
juices, fruit smoothies, coffee, tea, hot
chocolate, waffles and more. Stop in,
or try the delivery service starting in
mid-January. Details: 412-641-9047,
www.yofreshofpittsburgh.com
or
“YoFresh of Pittsburgh” on Facebook.

Envy Nail Spa offers manicures, pedicures and
other nail services in South Fayette and Mt.
Lebanon. Walk in, make an appointment or
book a group event: 412-504-0867.

Burgers &
Fries is op
en 7 days
Details: 4
a week fr
12-914-20
om 11 a.m
70 or ww
. to 10 p.m
w.fiveguy
.
s.com.
Mt. Lebanon Dermatology PC of South Fayette
represents the second location for the office, which
provides medical and surgical dermatological care.
Schedule appointments with one of their boardcertified dermatologists through the main office at
412-440-0270 or visit www.mtlebanonderm.com for
details. Pictured are staff members, from left, Charity
Winberg, Jessica Stockley and Cassandra Smith.
South Fayette Connect |Winter 2016 | 5

The Congestion Question

South Fayette Township partners to ease traffic on Route 50 & Washington Pike
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette is a boom town, with greater
opportunities for economic development
and an increasingly vibrant community.
While growth offers many benefits,
it also contributes to the challenges of
increased traffic congestion, particularly on
the state-owned roadways of Washington
Pike and Route 50.
South Fayette Township is working
with fellow municipalities, state agencies
and commercial developers to address
the important issue of expanding and
enhancing roadways that serve the
community.
“We expect that all of the
improvements we are planning will offer
a long-term solution for at least 20 years,”
township engineer Mike Benton said.

Traffic Task Force

The Traffic Task Force was formed to make
a regional effort to improve traffic flow on
Washington Pike, Route 50 and the I-79
ramps.
The task force includes South Fayette
Township, the Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation, Bridgeville Borough,
Upper St. Clair,
Collier Township,
commercial
developers, state
Rep. Jason Ortitay,
and other state and
Allegheny County
officials.
Coalition
members are
working with
PennDOT to
secure funding to
complete a plan to
widen roads, add
lanes and reduce
congestion in the
corridor.
As a task
force member, the
developer of the
commercial and
residential project
Newbury is set to
complete some improvements this spring
and summer, using its own private funding.
Newbury’s work will give the Traffic
Task Force plan momentum, said Eric
Newhouse, the Newbury project manager.
6 | www.southfayettepa.com

Newbury will tackle the following work
in 2017:
• Add a second left-turn lane on the
I-79 southbound exit ramp for traffic
heading onto Route 50 toward Millers Run
Road.
• Add a second left-turn lane on
Washington Pike northbound for traffic
heading onto Route 50 or the I-79 ramps.
• Add a short left-turn lane from
southbound Washington Pike into The
Crossings at South Fayette shopping center
(ALDI, Starbucks, etc.).
The turn lane would be further
extended later, during the bridge widening
over Chartiers Creek between South Fayette
and Bridgeville. The bridge would be
expanded from four lanes to seven lanes.
Ryan Eggleston, the South Fayette
Township manager, said from planning
to construction, the bridge widening will
cost millions of dollars—money that is not
readily available and that is taking time to
secure.
“The biggest challenge is funding,”

Other Traffic Task Force plans include
adding a dedicated right-turn lane from
Washington Pike onto Chartiers Street in
Bridgeville; widening Chartiers Street; and
adding a dedicated right-turn lane from
Bridgeville to the I-79 northbound ramp.

Green Light-Go

Traffic light upgrades also are planned to
help alleviate congestion.
South Fayette Township’s $381,000
Green Light-Go state grant, along with
matching local funds, will pay for an
adaptive traffic signal system at eight
intersections on Route 50 and Washington
Pike.
PennDOT is preparing to seek bids for
the project, which likely will be scheduled
for summer 2017.
The system, including traffic lights and
software, will automatically adjust signal
timing based on current traffic conditions.
“This is really on the cutting edge of
traffic technology,” Mr. Eggleston said.
“It’s going to allow all the lights in that
main corridor to communicate together
and make real-time adjustments based
on current traffic
patterns.”

Interstate 79
Access

Mr. Eggleston said. “We really appreciate
PennDOT, especially Dan Cessna and his
District 11 staff, working collaboratively
with us in an effort to achieve this project.”

Some motorists have
suggested adding one
or more interchanges
to Interstate 79 to
alleviate regional
traffic at the South
Fayette/Bridgeville
interchange.
Whether or
not an entirely new
interchange could
be added to I-79
in South Fayette
Township depends
on many factors, such
as money, logistics
and approvals from
federal, state and
regional agencies.
PennDOT engineers are studying
potential ways to improve traffic flow
throughout the I-79 and Washington Pike
corridor, including the feasibility of an
additional interchange.

“We’re trying to evaluate what would
work best,” PennDOT District 11 engineer
Rich Yakupkovic said in a November phone
discussion.
PennDOT is reaching out to officials
with the Federal Highway Administration
to determine if they are interested in
modifying the interstate, he said.
If any project were approved for
funding, the regional planning agency
Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission
would review the proposal, and public
feedback would be sought, he said.
“We’re really in the study phase,” Mr.
Yakupkovic said. “Those are big-ticket items
if you want to put a new interchange in,
and they usually have a lot of impacts.
“The whole situation is really a complex

problem. I don’t think there’s any one thing
that’s going to solve it. Whatever we do, we
anticipate it would be an improvement.”

the farmer’s market and the AlleghenyWashington County line.

Gangway for the Beltway

Volunteers are invited to participate in
the Healthy Trails committee, which
South Fayette Township has established
to provide more practical and recreational
opportunities for biking and walking. For
details, contact Mike Benton at 412-2218700 or mbenton@sftwp.com, or visit
www.southfayettepa.com/healthytrails.

PennDOT also is talking with the
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission about
how the planned Southern Beltway could
help alleviate traffic.
“We’re taking a look at the impact that
[highway] is going to have,” Mr. Yakupkovic
said.
A 13-mile, $700 million section of the
beltway connecting Route 22 and I-79 is
expected to open in 2020, with a portion to
be built in South Fayette Township.
In March, workers will start
construction of a bridge over Route 50
and Millers Run Road, in an area between

Biking & Hiking

Road Project Updates

Visit www.southfayettepa.com/roads for
project updates, and sign up for road news
by e-mail or text at www.southfayettepa.
com/notifyme.

Intersection upgrades set for Boyce-Mayview
PennDOT to replace deteriorated bridge and add turn lanes in 2018
By Andrea Iglar
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is planning a
$2 million project to improve the intersection of Boyce and
Mayview roads in South Fayette Township.
Set to start in 2018, the work focuses on replacing a Mayview
bridge because it is structurally deficient.
In addition, the project will add turn lanes on Boyce and
Mayview, widen shoulders to improve turning radius, update
traffic lights, raise and realign some roadway and relocate part of a
stream.
Mayview Road traffic is likely to be detoured during the work.
Boyce Road will remain open.
Benefits of the state-funded project include replacing the
deteriorated bridge with a sturdy structure, minimizing sediment
buildup and flooding, improving sight distance and reducing wait
time at the intersection by a third, from about a minute and a half
to 30 seconds.

completed.
The average number of vehicles per day is 5,500 on Mayview
Road and 11,000 on Boyce Road.

Timeline

Additional Turn Lanes

During a public meeting in October, representatives of PennDOT
and its contractor, TRC, said work will occur from about March
2018 to November 2018, and possibly continue in 2019, depending
largely on the progress of utility line relocations.
In early 2017, PennDOT will begin working with several
property owners to appraise and acquire small parcels of land
needed to expand the intersection.

Traffic Impacts

According to preliminary plans, both legs of Boyce Road will
remain open during the entire project, with temporary traffic
signals in place to control traffic.
Detours likely will be in place for Mayview Road.
Initially, both legs of Mayview Road will be closed near the
intersection. The official detour will direct traffic to all state roads:
Georgetown Road, Morganza Road, Washington Pike and Chartiers
Street.
The northern leg of Mayview (toward the former Mayview
State Hospital site) will reopen first. The southern portion (toward
Cecil Township) will remain detoured while the bridge work is

Currently, the Boyce-Mayview intersection is fed solely by two-lane
roads. This project will add turn lanes.
On Boyce Road, left-turn lanes will be added for both
southbound and northbound Mayview Road.
On the southern leg of Mayview Road, a right-turn lane will be
added for eastbound Boyce Road (toward Upper St. Clair).
PennDOT will provide additional width on the northern leg
of Mayview so that a developer later could add a left-turn lane
heading onto eastbound Boyce Road.
Charter Homes & Neighborhoods plans to build Hastings, a
mixed residential and commercial project, at the former Mayview
State Hospital site, which is located along the northern section
of Mayview Road. The developer will be required to make various
traffic improvement in the area, as outlined by a traffic study that
currently is being conducted.

Feedback

To submit questions or comments related specifically to the
Boyce-Mayview intersection plan, please contact PennDOT project
manager Rao Chaluvadi at 412-429-4907 or schaluvadi@pa.gov.
South Fayette Connect |Winter 2016 | 7

New Year,
New Workout
Gold medalist athlete helps
inspire wellness at T2 CrossFit
in South Fayette Township
By Andrea Iglar
Lift. Jump. Lunge. Swing. Row.
Grimaces and perspiration were not uncommon during a Workout
of the Day at T2 CrossFit in South Fayette Township in November.
But after finishing a swiftly changing fitness sequence—and after
peeling their exhausted bodies from the padded floor—the participants
were happy.
“It’s really hard, but it’s like mental toughness,” said CrossFitter Amy
Bader. “It’s not just body strength; it’s building mental strength.”
Megan Doyle said she’d swapped her solo running routine for
exercising among her friends at CrossFit.
“I like lifting weights,” she said. “It’s very empowering.”
Joanna and Paul Tunnicliffe, along with their Olympic gold medalist daughter Anna Tunnicliffe, opened T2 CrossFit in June at 91
Southpointe Drive, near the South Fayette interchange of Interstate 79.
Anna earned a gold medal in sailing during the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games and later became involved in CrossFit competition and
training.
Along with Marine veteran Brad Tobias, Anna coaches the high-intensity
CrossFit workouts with an eye toward motivating beginners and advanced
athletes alike.
“The biggest thing for me is the community,” Anna said. “We just try to
encourage each other.”
Beginners may take an introductory class, and then choose from morning,
day and evening workouts Monday through Saturday.
A youth program, T2 CrossFit Kids, is available for children, preteens and
teens ages 6 to 17.
The gym offers a free community class at 9 a.m. every Saturday.
“Our goal is to get people out and moving,” said Joanna. “If they feel
better, their whole perspective on life will be better.”
T2 CrossFit is a partner in the Live Well Allegheny and Live Well South Fayette Township
initiative, which is committed to promoting, encouraging and enhancing wellness and healthy
living. For more on T2 CrossFit, visit www.t2crossfit.com or call 412-277-5922. To learn about
Live Well, go to www.southfayettepa.com/livewell.
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Kids at Play

Church organizes community youth sports
program in South Fayette Township
Story & photo by Sara Iagnemma
After pitching baseball in college and working with the Pittsburgh
Pirates and the Pittsburgh Steelers, Joe Dezamits was inspired to
help young people learn and grow by playing sports.
In 2010, he created a youth sports program at Calvary
Full Gospel Church on Hickory Grade Road in South Fayette
Township.
Youth ages four to 18 are welcome to participate in seasonal
sports such as flag football, indoor dek hockey, soccer, baseball
hitting and pitching, basketball, lacrosse and other sports and
camps, held in the church’s gymnasium or at its outdoor Hickman
Field. Older students are invited to mentor the younger children.
Mr. Dezamits said young players can “learn in an environment that isn’t stressed out with winning” and develop teamwork, good
sportsmanship and strong character.
“I had experienced a lot during 40 years of amateur, high school, college and professional sports,” he said. “I met a lot of players that
emulated a great work ethic and attitude for the game. I bring all of that to our sports programs at Calvary.”
Mr. Dezamits, of Scott Township, grew up in the sports world. As a youth, he worked with his uncle moving sports equipment for
professional and college baseball and football teams, and he started playing Pony League baseball at age 14.
He pitched at the Community College of Allegheny County and Penn State University, and he worked hard to become successful in
the world of professional baseball.
At age 20, he became a batting practice pitcher for the Pirates for several seasons and later worked with the Steelers.
Mr. Dezamits, an engineer, joined Calvary Church in 2001. He volunteers as director of the Calvary Sports Ministry, which has drawn
more than 950 participants over the past six years.
Coming up in 2017, floor hockey and basketball start in January, and soccer starts in April. Cost is $65 per child. Signup forms are
available at www.calvaryfullgospelchurch.org. For details, contact Joe Dezamits at deut0818@comcast.net or call 412-257-1707.
Sara Iagnemma is a sophomore at South Fayette High School.

Disabled Sportsmen's annual event
dedicated to memory of founder Tom Sray
Diamond Sponsors
Bethel Park Outdoorsman Association
Envy Nail Spa – South Fayette
Paralyzed Veterans of America – Keystone Chapter
Small Arms Manufacturing Co. / E.R. Shaw

Thanks to the sponsors and volunteers who made this fall's
Disabled Sportsmen's Hunt a success! South Fayette Township's
15th annual event was dedicated to the memory of Tom Sray,
who started the tradition. www.southfayettepa.com/hunting.
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Happy 175th
Birthday!
March 16, 1842 – March 16, 2017
Break out the noisemakers and party hats!
South Fayette Township celebrates our 175th birthday
on March 16, 2017. Stay tuned for details on special
events throughout the year to celebrate this milestone.

Early history forms bedrock of South Fayette
By Charlotte Smith

South Fayette Township was established March 16, 1842, when Fayette Township was split into South Fayette and North Fayette.
Now, 175 years later, 21-square-mile South Fayette is one of the fastest growing communities in southwestern Pennsylvania.
The area that today is known as South Fayette Township originally was claimed by both Pennsylvania and Virginia. In 1788, the area
became part of Moon Township, one of the seven townships in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.
Two years later, Fayette Township was carved out of Moon Township. Finally, in 1842, Fayette Township was divided into two
municipalities, and South Fayette Township was born.
South Fayette is named for Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette (1757-1834),
a French general who served the United States in the American Revolution. General
Lafayette is celebrated for his support of representative government and his contributions
to the achievement of American independence.
A man with the surname Miller was the earliest known settler in the region that later
would become South Fayette Township. In 1768, he settled at the mouth of a stream that
would be named Millers Run.
The first permanent settler is believed to have been Christian Lesnett. Other families
settling prior to 1820 include Morgan, Campbell, Steward, Nesbitt, Hickman, Fawcett,
McGraw, Fink, Mitchell, Walker, White, Herriott, and Dunlevy. Many of these families have
streets named after them.
Original neighborhood names include Treveskyn, Burdine, Herriottsville, Federal,
Beechmont, Blythe, Pump Station, Derby, Gladden, National Hill, Morgan, Cuddy and
Sturgeon, among others.
In 1770, George Washington supposedly acquired nearly 2,900 acres of land in
exchange for forgiveness of a debt, and this land now is known as the Hickory Heights
neighborhood.
Farming, coal mining and other industries were practiced early on.
In 1790, Capt. Samuel Morgan built a gristmill, later purchased by Moses Coulter.
His son, Goodman Coulter, converted it into a steam mill. He added a sawmill and later
changed it to a steel mill.
South Fayette Township is named for Gilbert
Coal and oil were discovered in the township between 1860 and 1910, and mining became
du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette (1757-1834), a
a big industry. By 1887, there were 19 mines, 41 coke ovens and at least 60 oil wells.
French general who served the United States in
Today, about 15,000 residents enjoy the homes, parks, schools, businesses and other
the American Revolution. He is celebrated for his
services and amenities in the growing community of South Fayette Township.
contributions to the achievement of American
independence.
Charlotte Smith is author of the book “Images of America: South Fayette Township” (Arcadia Publishing, 2015),
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written on behalf of the Historical Society of South Fayette Township. The book is available for purchase.

Emily Williamson-Brady (nee Nadeja) displays a photo of her South Fayette Township High School graduating class. She was among 49 students in the Class of '49.

Home for History
South Fayette historical society creates space to preserve past
By Andrea Iglar
The Historical Society of South Fayette Township has a mission to preserve local history, and now it also has a place to store and display
documents and objects from the past.
Some photos and memorabilia already are being exhibited in a donated space at 4097 Battle Ridge Road, but much work remains to
be done.
“The vision would be to have a place for the people with an interest in the community to come in and find out where we came from
and where we stand,” society president Emily Williamson-Brady said. “Every day we’re making history.”
Since being established in 2003, the historical society had stored items in people’s homes and in the township building.
Now, the group has begun the process of organizing and displaying items in the new history center, including family histories, high
school yearbooks, maps, photos and more.
One collection of school portraits features the South Fayette Township High School Class of 1949, whose 49 members included Ms.
Williamson-Brady (nee Nadeja).
“We’re really striving to get artifacts, pictures of old homesteads and histories about people in the community,” Ms. Williamson-Brady
said.
The history center is open by appointment only. To arrange a visit, or to donate an item related to South Fayette history, call Emily
Williamson-Brady at 412-257-3523 or 412-221-6657.
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The

SIGN
GUY
Retires

S

John Ballo retired in December after 40 years
installing signs for South Fayette Township Public
Works. Above: Mr. Ballo installs a stop sign in the
Newbury neighborhood.
Right: Mr. Ballo displays his road sign-inspired
retirement plaque and receives congratulations
from Township Manager Ryan Eggleston, left;
Public Works Director Butch Truitt; and Public
Works Superintendent Nick Nickolas.
Below: Mr. Ballo's tools of the trade.
—Photos by Andrea Iglar
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top signs, street name signs, speed
limit signs, welcome signs…you name
the sign, and John Ballo has installed
it during his 40 years with South Fayette
Township Public Works.
On Dec. 6, the township presented
Mr. Ballo with a road sign-inspired plaque
congratulating him on his retirement and
acknowledging his “strong work ethic,
positive attitude, professional dependability
and commitment to a job well done.”
The message said his “legacy is marked
by the thousands of signs” he has raised in
the community.
Mr. Ballo estimated that South Fayette
contains 5,000 to 6,000 road signs, mostly
installed during his tenure.
When Mr. Ballo began his job in August
1976, South Fayette was a largely rural
community whose neighborhoods lacked
traffic and street markers. Then in the
late 1970s, the township received a grant
that allowed Mr. Ballo to spend an entire
summer installing signs in housing plans.
Since then, Mr. Ballo, a lifelong South

John Ballo
honored for
40 years of
road signs in
South Fayette
By Andrea Iglar
Fayette resident, was primarily responsible
for installing new signs and replacing signs
that were damaged, faded, worn, outdated
or missing.
The average lifespan of a sign is about
10 years, he said.
Sometimes when digging, Mr. Ballo
encountered remnants of building
foundations, green bottles or long-buried
coal cinders. A lot has changed since those
days.
“There’s so many new people coming in
all the time, and people are always looking
for streets,” Mr. Ballo said. “There’s so much
going on, it’s just amazing.”
Another Public Works employee, Todd
Petrillo, is taking on the township’s sign
duties. But for years to come, most of the
community’s road signs will be remembered
as the work of Mr. Ballo.
“We thank John for his many years
of dedicated service and wish him a long,
healthy retirement,” Township Manager
Ryan Eggleston said.

Library updates
benefit all ages
The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run
Road, has reopened with a fresh look and layout. Molly
Tinkerhess, pictured, welcomes young adults to a new
section designed for tweens and teens. An adult lounge
near the front entrance and a reorganized, playful children’s
section are among other updates. Regular hours are
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon. to Thurs., and Fri. and Sat. until 5 p.m.
Details: www.southfayettelibrary.org or 412-257-8660.

Winter@Library

The South Fayette Township Library, 515 Millers Run Road, hosts a variety of programs for children and adults. Register at www.
southfayettelibrary.org under “Events” or call the library at 412-257-8660. Programs are free unless otherwise noted. Here are highlights:

Youth

ADULT

Science Flix Magnets (Grades 2 – 4)
Tues. Jan. 10, 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Learn about the science of magnets through games and
activities.

Civil War History: “Voices from the Attic"
Weds. Jan. 11, 7 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
Carleton Young discovered 250 authentic Civil War letters in
his family's attic. He wrote the book “Voices from the Attic” as
a result of the treasure. The book will be available for purchase
after the program.

Battle of the Books Practice Quiz Night (Grades 4 – 5)
Weds. Jan. 11, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Open to students who
are participating in the
Battle of the Books
program at South
Fayette Intermediate
School. Come for a
game-show style quiz
night to help prepare
for the upcoming
battle! Four additional
quiz nights will be held
in January and February.
Craft Night (Grade 6 – Adult)
Thurs. Jan. 19, 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Learn a new craft each month. All materials provided.
Math Mites (Ages 3 – 5)
Mondays, Jan. 23 – Feb. 27, 11 a.m.
This six-week session uses stories, activities, crafts and songs
to introduce children to fundamental
mathematical concepts.
Artful Stories (Grades 3 – 5)
Tues. Jan. 31, 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Learn about Andy Warhol and his
influential artistic style, and make your
very own piece of pop art! All materials
provided.

Soup's On
Sat. Jan. 14, 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Bring your favorite homemade soup to share at our soup
potluck. Be prepared to share copies of your recipe, too! The
library will provide bowls, spoons and crusty bread.
Painting with a Twist
Weds. Feb. 8, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Paint a picture of a “Happy Hydrangea” to take home with you.
Cost is $25.
The Meaning of Freedom in U.S. History
Tues. Feb. 28, 7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
South Fayette Township resident Maroon A. David, historian and
doctoral candidate at Carnegie Mellon University, discusses how
the ever-evolving concept of freedom has played a fascinating
part in U.S. history.
Coloring for Adults, Tuesdays, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Coloring has been proven to reduce stress. Come relax!
Scrabble, Mondays,
1 p.m. – 3 p.m., no
registration needed
From left, Scrabble players
Mary Heinrich of South
Fayette, library staffer
Sarah Grebinoski and Kay
McDeviee of South Park.
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Smiles
for
Santa
Festive families Dec. 2 saw Santa Claus arrive on a fire truck and sprinkle
magic dust to light the 25-foot tree in front of the South Fayette Volunteer Fire
Department. The holiday celebration featured food and cookies, face painting,
souvenirs, craft-making, visits with Santa and a movie screening of “The Polar
Express." Special thanks to platinum sponsor Heartland Homes, the South Fayette
Township Parks & Recreation Department and the township’s four volunteer fire
departments—South Fayette/Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge and Sturgeon.
Left: Reese Bilodeau, 3, smiles brightly. Right: Frank Lazzini, 3, and Payton Lazzini, 7, visit
Santa. Photos by Andrea Iglar.
Platinum Sponsor - Holiday Celebration - Thank you!

Amazing New Home Sites
Just Released in South Fayette!
4 Floor Plans include Three-Car
Garages – Available to Build Now!
• Luxury Single-Family Homes from the Upper $370s
• #1 South Fayette School District
• Wooded Home Sites with Large, Usable Yards
• Well-Appointed Homes include Designer Features
and Much More!

For More Information or to Schedule a Visit:
Call 412-536-3953 or
Email PittsburghRegionTeam@nvrinc.com
*Prices, oﬀers, availability and ﬁnancing subject
to change without notice. See a Sales and
Marketing Representative for details.
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South Fayette
Santa Celebration

Clockwise from top: Tyler Lesjak, 6, and
Ava Dailey, 3, pile onto Patty Lesjak;
Jaiyah Krocker, 4, visits Santa; a girl
writes to Santa; Chase Goettman, 7
months, and Skylar Goettman, 4, sit
on Santa's lap; South Fayette Township
Commissioner Gwen Rodi greets Santa;
Commissioner Jessica Cardillo tries on
Santa's beard; Samantha Kramer, 4,
takes her turn with Santa; Aiden and
Emalyn Harding enjoy the event with
their father, Pat Harding, of the Fairview
VFD; Everley Yost, 2 months, snoozes
with Santa; township police Officer Mike
Kuchta shares a laugh with Santa.
—Photos by Andrea Iglar

South Fayette Connect |Winter 2016 | 15

Grant gives 18 recycling bins to parks
By Andrea Iglar
South Fayette Township has been awarded 18 recycling bins for its parks and trails through the 2016 Coca-Cola/Keep
America Beautiful Public Space Recycling Bin Grant.
The blue steel recycling bins will be placed in Morgan Park, Fairview Park, Sturgeon Park and Boys Home Park, plus
along the township’s portion of the Panhandle Trail and at the Seminary Avenue athletic fields that are under construction.
The 34-gallon bins for bottles and cans are expected to increase recycling among park visitors, including South Fayette
Athletic Association members and South Fayette Community Day attendees.
“The amount of recyclable material thrown away during sporting activities and community events will be drastically decreased with
this grant,” township Recreation Director Paula Simmons said.
“Receiving these bins means we are taking steps in the right direction to keep our parks clean and environmentally friendly.”
The grant represents a value of more than $6,600. In addition, the township met a matching requirement by purchasing an additional
six recycling bins, for a total of 24 bins in the parks.
The grant program addresses barriers to recycling in public spaces by making bins more readily available, and by clearly marking the
bins for recyclables.
“The number-one thing we can do to get people to recycle is make it
convenient,” said Brenda Pulley, a senior vice president at Keep America Beautiful.
Grant recipients were chosen by Keep America Beautiful based on their
potential to collect the most cans and bottles, as well other considerations such
as the extent of their need, recycling experience and their ability to sustain the
program in the future.
The 2016 program provides more than 4,500 bins to municipal governments,
nonprofit organizations and schools across the country. The bins are provided as
part of a grant from Keep America Beautiful and the Coca-Cola Foundation, the
philanthropic arm of The Coca-Cola Company.
To find parks in South Fayette Township, visit www.southfayettepa.com/parks.
For recycling resources, go to www.southfayettepa.com/recycle.

South Fayette
Snow Scenes
Photos by Colleen Patel
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South Fayette Township

Trash & Recycling
Curbside Collection is Thursday

SouthFayettePA.com

South Fayette Township contracts with Waste Management for curbside
collection of garbage and mixed, single-bin recycling. Pickup day is
Thursday unless otherwise noted. Garbage is collected weekly. Recycling
is collected every 2 weeks. Place bins at the curb the night before.

Jan.

Feb.
5

Trash Collection
Recycling

Trash Collection
Recycling

12
Trash Collection

Trash Collection

515 Millers Run Road, South Fayette PA 15064
Phone: 412-221-8700

2
Trash Collection
Recycling

9

facebook.com/SouthFayetteTownship
twitter.com/SouthFayetteTwp

South Fayette Township Administration

March
2

Sign up for “Notify Me”
to get news & alerts by email or text

9
Trash Collection

Ryan Eggleston, Township Manager
Peggy Patterson, Executive Assistant, ext. 10
Paula Simmons, Parks & Recreation Director, ext. 17
Mike Benton, Director of Planning & Engineering
Gary Hartz & Joe Niedermeyer, Building Inspectors
Shannen Rusilko, Planning/Engineering/Building Asst., ext. 19
Butch Truitt, Public Works Director, ext. 23
Nick Nickolas, Public Works Superintendent
Nancy Degenhardt, Director of Finance, ext. 25
Andrea Iglar, Community Development Director, ext. 31

Police Department

19
Trash Collection
Recycling

16
Trash Collection
Recycling

16
Trash Collection
Recycling

John Phoennik, Chief of Police
Evonne Williams, Police Secretary
Police Business Office: 412-221-2170
Emergency & Police Dispatch: 9-1-1

Community Resources
South Fayette Township Library

Cheryl Napsha, Director, 412-257-8660, southfayettelibrary.org

26
Trash Collection

23
Trash Collection

23
Trash Collection

South Fayette Area Senior Citizens Association

Margie Smith, Pres., 412-221-3730, southfayettepa.com/seniors

South Fayette School District

Bille Rondinelli, Superintendent, 412-221-4542, southfayette.org

Tax Collectors

Township Calendar:
southfayettepa.com/calendar
Recycling Resources:
southfayettepa.com/recycle
Waste Management:
wm.com
1-800-866-4460

30
Trash Collection
Recycling

Visit the SF
Recycling & Trash
web page

Property Tax: Anne Beck, 412-225-8398, annebeck.com
Earned Income Tax: Jordan Tax, 412-835-5243, jordantax.com

Municipal Authority (Dye Tests & Sanitary Sewers)
Jerry Brown, Director, 412-257-5100, matsf.net

South West Communities Chamber of Commerce
Emerald VanBuskirk, Director, 412.257.1210, swccoc.org

Volunteer Fire Departments

Cuddy, Fairview, Oak Ridge, Sturgeon: southfayettepa.com/fire

PoPolice, Fire, Ambulance: 9-1-1

